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Park Advisory Board 
Meeting Agenda 

 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 – 1:30 p.m. 

 
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade, Colorado Springs 

 
 
 
Item              Presenter  Recommended 
            Action 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order         Chair 
 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda          Chair   Approval 
 
 
3. Approval of Minutes          Chair   Approval 
 
 
4. Introductions / Presentations                        
  
 A. Michael Straub Resolution 
  
 B. Jeff Cramer Resolution   
 
 
5. Citizen Comments / Correspondence on       Chair                            
 Items Not On the Agenda (limited to five minutes  
 unless extended by Chair) 
 
 
6. Development Applications 
 
 A. Flying Horse North PUD Development Plan  Jason Meyer  Endorsement 
 
 B. Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development -   Jason Meyer    Endorsement 
  Sketch Plan Amendment, Preliminary Plan -  
  Final Plat 
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. C. Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 - Vacation  Ross Williams Endorsement  
  and Replat / Final Plat  
 
 D. The Vistas Filing No 1 at Meridian Ranch -  Ross Williams Endorsement 
  PUD Development Plan / Preliminary Plan 
  and Final Plat 
 
 E. Painted Sky at Waterview Update   Elaine Kleckner Information 
 
    
7. Information / Action Items    Presenter  Recommended 
            Action  
 A. Park Lands Agreement – GTL, Inc.,   Ross Williams  Endorsement 
  for The Vistas at Meridian Ranch 
         
 B. Jones Park Update     Tim Wolken  Information 
 
 C. 2016 - 17 Officer Elections    Chairperson  Approval 
 
 
8.        Monthly Reports Staff Information 
        
 
9. Board / Staff Comments  
 
 
10. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
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Minutes of the April 13, 2016 

El Paso County Park Advisory Board Meeting 

Centennial Hall 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The following minutes are a summary of the proceedings.  A recording is available upon request 
at the El Paso County Parks Administration Office.  
 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Michael Straub, Chair. 
  
2. Approval of Agenda:  Bob Falcone made a motion to approve the meeting agenda. 

Shirley Gipson seconded the motion.  The motion carried 7 - 0.  
 
3. Approval of Minutes:  Judy Tobias requested a spelling correction be made to the March 

9, 2016 minutes. Ann Nichols made a motion to approve the March 9, 2016 minutes 
with the correction.  Shirley Gipson seconded the motion.  The motion carried 7 - 0. 
 

4. Introductions and Presentations: 
 
 None 
 

5. Citizen Comments / Correspondence: 
 
 None 
 
 (Terri Hayes joined the meeting at1:35pm) 
 
6. Development Applications:    
 
A. Jackson Ranch Amended Preliminary Plan / Jackson Ranch Filing No. 2 Final Plat 
 
Ross Williams provided and overview of the Jackson Ranch Amended Preliminary Plan and the 
Jackson Ranch Filing No. 2 Final Plat and addressed questions by the Board. 
 
 
 

Members Present: 
Michael Straub, Chair 
Jeff Cramer, 1st Vice Chair  
Ann Nichols, 2nd Vice Chair  
Terri Hayes, 3 rd Vice Chair 
Judi Tobias, Secretary  
Shirley Gipson 
Jane Dillon 
Julia Sands de Melendez 
Bob Falcone 
 
 
 
 

Staff Present: 
Tim Wolken, Community Services Director 
Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 
Sabine Carter, Admin Coordinator 
Todd Marts, Rec & Cultural Services Manager 
Brad Bixler, Park Operations Manager 
Jason Meyer, Project Manager 
Ross Williams, Park Planner 
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Jackson Ranch Amended Preliminary Plan: 
Bob Falcone recommended to the Planning Commission and Board of County 
Commissioners that approval of the Jackson Ranch Amended Preliminary Plan include the 
following condition: Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the 
amount of $12,432. Jane Dillon seconded the motion. The motion carried 8 - 0. 
 
Jackson Ranch Filing No. 2 Final Plat: 
Ann Nichols recommended to the Planning Commission and Board of County 
Commissioners that approval of the Jackson Ranch Filing No. 2 Final Plat include the 
following condition: Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the 
amount of $2,688. Jane Dillon seconded the motion. The motion carried 8 - 0. 
 
7. Information / Action Items: 

 
A. Urban Park Grant Application by Lorson Ranch Metropolitan District for 
 East Meadows Park, Phase 1 
 
Elaine Kleckner provided an overview of the Urban Park Grant Application by Lorson Ranch 
Metropolitan  District for East Meadows Park, Phase 1 and addressed questions by the Board. Jeff 
Mark, Lorson Ranch representative, LLC also addressed questions. 
 
Bob Falcone moved to endorse the award of a $25,000 urban park grant to the Lorson 
Ranch Metropolitan District for the development of East Meadows Park, Phase 1. Shirley 
Gipson seconded the motion. The motion carried 8 - 0. 
 
(Jeff Cramer joined the meeting at 1:45pm) 
 
B.      Urban Park Grant Application / The Glen at Widefield Filing No. 6 
 

 Elaine Kleckner provided an overview of the Urban Park Grant Application / The Glen at 
Widefield Filing No. 6 and addressed questions by the board. Ryan Watson, representing Glen 
Metro District #3, also addressed questions. 

 
Shirley Gipson moved to endorse the award of a $25,000 urban park grant to The Glen 
Metropolitan District No. 3 for park and trail improvements in The Glen at Widefield Filing 
No 6.  Award of the grant is subject to the following conditions:  1) Construction of the 
project shall be completed within two years of the effective date of the Urban Park Grant 
Agreement; and 2) The full transfer of the park and trail property from the developer to the 
Metropolitan District shall occur within two years of the effective date of the Urban Park 
Grant Agreement.  Bob Falcone seconded the motion. The motion carried 9 - 0. 
 
C.      Fountain Creek Regional Trail Flood Repairs at Fishers Canyon 
 
Jason Meyer provided a presentation regarding trail repairs and bridge installation at Fishers 
Canyon and addressed questions from the Board. 
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D.      Falcon Regional Park Update 
 
Elaine Kleckner provided an update on the Falcon Regional Park project and addressed questions 
from the Board.   The grand opening ceremony is scheduled for June 11, 2016.  
 
E.      Pikes Peak Birding and Nature Festival 
 
Todd Marts provided an overview of the upcoming 2nd annual Pikes Peak Birding and Nature 
Festival on May 20 – 22, 2016.  Sixteen public, private and non-profit organizations are joining 
together for this ecotourism festival which promotes conservation and education to explore the 
areas natural and agricultural heritage resources in the Pikes Peak region. Nearly 500 activity 
registrations have been received so far.  
 
F.      2017 – 2021 El Paso County Strategic Plan 
 
Tim Wolken presented proposed objectives to be considered for inclusion in the 2017 – 2021 El 
Paso County Strategic Plan and addressed questions by the Board.  
 
Jeff Cramer moved to endorse the proposed objectives for the 2017 – 2021 El Paso County 
Strategic Plan.  Jane Dillon seconded the motion. The motion carried 9 - 0. 

 
8. Monthly Reports: 

 
Tim Wolken gave an update on the reopening of the section of the New Santa Fe Regional Trail 
located on Air Force Academy property.  County and Air Force Academy leadership will meet 
soon to discuss the trail project and Wolken will report back. 
 
Elaine Kleckner provided an update on the Pineries Open Space project.  The next steps include  
launching the final design for the phase 1 improvements which includes completing the trailhead, 
multi-use trails, and other park amenities. 
 
Jeff Cramer inquired about the status of a pocket park at the Painted Sky at Waterview 
Development. Staff will contact the developer and report back to the Board at the next meeting. 
 
(Jeff Cramer left the meeting at 3:02 p.m.) 
 
9. Board/Staff Comments:   
 
Brad Bixler provided an overview of the itinerary for the upcoming Park Advisory Board tour. 
The participants will meet at the Parks Administrative Building, 2002 Creek Crossing on 
Saturday, May 14th at 9:45 a.m. and will visit a variety of park sites in the Central District.    
 
10. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.   

 
 

        
 Judi Tobias, Secretary  
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Resolution 
 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Michael Straub served as a Commissioner District #2 

representative to the El Paso County Parks Advisory Board from 
September, 2010 to May 2016; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Straub’s leadership and commitment have contributed 

significantly to the development of the El Paso County system of 
parks, trails, open space, recreation and cultural programs and 
facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Mr. Straub served as Chair of the Park Advisory Board and 

participated on a variety of committees including the Citizens 
Budget Oversight Committee and the Fountain Creek Nature 
Center Capital Campaign Committee; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Straub exhibited a strong desire for transparency and public 

participation in all aspects of the operation of El Paso County Parks 
and encouraged citizens to participate in public processes and 
provide input on park projects; and   

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Straub fostered unity and consensus and helped create an 

environment where all participants felt heard and respected; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Straub’s insight, enthusiasm and positive attitude have been 

appreciated by both the Park Advisory Board and staff; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Parks Advisory Board hereby 
expresses its appreciation to Mr. Michael Straub for his years of volunteer 
service to the community and El Paso County. 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be recorded in the 
minutes of the El Paso County Parks Advisory Board Meeting, and thereafter 
preserved as a tribute to Michael Straub’s volunteer service, and an executed 
copy thereof be first read and then delivered to him. 
 
DONE THIS 11th day of May, 2016, at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 
Parks Advisory Board of El Paso County, Colorado 
 
By: 
 
_______________________ 
Jeff Cramer, Vice-Chair                                                 
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Resolution 
 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Jeff Cramer served as a Commissioner District #4 

representative on the El Paso County Parks Advisory Board from 
April, 2010 to May 2016; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cramer’s leadership and commitment have contributed 

significantly to the development of the El Paso County system of 
parks, trails, open space, recreation and cultural programs and 
facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Mr. Cramer served as Vice-Chair of the Park Advisory Board and 

participated on a variety of committees including the Fountain 
Creek Nature Center Capital Campaign Committee, the Parks 
Master Plan update, and the Fountain Creek Regional Park Master 
Plan Committee; and  

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cramer exhibited a strong desire for transparency and public 

participation in all aspects of the operation of El Paso County 
Parks; and  

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cramer consistently championed the development of 

neighborhood parks and encouraged developers to include urban 
park opportunities in their respective developments; and   

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cramer’s knowledge, enthusiasm and positive attitude have 

been appreciated by both the Park Advisory Board and staff.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Parks Advisory Board hereby 
expresses its appreciation to Mr. Jeff Cramer for his years of volunteer service to 
the community and El Paso County. 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be recorded in the 
minutes of the El Paso County Parks Advisory Board Meeting, and thereafter 
preserved as a tribute to Jeff Cramer’s volunteer service, and an executed copy 
thereof be first read and then delivered to him. 
 
DONE THIS 11th day of May, 2016, at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 
Parks Advisory Board of El Paso County, Colorado 
 
By: 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Straub, Chair                                                 
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Flying Horse North Planned Unit Development Plan 
 
Agenda Date:  May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #6 - A 
 
Presenter:   Jason Meyer, Project Manager 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request for approval by NES, Inc., on behalf of PRI 2 LLC, for approval of a PUD 
development plan for Flying Horse North. A request to rezone the property from 
RR-5 to PUD is being processed concurrently. The proposed subdivision totals 
1,417 acres and includes 283 single-family residential lots with a minimum lot 
size of 2.5 acres, 114.4 acres of open space, and a 199.1-acre 18-hole golf 
course. The property is located north of Black Forest Regional Park, bounded by 
State Highway 83 on the west, Black Forest Road on the east, and Hodgen Road 
to the north. This project area is within the Black Forest Preservation Plan area. 
 
Consistent with El Paso County Land Development Code standards for a PUD, 
the applicant is proposing a dedication of open space that would exceed the 10% 
minimum requirement by providing 313.5 acres, or 22% of the site, as open 
space. This includes a 199.1-acre golf course, two open space parks totaling 
92.3 acres, and 22.1 acres of other open space tracts. The PUD development 
plan also includes landscape buffers along boundaries with adjacent 
subdivisions, including the southern boundary with Cathedral Pines, where El 
Paso County Parks owns several narrow bands of property to accommodate 
internal Black Forest Regional Park trails.  
 
El Paso County Parks staff met with the applicant to discuss the proposed trail 
alignment and possible open space dedication to the County. Staff expressed 
concerns with the dedication concept, citing lack of contiguity with Black Forest 
Regional Park, being outside of a Parks Master Plan candidate open space area, 
and lack of County resources to adequately maintain small open space areas. 
Staff recommends these two open space parks be maintained by a local 
metropolitan district or homeowners association.  
 
The El Paso County Parks Master Plan shows an alignment of the Fox Run 
Regional Trail running through the project area. This Primary Regional Trail links 
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several regional trails and connects Black Forest Regional Park to Fox Run 
Regional Park. The PUD development plan shows a 25-foot wide County Trail 
easement running along the southern boundary, continuing north through an 
open space park, where the trail is then planned to connect to Hodgen Road 
through two other subdivisions currently in the County development review 
process Sundance Ranch and Providence Point Estates. Additionally, the 
applicant is proposing an internal trail system throughout the project area to be 
owned and maintained by a Homeowners Association. The applicant is including 
equestrian restrictions on these internal trails, however the County trail will be 
designated as multi-use and allow equestrian access. 
 
El Paso County Parks staff supports the regional trail as shown on the PUD 
development plan, and recommends the applicant provide a 25-foot wide public 
regional trail easement to be dedicated to the County via final plat for public 
access and the construction and maintenance of the primary regional trail.  
 
 
Recommended Motion:  
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners 
that approval of the Flying Horse North Planned Unit Development Plan include 
the following condition: Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park 
purposes in the amount of $95,088, and request that a 25-foot wide public 
regional trail easement through the open space park and along the southern 
property line be dedicated to the County via the final plat for public multi-use 
trails.  
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development – Sketch 

Plan Amendment, Preliminary Plan, Final Plat 
 
Agenda Date:  May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #6 - B 
 
Presenter:   Jason Meyer, Project Manager 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request for approval by William Guman and Associates, LTD, on behalf of 
Westbrook Capital Holdings, LLC, for approval of a sketch plan amendment, 
preliminary plan and final plat for the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development. 
The property totals 120.03 acres and is located northeast of the Interstate 25 and 
Northgate Interchange, along Gleneagle Drive within the former Gleneagle Golf 
Course. The applicant is proposing to subdivide the property into 56 single-family 
residential lots and open space tracts totaling 99.58 acres. This project area is 
within the Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan area. 
 
A request to rezone the property from RR-5 (Rural Residential 5-acres) and PUD 
(Planned Unit Development) to RR-5 and RS-6000 (Suburban Residential 6,000-
square feet is being processed concurrently. The applicant also intends to 
resubmit the Filing No. 1 Final Plat to include the areas identified in Filings No. 2 
and 3 within this application. 
 
The El Paso County Parks Master Plan shows no regional trails running through 
or directly adjacent to the proposed subdivision. The proposed Jackson Creek 
Primary Regional Trail is located approximately 0.20 miles northwest of the 
property, while the Smith Creek Secondary Regional Trail is located 
approximately 0.20 miles to the southeast. The property is not located within any 
candidate open space land, however the City of Colorado Springs’ Northgate 
Open Space is approximately 500 feet to the south.  
 
The applicant is proposing to vest ownership and maintenance of the open space 
tracts with the developer. Staff notes that there are several internal trails, running 
along abandoned golf cart roads, that make useful neighborhood connections 
and provide recreational benefits to the development and the community. Staff 
encourages the applicant to retain these trail connections and show them on the 
drawings for the Sketch Plan, Preliminary Plan, and Final Plat. 
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Sketch Plan Amendment / Preliminary Plan: 
 
The Sketch Plan totals 120.03 acres with 56 residential lots and open space 
tracts in three filings. However the letter of intent indicates that the applicant is 
proposing to combine the submitted three filings into a single filing. To accurately 
depict the filing, staff requests the applicant resubmit the Sketch Plan to include 
only one filing. For the purposes of this review, staff will provide comments for 
one filing. 
 
Staff also notes that there is a 15.04 acre discrepancy in the Sketch Plan site 
data. The submitted Sketch Plan includes a legal description for all three filings 
totaling 120.03 acres, while the Site Data Table outlines 135.06 acres. Staff 
requests the applicant correct these calculations so residential lots, open space 
tracts and gross density can be calculated. For purposes of this review, staff is 
deferring to the legal description which totals 120.03 acres. 
 
El Paso County Parks fees for the proposed 56 single-family units would total 
$18,816 in regional park fees and $11,872 in urban park fees based on the 
proposed density.  
 
Filing No. 1 Final Plat: 
 
Filing No. 1 totals 120.14 acres and includes 56 single-family residential lots and 
two open space tracts totaling 87.07 acres. This filing includes the majority of the 
abandoned golf fairways, club house site, and a 10.35 acre site previously zoned 
PUD for patio homes. The applicant is proposing to rezone both the abandoned 
golf course and patio home site to RS-6,000 from RR-5 and PUD respectively. El 
Paso County Parks fees for the proposed 56 single-family units would total 
$18,816 in regional park fees and $11,872 in urban park fees based on the 
proposed density.  
 
Recommended Motion (Sketch Plan Amendment):  
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners 
that approval of the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development- Sketch Plan 
Amendment include the following condition: Correct project area and correct the 
Site Data Table. Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park 
purposes in the amount of $18,816 and urban fees in the amount of $11,872. 
Staff encourages the applicant to retain the existing trail connections within the 
open space tracts for the benefit of the development and the community. 
 
Recommended Motion (Preliminary Plan):  
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners 
that approval of the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development- Preliminary Plan 
include the following condition: Correct project area and correct the Site Data 
Table. Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the 
amount of $18,816 and urban fees in the amount of $11,872. Staff encourages 
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the applicant to retain the existing trail connections within the open space tracts 
for the benefit of the development and the community. 
 
Recommended Motion (Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Filing No. 
1 - Final Plat):  
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners 
that approval of the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Filing No. 1 – Final 
Plat include the following condition: Correct project area and correct the Site 
Data Table. Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in 
the amount of $18,816 and urban fees in the amount of $11,872. Staff 
encourages the applicant to retain the existing trail connections within the open 
space tracts for the benefit of the development and the community. 
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Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Sketch Plan
Amendment
SKP-16-001, SP-16-004, SF-16-010

$83.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units= $4,648.00
$129.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units = $7.224.00

$11,872.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that
approval of the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Sketch Plan Amendment
include the following condition: Correct project area and Site Data Table. Require fees
in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $18,816 and urban 
park fees in the amount of 11,872. Staff encourages the applicant to retain the existing
trail connections within the open space tracts for the benefit of the development and the
community. 

April 28, 2016

Sketch Plan

0

120.03
56

0.47

2
2

RR-5 / PUD RR-5 / RS-6000

2

0.0194 Acres x 56 Dwelling Units = 1.09 acres 0.00375 Acres x 56 Dwelling Units = 0.21 acres
0.00625 Acres x 56 Dwelling Units = 0.35 acres

0.56 acres

2 2

Westbrook Capital Holdings, LLC
9800 Pyramid Court, Suite 400
Englewood, CO 80112

William Guman & Associates, LTD
731 North Weber Street, Suite 10
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)

2

$336.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units= $18,816.00

X
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Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Preliminary Plan

SKP-16-001, SP-16-004, SF-16-010

$83.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units= $4,648.00
$129.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units = $7.224.00

$11,872.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that
approval of the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Preliminary Plan include the
following condition: Correct project area and Site Data Table. Require fees in lieu of
land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $18,816 and urban park fees
in the amount of 11,872. Staff encourages the applicant to retain the existing trail
connections within the open space tracts for the benefit of the development and the
community. 

April 28, 2016

Preliminary Plan
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Englewood, CO 80112

William Guman & Associates, LTD
731 North Weber Street, Suite 10
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)

2

$336.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units= $18,816.00

X
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Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development
Filing No. 1 - Final Plat
SKP-16-001, SP-16-004, SF-16-010

$83.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units= $4,648.00
$129.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units = $7.224.00

$11,872.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that
approval of the Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development Filing No. 1 Final Plat
include the following condition: Correct project area and the Site Data Table. Require
fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $18,816 and
urban park fees in the amount of 11,872. Staff encourages the applicant to retain the
existing trail connections within the open space tracts for the benefit of the development
and the community. 

April 28, 2016

Final Plat

0

120.03
56

0.47

2
2

RR-5 / PUD RR-5 / RS-6000

2

0.0194 Acres x 56 Dwelling Units = 1.09 acres 0.00375 Acres x 56 Dwelling Units = 0.21 acres
0.00625 Acres x 56 Dwelling Units = 0.35 acres

0.56 acres

2 2

Westbrook Capital Holdings, LLC
9800 Pyramid Court, Suite 400
Englewood, CO 80112

William Guman & Associates, LTD
731 North Weber Street, Suite 10
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)

2

$336.00 / Unit x 56 Dwelling Units= $18,816.00
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 – Vacation and Replat / 

Final Plat 
 
Agenda Date:   May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #6 - C 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request by Land Resource Associates, on behalf of Walden Holdings I, LLC., for 
approval of Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 Vacation and Re-Plat/Final Plat.  The 
development is zoned PUD and is located in northern El Paso County, east of the Town 
of Monument, near the intersection of Highway 105 and Highway 83.  The proposed 
18.48-acre development will include 4 single-family residential lots, with an average lot 
size of 1 acre.  The property is within the Black Forest Preservation Plan boundary. 
 
The El Paso County Parks Master Plan (2013) shows that Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 
3 impacts the proposed Cherry Creek Regional Trail, which serves as an important link 
between the Town of Monument to points southward, including both Fox Run Regional 
Park and Black Forest Regional Park.  The open space dedication proposed with this 
subdivision comprises approximately 14.6 acres, or more than 78% of the project area, 
and exceeds the required open space dedication.  An extensive trail network exists 
within Walden Preserve 2, with nearly all of the trails connecting to the proposed Cherry 
Creek Regional Trail. 
 
On March 20, 2014, the developer and the El Paso County Board of County 
Commissioners executed a park lands agreement, which addressed credits against both 
regional and urban park fees based on the 116-lot Walden Preserve 2 PUD 
Development Plan and subdivision to follow.  Regional park fees were waived in 
exchange for the construction of a 1.5-mile section of regional trail and dedication to El 
Paso County within 2 years of the execution of the Park Lands Agreement, which has 
occurred.  Urban park fees were waived pursuant to the provisions of the Park Lands 
Agreement in exchange for the development of urban park amenities, to be installed 
within 2 years after the recording of the first plat filing within the property, which was 
Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 1, recorded on June 30, 2015.   
 
Staff acknowledges that the 1.5-mile section of the Cherry Creek Regional Trail has 
been completed as drawn on the Walden Preserve 2 PUD Development Plan and as 
shown in the Deed of Non-Exclusive Easement for Regional Trail-Walden Preserve 2.   
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Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 Vacation and Re-Plat/Final Plat shows the creation of 2 
new 1-acre lots in previously platted Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 1 open space, while 
one previously platted lot of the same filing has been converted to open space.  The 
addition of 1 new lot will not increase the approved and recorded Walden Preserve 2 
PUD Development Plan density, as a single lot is being removed from Walden Preserve 
2 Filing No. 7, which has yet to be submitted as a final plat.   
 
Staff recommends approval of Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 Vacation and Re-
Plat/Final Plat subject to the following conditions:  
  

 Staff acknowledges the waiver of regional park fees in exchange for the trail 
construction and dedication of the Cherry Creek Regional trail easement. 

 The regional trail easement shall be shown on Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 
3 Final Plat and all subsequent filings. 

 Pursuant to the existing park lands agreement, the landowner shall complete 
the installation of urban park amenities before June 30, 2017. 
 

 
Recommended Motion: 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that 
the approval of Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 Vacation and Replat / Final Plat include 
the following conditions: 
 

 Staff acknowledges the waiver of regional park fees in exchange for the trail 
construction and dedication of the Cherry Creek Regional trail easement. 

 The regional trail easement shall be shown on Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 
3 Final Plat and all subsequent filings. 

 Pursuant to the existing park lands agreement, the landowner shall complete 
the installation of urban park amenities before June 30, 2017. 
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Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 - Vacation and Re-plat

VR-16-006

$83.00 / Unit x 0 Dwelling Units = $0.00
$129.00 / Unit x 0 Dwelling Units = $0.00

$0.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that the approval of 
Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 Vacation and Replat / Final Plat include the following conditions: 
-  Staff acknowledges the waiver of regional park fees in exchange for the trail construction and 
dedication of the Cherry Creek Regional trail easement. 
-  The regional trail easement shall be shown on Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 Final Plat and all 
subsequent filings. 
-  Pursuant to the existing park lands agreement, the landowner shall complete the installation of urban 
park amenities before June 30, 2017.

May 11, 2016

Final Plat

0

18.48
4

0.22

2
1

PUD PUD

2

0.0194 Acres x 4 Dwelling Units = 0.078 acres 0.00375 Acres x 0 Dwelling Units = 0.000 acres
0.00625 Acres x 0 Dwelling Units = 0.000 acres

0.000 acres

2 1

Walden Holdings I, LLC
Matthew Dunston
17145 Colonial Park Drive
Monument, CO 80132-8473

Land Resource Associates
Dave Jones
9736 Mountain Road
Chipita Park, CO 80809

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)

1

$336.00 / Unit x 4 Dwelling Units= $1,344.00
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch – PUD 

Development Plan / Preliminary Plan and Final Plat 
 
Agenda Date:   May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #6 - D 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request by GTL Development, Inc., for approval of The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian 
Ranch PUD Development Plan/Preliminary Plan, as well as the approval of the final plat 
for Filing No. 1.  The Vistas at Meridian Ranch development is zoned PUD and is 
located on the eastern edge of the Meridian Ranch development, northeast of the town 
of Falcon, at the intersection of Eastonville Road and Londonderry Drive, to the 
immediate south of Falcon High School.  The proposed 56-acre development will include 
221 single-family residential lots, with an average lot size of 6,946 square feet.  The 
property is within the Falcon-Peyton Small Area Master Plan boundary. 
 
The El Paso County Parks Master Plan (2013) shows that The Vistas at Meridian Ranch 
development impacts the proposed Eastonville Road Regional Trail, which has 
connections to the Rock Island Regional Trail 3 miles to the south and Falcon Regional 
Park 1 mile to the north.  When completed, the Eastonville Regional Trail will ultimately 
connect the town of Falcon to the Palmer Divide Regional Trail to the north of the project 
site.  The open space dedication proposed with this subdivision comprises 
approximately 8 acres, or more than 14% of the subdivision, and exceeds the required 
open space dedication.  Numerous additional recreation amenities exist in the Meridian 
Ranch Development, and others are planned for future phases of the development.   
 
The developer intends to submit a request for a park lands agreement to address credits 
against urban park fees for this subdivision.  Parks staff will review the agreement, and if 
acceptable, will submit it for endorsement at the May 11 Park Advisory Board meeting.  
Urban park fees that would be due under 2016 urban park fees would amount to 
$46,852.  There are no regional park fees required for this subdivision pursuant to the 
existing park lands agreement for dedication of land for the Falcon Regional Park. 
 
In November 2015, the Meridian Ranch Sketch Plan Amendment included language in 
the General Note section stating the following condition: “A 25’ regional trail easement 
along Eastonville Road to be dedicated to El Paso County.” 
 
Staff acknowledges the waiver of regional park fees as outlined in the 2014 park lands 
agreement, and recommends that waiver of urban park fees be addressed in a future 
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park lands agreement (to be executed prior to recording of final plat). The waiver would 
be subject to provision of additional neighborhood park amenities, specifically the small 
park planned for development within Tract B.  Staff recommends that the approval of 
The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch PUD Development Plan / Preliminary Plan, as 
well as the final plat for Filing 1 include the following conditions: 
 

 As stated in the general notes of the approved 2015 Meridian Ranch Sketch 
Plan Amendment, the landowner shall dedicate to El Paso County a 25' trail 
easement along Eastonville Road that allows for public access, as well as 
construction and maintenance of a primary regional trail, and the 
aforementioned easement be shown on the PUD Development Plan / 
Preliminary Plan, and shall be shown and dedicated on the Final Plat. 

 Provision of urban park amenities under a park lands agreement, specifically 
the construction of park amenities in Tract B, may be an acceptable 
alternative to urban park fees, provided the agreement is approved by the 
County and executed prior to recording The Vistas Filing No. 1 Final Plat. 

 Regional fees are not required pursuant to the existing park lands agreement 
for regional park land dedication. 
 

 
Recommended Motion (The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch – PUD 
Development Plan / Preliminary Plan): 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that 
the approval of The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch PUD Development Plan / 
Preliminary Plan include the following conditions: 

 As stated in the general notes of the approved 2015 Meridian Ranch Sketch 
Plan Amendment, the landowner shall dedicate to El Paso County a 25' trail 
easement along Eastonville Road that allows for public access, as well as 
construction and maintenance of a primary regional trail, and the 
aforementioned easement be shown on the PUD Development Plan / 
Preliminary Plan, and shall be shown and dedicated on the Final Plat. 

 Provision of urban park amenities under a park lands agreement, specifically 
the construction of park amenities in Tract B, may be an acceptable 
alternative to urban park fees, provided the agreement is approved by the 
County and executed prior to recording The Vistas Filing No. 1 Final Plat. 

 Regional fees are not required pursuant to the existing park lands agreement 
for regional park land dedication. 

 
 

Recommended Motion (The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch – Final Plat): 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that 
the approval of The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch Final Plat include the following 
conditions: 

 As stated in the general notes of the approved 2015 Meridian Ranch Sketch 
Plan Amendment, the landowner shall dedicate to El Paso County a 25' trail 
easement along Eastonville Road that allows for public access, as well as 
construction and maintenance of a primary regional trail, and the 
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aforementioned easement be shown on the PUD Development Plan / 
Preliminary Plan, and shall be shown and dedicated on the Final Plat. 

 Provision of urban park amenities under a park lands agreement, specifically 
the construction of park amenities in Tract B, may be an acceptable 
alternative to urban park fees, provided the agreement is approved by the 
County and executed prior to recording The Vistas Filing No. 1 Final Plat. 

 Regional fees are not required pursuant to the existing park lands agreement 
for regional park land dedication. 
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The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch - PUD
Development Plan / Preliminary Plan
PUDSP-16-001

$83.00 / Unit x 221 Dwelling Units = $18,343.00
$129.00 / Unit x 221 Dwelling Units = $28,509.00

$46,852.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that the approval of The Vistas Filing 
No. 1 at Meridian Ranch PUD Development Plan / Preliminary Plan include the following conditions: 
-   As stated in the general notes of the approved 2015 Meridian Ranch Sketch Plan Amendment, the landowner shall 
dedicate to El Paso County a 25' trail easement along Eastonville Road that allows for public access, as well as 
construction and maintenance of a primary regional trail, and the aforementioned easement be shown on the PUD 
Development Plan / Preliminary Plan, and shall be shown and dedicated on the Final Plat. 
-   Provision of urban park amenities under a park lands agreement, specifically the construction of park amenities in 
Tract B, may be an acceptable alternative to urban park fees, provided the agreement is approved by the County and 
executed prior to recording The Vistas Filing No. 1 Final Plat. 
-   Regional fees are not required pursuant to the existing park lands agreement for regional park land dedication. 

May 11, 2016

PUD / SP

0

56
221
3.95

2
3

PUD PUD

2

0.0194 Acres x 221 Dwelling Units = 4.287 acres 0.00375 Acres x 221 Dwelling Units = 0.83 acres
0.00625 Acres x 221 Dwelling Units = 1.38 acres

2.21 acres

2 3

GTL, Inc.
DBA GTL Development, Inc
3575 Kenyon Street, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92110

N.E.S., Inc.
Andrea Barlow
619 North Cascade Avenue, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)X
3

$336.00 / Unit x 221 Dwelling Units= $74,256.00
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The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch - Final Plat

SF-16-007

$83.00 / Unit x 221 Dwelling Units = $18,343.00
$129.00 / Unit x 221 Dwelling Units = $28,509.00

$46,852.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that the approval of The Vistas Filing 
No. 1 at Meridian Ranch Final Plat include the following conditions: 
-  As stated in the general notes of the approved 2015 Meridian Ranch Sketch Plan Amendment, the landowner shall 
dedicate to El Paso County a 25' trail easement along Eastonville Road that allows for public access, as well as
construction and maintenance of a primary regional trail, and the aforementioned easement be shown on the PUD 
Development Plan / Preliminary Plan, and shall be shown and dedicated on the Final Plat. 
-   Provision of urban park amenities under a park lands agreement, specifically the construction of park amenities in 
Tract B, may be an acceptable alternative to urban park fees, provided the agreement is approved by the County and 
executed prior to recording The Vistas Filing No. 1 Final Plat. 
-   Regional fees are not required pursuant to the existing park lands agreement for regional park land dedication. 

May 11, 2016

Final Plat

0

56
221
3.95

2
3

PUD PUD

2

0.0194 Acres x 221 Dwelling Units = 4.287 acres 0.00375 Acres x 221 Dwelling Units = 0.83 acres
0.00625 Acres x 221 Dwelling Units = 1.38 acres

2.21 acres

2 3

GTL, Inc.
DBA GTL Development, Inc
3575 Kenyon Street, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92110

N.E.S., Inc.
Andrea Barlow
619 North Cascade Avenue, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)X
3

$336.00 / Unit x 221 Dwelling Units= $74,256.00
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 

 
Agenda Item Summary Form 

 
 
Agenda Item Title:  Painted Sky at Waterview Update  
 
Agenda Date:   May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #6 - E 
 
Presenter:   Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 
  
Information:   X  Endorsement:   
 
 
Background: 
 
The Park Advisory Board has always had an interest in promoting neighborhood and 
pocket parks to serve the citizens of El Paso County.  The Park Advisory Board 
recognizes that El Paso County Park’s mission focuses on provision of regional facilities, 
but that other recreation providers and programs can help address park needs at the 
local level.  The Urban Park Grant Program is one way that other recreation providers 
can benefit from El Paso County funding derived from urban park fees. 
 
Park Advisory Board members expressed interest in the status of recreation 
opportunities in the Painted Sky at Waterview development. 
 
Status: 
 
The Painted Sky at Waterview, located south of Powers Boulevard and west of the 
future Bradley Road extension, is now owned by Waterview Investments, LLC (aka 
Journey Homes).  The last development application on which the Park Advisory Board 
commented was the Filing No. 7 Final Plat in 2014 with 105 units on 22.87 acres, which 
was the last plat to be filed for the development.  The development as a whole has a 
number of small tracts that could accommodate small scale recreation improvements.  It 
is directly adjacent to a City of Colorado Springs TOPS open space area, Blue Stem 
Open Space, with Big Johnson Reservoir to the south. 
 
Staff reached out to Journey Homes to inform them of the Urban Park Grant Program. 
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Park Lands Agreement – GTL, Inc., for The Vistas at 

Meridian Ranch. 
 
Agenda Date:   May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #7 - A 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner  
    Community Services Department 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
The Vistas at Meridian Ranch is a 56-acre development located southeast of the 
intersection of Londonderry Road and Lambert Road, adjacent to Eastonville Road.  The 
developer, GTL, Inc., is in the process of completing a PUD Development/Preliminary 
Plan Amendment and Final Plat applications for a portion of the Property to be platted as 
The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch for development of 221 single-family lots, and 
applications are anticipated to go before the Planning Commission and the Board of 
County Commissioners in 2016.   
 
At the May 2016 Park Advisory Board (PAB) meeting, the subdivision review form 
recommended motion included the following in the condition regarding The Vistas Filing 
No. 1 at Meridian Ranch Final Plat: 
 
“Provision of urban park amenities under a park lands agreement, specifically the 
construction of park amenities in Tract B, may be an acceptable alternative to urban park 
fees, provided the agreement is approved by the County and executed prior to recording 
The Vistas Filing No. 1 Final Plat.” 
 
Please find enclosed the proposed Park Lands Agreement that includes providing a 
waiver of the $46,852 of urban park fees provided the Property Owner constructs the 
small park and associated amenities within two years of the execution of the agreement.   
The Property Owner estimates the overall cost of the project to be approximately 
$82,400. The project includes a playground, benches, and landscaping to include 
irrigated turf and trees. 
 
Recommended Motion: 
 
___________________  move to endorse the Park Lands Agreement with GTL, Inc., for 
the Vistas at Meridian Ranch. 
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PARK LANDS AGREEMENT 

THE VISTAS FILING NO. 1 AT MERIDIAN RANCH 
 
THIS PARK LANDS AGREEMENT (“the Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
____day of_______, 2016, by and between GTL, Inc. ("Property Owner") and EL PASO 
COUNTY, BY AND THROUGH THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS of EL 
PASO COUNTY COLORADO (“County”). 
 
RECITALS 
 
A. Property Owner is the owner of a large parcel of property situated in an 
unincorporated portion of El Paso County, State of Colorado consisting of approximately 
2,650 acres and commonly known and described as Meridian Ranch (the "Property"), 
which Property was approved for development by the Board of County Commissioners 
of El Paso County on March 9, 2000. 
 
B. Property Owner is in the process of completing PUD Development/Preliminary Plan 
and Final Plat applications for a portion of the Property to be platted as The Vistas Filing 
No. 1 at Meridian Ranch for development of 221 single-family lots, which applications 
are anticipated to go before the Planning Commission and the Board of County 
Commissioners in 2016.   
 
C. Pursuant to the requirements of the El Paso County Land Development Code (the 
"Code"), the El Paso County Development Services Department estimates the Urban 
Park Fees for The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch to be $46,852. 
 
D. The County desires to grant the Property Owner $46,852 in Urban Park Credits, 
provided that the Property Owner installs a neighborhood park of an equal or greater 
value to certain parcels identified as Tract B on The Vistas Filing No. l at Meridian Ranch 
Final Plat. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants 
hereinafter set forth, as well as the above Recitals, which are a material part hereof, the 
County and the Property Owner agree as follows:  
 
1.  Park Development and Obligations.  Property Owner shall satisfy its urban park 
development requirements and obligations for The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch 
by installing or causing the installation of a neighborhood park through Tract B of The 
Vistas Filing No. l at Meridian Ranch Final Plat in lieu of paying $46,852 in Urban Park 
Fees at the time of recording the final plat. By execution and recordation of this 
Agreement, the Meridian Ranch Property is hereby burdened and encumbered by this 
Agreement. 
 

a. From and after the date of recordation of the subdivision plat for The Vistas Filing 
No. 1 at Meridian Ranch, the Property Owner shall install or cause to install 
certain park improvements within the designated tracts.  

 
b. The value of the improvements installed shall be equal to or greater than 

$46,852. 
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c. The Property Owner will provide plans, specifications, and a construction cost 

estimate for the park improvements to the County for review and approval prior to 
the recording of the final plat for The Vistas Filing No. 1 at Meridian Ranch.  

 
d. The improvements shall be fully completed within two years of the execution of 

this Agreement. If not completed within two years, the Urban Park Fees in the 
amount of $46,852 will be immediately paid to the County. If the above 
mentioned conditions are not satisfied with the two year period, El Paso County 
Parks will not consider future applications within Meridian Ranch until such the 
improvements have been completed or fees have been paid.  

 
e. The park and trails will remain for public use in perpetuity, consistent with the 

zoning of the property identified in the approved The Vistas Filing No. 1 at 
Meridian Ranch PUD Development/Preliminary Plan. 

 
2.   Maintenance. Unless otherwise mutually agreed by the Property Owner and the 
County, the Park will be maintained in perpetuity either by the Property Owner or the 
Meridian Service Metropolitan District for the benefit of the public. 
 
 3.    Installation. The Property Owner, at no cost to the County, shall be responsible to 
install or cause to install all park improvements pursuant to this Agreement and to pay or 
cause to be paid any necessary tap fees to properly irrigate the park improvements. Any 
and all park improvements are subject to review and acceptance by the County. All 
improvements shall be installed in compliance with all applicable County regulations, 
resolutions, and standards.  
 
4. Successors and Assigns. This Agreement is binding on and inures to the benefit of 
the heirs, successors, and assigns of the Parties hereto, including any successive 
owners or developers of the Property. 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS of the foregoing provisions, the Parties have executed this Agreement as 
of the date first entered above. 
 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISIONERS   
EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO 
 
 
By: ___________________________   
 Amy Lathen, Chair      
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Clerk & Recorder 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
________________________________ 
County Attorney’s Office 
 
 
 
GTL, IIC. 
 
 
By: _____________________________ 
 Douglas E. Woods, Vice President 
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 

 
Agenda Item Summary Form 

 
 
Agenda Item Title:  Jones Park Update  
 
Agenda Date:   May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #7 - B 
 
Presenter:   Tim Wolken, Director 
    Community Services Department 
 
Information:   X  Endorsement:   
 
Background 
The City of Colorado Springs (City) desired to divest ownership of Jones Park, 1,172 
acre site located west of Colorado Springs, in 2014 as the site no longer had operational 
value for Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU).   CSU staff initially proposed conveying the 
site to the United States Forest Service.  El Paso County expressed interest in the 
property being conveyed to the County to address the following objectives:  (1) 
expansion of the regional trail system (2) providing additional public open space and 
recreational opportunities (3) providing Off-Highway Vehicle opportunities (4) ensuring 
continued local ownership of the site which will allow residents access to local 
government County leadership and staff regarding the management of the site. The City 
of Colorado Springs approved conveying Jones Park to El Paso County on January 13, 
2015. 
 
Jones Park History 
One of the first routes to Pikes Peak, known as the  Bear Creek Trail, traversed through 
Jones Park.  Joseph C. Jones came to Colorado as part of the 1859 gold rush.  Jones 
filed a “Declaration of  Occupancy” in 1873 for 160 acres to establish a hotel and 
restaurant for travelers using  the Bear Creek Trail.   Mr. Jones constructed a log house, 
gardens, and fishing ponds which were stocked with greenback cutthroat trout from the 
South Platte River.  Mr. Jones passed in 1882. 
 
Other families settled in the Jones Park area and established several inns and hotels in 
the 1890’s to serve travelers.   The City of Colorado Springs began to purchase property 
/ water rights and construct pipelines in the Bear Creek Watershed / Jones Park area in 
the 1890’s.  The City planned to build a reservoir at Jones Park in the 1950’s but elected 
to not proceed. 
 
Current Status 
1. The U.S. Forest Service is finalizing the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) process in the Bear Creek Watershed to lessen excess sediment that is 
contributing to the degradation of the fish habitat within Bear Creek, specifically 
impacting the Greenback Cutthroat Trout.  It is anticipated the NEPA process will be 
completed by June, 2016. 
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2. The Forest Service and El Paso County are collaborating on the re-routing of 
Captain Jack’s Trail (Trail 667) within the Bear Creek Watershed in 2016.   The trail re-
routing will address the NEPA process and will include the construction of approximately 
five miles of new trail and the closure of 2.5 miles of trail.   
 
3. To complete the re-routing of Captain Jack’s Trail, the County and Forest Service 
are collaborating on contracting with Trails Unlimited, an enterprise group through the 
Forest Service which completes a variety of complex trail projects throughout the United 
States each year, as the trail re-route impacts both County and Forest Service property.   
The overall project budget is $324,000 with El Paso County contributing $190,127.  EPC 
funding will support the construction of approximately three miles of trail and closure of 
two miles of trail within Jones Park.   El Paso County funding is provided by 1A Funds 
($200,000) and a Colorado Water Conservation Board grant ($250,000).    
 
4. County Parks will also construct the Jones Park Trail in 2016.  The trail is 
approximately .7 of a mile and will connect the new Captain Jack’s Trail to the Jones 
Park Historic Area. This section of trail will be for non-motorized use and allow trail users 
to view Jones Park historic sites. 
 
5. El Paso County will also launch on a trail closure plan for the former Captain 
Jack’s Trail within Jones Park by coordinating the development of a trail closure plan in 
2016 with the trail closure work being completed in 2017. 
 
6. The conveyance documents included the County placing a conservation 
easement over Jones Park.   The County has contracted with the Palmer Land Trust to 
complete the easement in 2016. 
 
7. County Parks is collaborating with the City of Colorado Springs on the spraying 
for the Tussock Moth / Budworm in June, 2016.  Approximately 200 acres will be 
sprayed within Jones Park.  
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 

 
Agenda Item Summary Form 

 
 
Agenda Item Title:  2016 - 17 Officer Elections  
 
Agenda Date:   May 11, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #7 - C 
 
Presenter:   Chairperson 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  Approval: X 
 
Background Information: 
 
The Park Advisory Board By-Laws include the election of officers at the May meeting.   
The 2015 -16 officers include: 
 
 Chairperson -  Michael Straub 
 Vice-Chairperson -  Jeff Cramer    
 Second Vice-Chairperson -   Ann Nichols 
 Third Vice-Chairperson - Terri Hayes  
 Secretary -   Judi Tobias 
 
Please find below an excerpt from the Park Advisory Board By-Laws regarding the 
election process: 
 
V. BOARD ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURES 
 

A. Officers 
 

1. At the regular May meeting of each year, the Park Advisory Board shall meet 
and elect officers for the coming year. Officers shall serve from June through 
May. 

 
2. Election of officers shall be in accordance with Roberts’ Rules of Order, Newly 

Revised, as said rules pertain to small boards and committees, or as 
otherwise directed by the Board of County Commissioners 

 
3. In case a vacancy shall occur in any of the offices, an election may be held at 

any regular meeting. 
 

  4. The Chairperson of the Park Advisory Board shall preside at the meetings of 
the Board and shall perform the duties ordinarily performed by that office. The 
Chairperson shall be an ex-officio member of all committees appointed by the 
Park Advisory Board. 
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5. The Vice-Chairperson of the Park Advisory Board, in the absence of the 
Chairperson, shall perform all the duties of the Chairperson. 

 
6. The Second Vice-Chairperson, in the absence of the Chairperson and the Vice-

Chairperson, shall perform all the duties of the Chairperson. 
 
7. The Third Vice-Chairperson, in the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-

Chairperson and the Second Vice-Chairperson, shall perform all the duties of 
the Chairperson. 

 
8. The Secretary, in the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson, the 

Second Vice-Chairperson and the Third Vice-Chairperson, shall call the 
meeting to order and preside until the immediate election of a chairperson pro 
tem. 

 
9. The Secretary shall sign all recorded minutes of meetings that have been 

approved by the Park Advisory Board. 
 
10. Ex-officio Secretary of the Park Advisory Board shall be the Community 

Services Director or his designee. Duties to include: preparation of the agenda, 
keeping a full and true record of all meetings, custodianship of all documents 
and written materials belonging to the Park Advisory Board, and issuance of 
notice of meetings. 

 
        11. The Chairperson, as needed, shall designate committees. 

 
 
 
Recommended Motion: 
 
___________  move to elect  ________________ as the ________________ for the 
Park Advisory Board for the 2016 -17 year. 
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Recreation / Cultural Services Project Manager Priority Status

Upgrade BCNC Exhibits Todd Marts High Fundraising Phase

FCNC Recycled Bottle Exhibit Nancy Bernard High Fabrication Phase

FCNC Cultural History Exhibit Nancy Bernard Medium Fundraising Phase

County Fair Improvements Todd Marts High Implementation Phase

Establish Advanced Equine Clinic Medium

Establish Pollinator Festival Jamie Bequette Medium

Expand Fairgrounds Halloween activities Low

Establish Equestrian Poker Run at FCRP Low

40th Anniversary Celebration - BCNC Todd Marts Medium

Park Operations Division Project Manager Priority Status

Update Park Operations Manual  Brad Bixler High Review Phase

Park Security Officer Expanded Duties Brad Bixler High Approval Phase

Expand Forest Management Program Brad Bixler High

Park Operations Software Upgrade Brad Bixler Completed

Install BC Dog Park Memorial Kyle Melvin Completed

Re-open New Santa Fe Regional Trail Tim Wolken High Planning Phase

Expand Training Program Schedule Brad Bixler Completed

Planning Division Project Manager Priority Status

FC Regional Park Master Plan Update Ross Williams High Implementation Phase

Widefield Community Park Master Plan Update Ross Williams Low

Culturally Modified Tree Studies Ross Williams High Implementation Phase

Fountain Creek Greenway Project Elaine Kleckner Low

Collaborative Trail Development Elaine Kleckner Low

Capital Improvement Projects Project Manager Priority Status

Pineries Open Space - Phase 1 Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Rainbow Falls Recreation Area Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Black Forest Regional Park Improvements Jason Meyer High Design Phase

Falcon Regional Park Development Elaine Kleckner High Construction Phase

Falcon Trailhead Improvements Jason Meyer High Construction Phase

Drake Lake Improvements Low

Flood Recovery Projects Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Maxwell Street Streambank Protection Elaine Kleckner Medium

USACE Section 205 Project Elaine Kleckner Low

Christian Open Space Trail Jason Meyer Medium Planning Phase

County Fairground Improvements Tasha Brackin High Construction Phase

Fountain Creek Regional Park Improvements Ross Williams Medium

Jones Park Improvements Tim Wolken Medium Bid Phase

Ute Pass Regional Trail Expansion Jason Meyer Low Fundraising Phase

Ceresa Park Improvements Brad Bixler High Planning Phase

Bear Creek Regional Park Improvements Brad Bixler Medium Planning Phase

El Paso County Parks

2016 Action Plan
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Open Space Projects Project Manager Priority Status

Elephant Rock Elaine Kleckner High Fundraising Phase

Community Outreach Project Manager Priority Status

County Fair Sponsorships Dana Nordstrom High Fundraising Phase

Partners in the Park Dana Nordstrom High Fundraising Phase

Friends Groups Expansion Dana Nordstrom High Marketing Phase

Nature Center Annual Fundraising Campaign Todd Marts Medium Fundraising Phase

County Fairgrounds Capital Campaign Christine Burns Completed

Parks Annual Giving Campaign Christine Burns Low

BCNC Exhibits Fundraising Campaign Todd Marts High Fundraising Phase

United Way Giving Campaign Christine Burns Medium Research Phase

Elephant Rock Open Space Capital Campaign Elaine Kleckner High Fundraising Phase

Naming Rights Opportunities Christine Burns Low

Expand Marketing Efforts for Health Impacts Christine Burns Low

"How To" Video for Park Rentals Christine Burns Medium

Use of QR Codes Christine Burns Low

Development of Global CSD Calendar Christine Burns Completed

Administration Project Manager Priority Status

Internship Opportunities Christine Burns High Research Phase

Explore Use of Virtual Meetings Deb Reid Completed

Trust for Public Land Funding Study Tim Wolken High Research Phase

Fiber Connections to Park Buildings Deb Reid Completed
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Facility Revenue Totals To Date 2015
 Budget Current Balance Totals to Date
Parks Facility Reservation Revenue 145,000$               79,848$             65,152$           78,118$           
County Fair / Fairgrounds 295,651$               90,299 205,352$         81,333

Total 440,651$               170,147$           270,504$         159,451$         
 

Fundraising Revenue 2015
Purpose Goal Amount Balance Totals to Date

County Fair Sponsorships Fair Operations 65,000$                 65,500$             (500)$               71,500
Partners in the Park Program Park Operations 30,000$                 20,000$             10,000$           15,000
Trust for Community Parks Park Operations 15,000$                 5,726$               9,274$             N/A
Nature Center Fundraising Nature Center Support 25,000$                 735$                  24,265$           8,459
County Fairgrounds Support (Fairgrounds Corp) Programming/Facility Support 40,000$                 50,000$             (10,000)$          40,000
Parks Annual Campaign Park Operations 5,000$                   5,000$             N/A

Total 180,000$               141,961$           33,039$           134,959$         

Grant Funds
CO Water Conservation Board Jones Park 250,000$               
CO Dept of Natural Resources Fuels Mitigation Grant 41,750$                 
Great Outdoor Colorado Fair Grounds Improvements 275,000$               
Total 566,750$               -$                     

 

Parks Division Reservations 2015 2015
Year to Date Rentals Attendance Evaluation  Rentals Attendance
January 16 678 N/A 16 745
February 20 647 N/A 21 221
March 20 201 N/A 15 302
April 111 3259 4.3 149 5188
May
June 
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total 167 4785 201 6456

2016

2016

2016

            Community Services Department
            Parks / Recreation & Cultural Services Divisions

          April 2016 Monthly Report

176



Parks Facility Reservations 2015 2015
April Rentals Attendance Rentals Attendance
Bear Creek Regional Park
Archery Lanes
Athletic Fields 12 600 23 1630
Pavilions 18 912 20 951
Trails 1 100 1 200
Vendor 9 22
Tennis Courts 2 4
Vita Course
Meeting Room 20 254 18 294
Black Forest Regional Park
Athletic Fields 2 70
Pavilions 1 25 4 140
Vendor 
Tennis Courts 16 62 14 88
Fountain Creek Regional Park
Athletic Fields
Pavilions 7 364 10 236
Trails
Disc Golf Course
Fox Run Regional Park
Athletic Fields 22 575 38 1200
Gazebo 6 65 1 150
Warming Hut
Pavilions 7 252 6 195
Trails
Homestead Ranch Regional Park
Pavilions 1 50
Athletic Fields
Trails
Palmer Lake Recreational Area
Palmer Lake Santa Fe Trail
New Santa Fe Trail
Monument Trail Head New Santa Fe Trail
Baptist Road Santa Fe Trail
AFA Santa Fe Trail
Vendor 
Paint Mines Trail
Rock Island Trail
Black Forest Section 16 1 8
Total Park Facility Reservations 111 3259 149 5188

Fairgrounds Facility Reservations 2015 2015
Year to Date Rentals Attendance Evaluation  Rentals Attendance
January 9 240 8 530
February 13 347 15 539
March 9 194 17 541
April 17 3124 21 2070
May

2016

2016
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June 
July
August
September
October
November
December

Total 48 3905 61 3680

Fairgrounds Facility Reservations 
April Rentals Attendance Rentals Attendance

Swink Hall - Fairgrounds

Fair Corporation Meeting 1 5 1 10
FAB Meeting 1 24 1 19
Lions Club Meeting 1 20 1 30
COC Meeting 1 18 1 14
Senior Dinner 2 132 2 160
Celebration of Life 1 50
Calhan HS - Prom 1 150 1 120
Clothing & Tack Sale 1 50
Master Plan Community Meeting 1 30
Calhan School Testing 1 40 1 20

Track

Hot laps 1 30 1 50
Race 1 1732 1 715

Barns

Livestock Arena

Colorado Australian Shepherd Assn. Dog Show 1 300
4-H Select Sale 1 150
Grounds

Easter Egg Hunt cancel-snow 1 130
Great American Clean up 1 3 1 2
Whittemore - Fairgrounds

United Methodist Women - Rummage Sale 1 500 1 400
4-H Rabbit Ralley 1 50 1 50
4H Mock Dog Trail cancel-snow 1 60
Exhibit Hall - Fairgrounds

Livestock Committee Meeting 1 20 1 20
Calhan Ranch Hand Dog Project 2 40
Arena

Jack Pot Barrel Race 1 50

Month Total Fair Facility Reservations 17 3,124 21 2070

2016 2015
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Vandalism Report
Incident Date Location Area Cost

2016 Total -$                     
2015 Total 3,988$             

Volunteerism

Total for Year Goal Volunteers Total Hours Volunteers
Total 
Hours

January 262 1271 401 1607
February 161 2345 42 1642
March 260 2,206 155 1,031
April 645 4,268 996 4,591
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Totals 20,000 hours 1328 10,090 1594 8,871

April Volunteers Total Hours
Park Advisory Board 9 27
Fair Advisory Board 14 704
Fairgrounds Corporation 5 20
Friends of the Nature Centers 96 447
Adopt-A-Trail / Park  / Volunteer Projects/ 520 3,034
Front Range Community Service 1 36
Total 645 4,268

Programming Goal 2015
Totals for Year Programs Attendance Evaluation Programs Attendance
January 33 1438 5.00 28 687
February 26 836 4.97 42 1642
March 50 1028 4.98 51 1014
April 179 3665 4.97 129 3796
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Totals 800 / 21,000 288 6967 4.98 250 7139

2016 2015

2016

2016

2015

179



April Facility Programs Attendance Evaluation

Discover Bear Creek BCNC 19 213
Habitat BCNC 30 435
Incredible Insects BCNC 13 207
Colorado Wildlife Detectives BCNC 2 33
Foothills Field Experience BCNC 1 12
Paint Mine Hike/Birding BCNC 1 22
Birding 101 BCNC 3 46
Great American Clean Up BCNC 1 12
Baby Shower BCNC 1 150
Water, We Care BCNC 4 51
Girl Scouts: Bugs BCNC 1 15
Into The Woods BCNC 1 30
Crew Leader Training BCNC 3 120
Mosaic BCNC 1 14
Boy Scouts BCNC 2 32
Special Kids; Special Families BCNC 1 12
Little Wonders: Eggstravaganza BCNC 1 24
Overture BCNC 1 19
Mom's Group BCNC 1 19
Our House BCNC 1 13
Nature Explorers: Flying Back for Summer BCNC 1 17
Ariel BCNC 2 16
Steller Care BCNC 1 19
Pikes Peak Community College: Environmental Education BCNC 3 54
YMCA: Healthy Kids Day BCNC 1 145
Cheyenne Village BCNC 2 44
Awesome Arthropods FCNC 4 80 5.00
Walk the Wetlands  FCNC 35 784 4.92
Discover the Wetlands FCNC 4 54 5.00
Birthday Party:  Wetlands FCNC 1 35 5.00
Live Birds of Prey FCNC 1 54 5.00
Cub Scouts badge FCNC 1 12 5.00
Pikes Peak Community College FCNC 3 90
Cheyenne Village FCNC 1 10
Outreach:  Pikes Peak BOCES-Insects FCNC 1 31
Nature Adventures:  Wild About Wolves FCNC 1 51
Cultural History Exhibit Meeting FCNC 1 14
Free Story Time with Puppets FCNC 1 40 5.00
Room Rental:  Sierra Club FCNC 1 30
Birding 101 Field Trip FCNC 1 20
Greenway Fund Forum Outreach FCNC 1 100
2's & 3's:  Wiggly Wormology FCNC 1 57 5.00
Girl Scout Event FCNC 9 89 4.70
Bird Festival Meeting FCNC 1 18
Widefield Community Center FCNC 4 73
Outreach:  Woodland Park Insects FCNC 1 44
Pikes Peak Community College Photog. Class FCNC 1 20
Cub Scout group FCNC 1 19
Girl Scout Group FCNC 1 10
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Earth Heroes Stewardship Day FCNC 1 20 5.00
Outreach:  Fountain Mesa Park Arbor Day FCNC 1 75
Brownie/Webelos Scout program FCNC 1 27 5.00
Cub Scouts  FCNC 1 12
Birthday Party:  Big Bugs FCNC 1 22 5.00

TOTALS 179 3665 4.97
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AMY LATHEN, CHAIR 
DENNIS HISEY, VICE CHAIR 

SALLIE CLARK 
DARRYL GLENN 

PEGGY LITTLETON 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
MONTHLY REPORT 

 
SABINE CARTER, ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COORDINATOR 

DEBRA REID, ADMINISTRATIVE SUPERVISOR 
 
 

April 2016 
 
 

 
General Updates: 

1. Facility rental revenue is up by $1,730 from this time in 2015. 

2. There were 111 reservations made in April for a total of $4,965.50. 
 
 

Special Events:  

1. Bear Creek Regional Park was host to a 5K run to raise domestic violence awareness. 
 

2. The first events are booked at the Falcon Regional Park baseball field. The High Plains 
Little League scheduled their USA Baseball Academy and a multi-day All Star 
Tournament. 
 

3. Soccer practices and tournaments have started at many our regional parks. 
 

4. Special event requests for runs, races, family and company functions as well as field 
rentals continue to be submitted in a steady flow. Sixty-seven special event applications 
have been received so far. 
 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
PARK OPERATIONS ~ PLANNING ~ CSU EXTENSION ~ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ~VETERANS SERVICES ~ RECREATION/CULTURAL SERVICES 
  

182



 

 

COMMISSIONERS 
AMY LATHEN, CHAIR 
DENNIS HISEY, VICE CHAIR 

SALLIE CLARK 
DARRYL GLENN 

PEGGY LITTLETON 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
PARK OPERATIONS ~ PLANNING ~ CSU EXTENSION ~ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ~VETERANS SERVICES ~ RECREATION/CULTURAL SERVICES 
   

 
                        COMMUNITY OUTREACH and GRANTS 

Monthly Report – April 2016 
Christine Burns, Community Outreach Manager  

Dana Nordstrom, Community Outreach Coordinator 
 

Community Outreach 
 

1. COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  
a. The Great American Cleanup / Pikes Peak Partners is a coalition consisting of the 

City of Colorado Springs, Colorado Springs Utilities, the Council of Neighbors and 
Organizations, El Paso County, the City of Fountain, the Town of Green Mountain 
Falls, Keep Colorado Springs Beautiful, The City of Manitou Springs, and the Town of 
Monument.   El Paso County Staff partnered with the Great American Cleanup/ 
Pikes Peak Partners this year on April 23rd to improve our environment through 
litter removal.  Nine County Parks and/or Trails were site locations and eight Adopt 
A Park/Trail groups participated.  The collaboration among so many different 
groups, with s common goal to live in a community that is clean, green and 
beautiful, was what truly made this year’s earth month great! 

b. Staffed a table at the Council of Neighbors and Organizations Neighbor Up event 
 
2. FRIENDS GROUPS : The Friends of Bear Creek Dog Park have really blossomed over the 

past couple of months. Staff partnered with the group for April Stools’ Day and will again 
come together for the Dog Park Memorial Dedication on Saturday, May 14th. Please check 
out their new website at www.bearcreekdogpark.com and like them on Facebook. 
 

3. EL PASO COUNTY FAIR:  Although Staff continues to search for a new Presenting Sponsor for 
2016, sponsorship is currently at 100% of goal.  Please contact Dana Nordstrom at 520-6983 
for more information. 

 
Grants 
 

1. EL Paso County Parks received a grant of $150,000 from the Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources, Colorado Parks and Wildlife Trails Program, utilizing Federal Land Water 
Conservation Funds, for Ute Pass Regional Trail construction.  Congratulations to the team and 
thank you Jason Meyer for your outstanding efforts. 
 

183

http://www.bearcreekdogpark.com/


2. If you have an interest working with us on researching grant opportunites and/or writing grants 
to support park projects, please call Christine Burns at 520-6996.  
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RECREATION & CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION 
MONTHLY REPORT – APRIL 2016 

SUBMITTED BY: TODD MARTS, DIVISION MANAGER 
 
General 
 

1. Jamie Bequette announced her departure as Bear Creek Nature Center Supervisor. Her 
last day is May 31, 2016. She leaves the Department with great appreciation and 
admiration for the work accomplished by El Paso County Parks. Jamie will be spreading 
the much needed environmental stewardship message in Guyana, South America with the 
United States Peace Corps come September. The Nature Center Supervisor position is 
now open for applicants. 

 
2.  Antoinette Rodman started on April 19th as Bear Creek Nature Center Seasonal Park 

Interpreter. Antoinette joins us with a wide range of outdoor recreation experience and 
leading groups of many ages under her belt. She’s led rafting, hiking and sightseeing 
tours and worked as a preschool teacher for five years. She has a degree in geography and 
environmental studies and is finishing up an Associates degree in Outdoor Leadership 
and Recreation Technology. Her work experience and education will set her up for 
success while with the nature center.     

 
Projects, Fundraising & Grants: 
 

1. The campaign for the Bear Creek Nature Center Exhibits has begun with a fundraising 
goal of $25,000 to $75,000. 

 
Programs & Events: 
 

1. Bear Creek Nature Center has been very busy leading school groups on the trails. Over 
50 field trips have been planned for spring.   

 
2. Bear Creek Nature Center hosted the Pikes Peak Regional Crew Leader Training with 

Trails and Open Space Coalition, Friends of the Peak, Rocky Mountain Field Institute, 
and other trail advocate groups in the region to train individuals how to successfully and 
safely lead volunteers through maintenance and restoration of trail systems. The training 
was created because limited staff resources are available to maintain the vast array of 
trails in the Pikes Peak Region. By offering training to volunteers more trail work can be 
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completed. Training volunteers is also a way to allow those you love our trails 
opportunity give back.  

 
3. Girl Scout Event on April 16 brought badge-hungry girls and leaders to pre-register in 

large numbers for the annual event.  This year we offered opportunities for Daisy, 
Brownies and Junior Scouts to earn multiple badges by combining programs together 
morning and afternoon.  Daisies earned “petals” for Considerate & Caring and Make 
Your World a Better Place.  Brownies earned Outdoor Adventurer & First Aid and Hiker 
& Bugs.  Juniors earned their Drawing badge and Camper and First Aid.  Snow and 40 
mph winds hampered the event.  Many activities were brought inside, but hikes were 
accomplished too.  Overall score 4.7. 

 
4. Both Children’s Nature Series programs, Wild About Wolves and Wiggly Wormology, 

brought overwhelming numbers to the nature center.  The topics are favorites and 
children loved learning that “Wolves bring balance to nature” and “Wolves give fish cold 
water.”  Some children in the wormology class touched a worm for the first time! 
Scores:  5’s.  (51 and 57 participants respectively). 

 
5.  Earth Heroes, Stewardship Day—Restore the Wetlands brought a great crew of people to 

help rid the wetlands of invasive species.  First they learned what invasive species are 
through a PPT. presentation and a skit; then crews removed teasel, Russian thistle and 
mullein.  We raised awareness of these invasive plants and built camaraderie among the 
participants. 
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Date:  May 11, 2016 

To:     Park Advisory Board 

From:   Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 
 
Subject: Planning Division Monthly Report for April, 2016 
 
 
Capital Projects: 
 

1. Elephant Rock Open Space:  A landowner approached El Paso County Parks regarding 
acquisition of 60 acres of undeveloped property along the new Santa Fe Trail and adjacent to 
the Elephant Rock formation.  Staff is working with the Trails and Open Space Coalition (TOSC), 
the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce and other interested parties to raise funds for acquisition.  
Ballot Question 1A funds and regional park fees comprise the majority of the project budget.  
Only $31,500 more is needed to meet the fundraising goal of $340,000.  
 
2. Rainbow Falls Recreation Area:  The Board of County Commissioners recognized and 
appropriated $308,000 in federal funds received through the State Surface Transportation 
Improvement Program to the project in 2014.  Proposed improvements include bank 
stabilization, service road/trail surfacing, park amenities, secondary trails and parking lot 
improvements.  The Matrix Group prepared construction documents and cost estimates.  Staff is 
now working with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) on a License Agreement 
and to obtain an Option Letter (to formally encumber construction funds).  Procurement of a 
general contractor will be the next step.  CDOT has advised that construction may not begin 
until its bridge repairs are completed this summer.  In the meantime, Parks has advertised for 
bid on some of the FEMA work to repair primitive trails by the Creek, and this project will 
commence in April.  Rainbow Falls Recreation Area is closed until further notice. 
 
3. Pineries Open Space:  FEMA-funded building demolition, existing building 
improvements, and construction of a new restroom have been completed.  The Rocky Mountain 
Field Institute (RMFI) completed forest management work on the west and south ends of the 
property this winter.    A rare plant survey was conducted, with field assessment days on May 
15-16 and July 17-18.  Preliminary results have been delivered, and a final report is expected by 
the end of May.  A Culturally Modified Tree assessment was completed and the accompanying 
reports are being finalized.   Planning Division will initiate a design/build process for Phase 1 
improvements in the second quarter.  Forestry work to address fire impacts and restore a 
healthy forest will be ongoing using a DNR grant and as other funds become available. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
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4. Black Forest Regional Park:  Planning Division continues to work on recovery projects 
and is helping coordinate volunteer projects in 2016.  Planning for drainage improvements, 
forest restoration, and an update of the trails master plan was initiated. 
 
5. Falcon Regional Park:  The Falcon Regional Park Master Plan was approved by the Board 
of County Commissioners on March 3, 2015.  Construction documents for Phase 1A 
improvements were completed with assistance from NES Inc. consultants.  The County selected 
American Civil Constructors to perform the work, with a goal of completion date by June 1, 
2016.  The focus for Phase 1A will be baseball fields, access and parking areas, park 
infrastructure, and basic park amenities.  Grading has been completed.  Installation of utilities, 
irrigation system, dugouts and ballfield fencing is now underway.  A grand opening is tentatively 
scheduled for June 11.  
 
6. New Santa Fe Regional Trail Improvements:  Tapis Associates completed a trail safety 
and maintenance assessment in late 2014.  Due to the rain and subsequent flooding of May 
2015, a reassessment was commissioned to determine additional damage and inform FEMA 
scoping.  The reassessment was completed in November and will be useful tool for managing 
repairs.  Construction will take place in 2016 after SHPO and environmental clearances are 
received now that FEMA funding is available for use.   
 
7. Falcon Trailhead Improvements:  The County received State funding for the project in 
2014.  Planning Division staff has completed the final design, site maps, and bid package. 
Procurement was completed in April, with the County selecting Ransom Construction to 
complete the work by August, 2016. 
 
8. Front Range Trail Extension:  The County partnered with the City of Fountain and 
received CDBG funding in 2015 to extend the Front Range Trail South from Fountain Creek 
Regional Park to Christian Open Space. Staff has launched on a cultural survey and design 
discussions with the City. Construction will take place in 2016 after SHPO and environmental 
clearances are received. 

 
Flood Recovery: 

 
1. 2015 Flood Recovery:  FEMA made a declaration of Public Assistance on July 16 for 
flood damages occurring May 4 through June 16. Estimates for all damages, debris removal and 
emergency response for Parks are $3,100,500.  Staff is working with State and FEMA officials 
and has developed scopes of work for damaged areas.  Purchase orders have been received 
from the State/FEMA for some projects; grant agreements will be provided for others following 
completion of hydrologic and hydraulic analyses.  Procurement of contractors is the next step.    
 
2. Highway 85/87/Maxwell Street Trailhead Bank Stabilization Project:  The County 
requested assistance from the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) under its Section 14 
Program to help address bank erosion at the Maxwell Street Trailhead.  FEMA funds have been 
used to stabilize the toe of the slope, but trails and trailhead are still at risk, as are the highway 
bridge and Colorado Springs Utilities infrastructure.  The USACE and the County have allocated 
funds for a feasibility study/environmental assessment and the County has secured the local 
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match for design and construction of the $2.5 million project. The Planning Division is leading 
the project for the County and is working with the USACE to complete the feasibility study in 
2016.  Construction is planned in 2017-2018. 
 
3. Fishers Canyon Pedestrian Crossing:  El Paso County Parks received CDBG funds to 
replace a damaged pedestrian crossing of the Fountain Creek Regional Trail over Fishers Canyon. 
Procurement was completed in July, and construction launched in November. Construction of a 
new 65-foot pedestrian bridge, riprap abutments, and a concrete trail have been completed. 

 
Planning: 

 
1. Fountain Creek Regional Park Master Plan:  The development of the Fountain Creek 
Regional Park Master Plan began in the fall of 2015.  The process includes site analysis, analysis 
of current use and needs, stakeholder and public involvement including a public meeting in 
January, and development of a plan illustrating future improvements and describing 
management actions.  Public meetings were held in January 27th and April 28th.  After internal 
review, the first draft of the Master Plan was posted on the website April 29th for a three-week 
public review.  The public hearing process with Park Advisory Board and Board of County 
Commissioners will conclude in June.   
 

2. Fountain Creek Watershed, Flood Control and Greenway District:  Staff continues to 
participate in District Technical Advisory Committee and Citizens Advisory Group meetings.  
The committees help develop and implement watershed restoration and enhancement 
projects.  

 
3. Geographic Information Systems (GIS):  Staff is working with the County Information 
Technology Department to expand El Paso County Parks’ use of GIS for data collection, 
operational, and planning applications.  New regional park maps have been completed or are in 
process, and new and/or improved datasets have been received.   

 
Development Permit Application Reviews:  
 

Staff reviewed a total of five development permit applications in April:  Flying Horse North PUD 
Development Plan, Gleneagle Golf Course Infill Development, The Vistas Filing No. 1 at 
Meridian Ranch (and concurrent Park Lands Agreement), Walden Preserve 2 Filing No. 3 
Vacation and Re-Plat. 
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION 
MONTHLY REPORT 

APRIL 2016 
 
Operations/Misc. Projects 
Fairgrounds Improvements – Staff assisted Tasha Bracken in bidding relocation of fire hydrant 
currently north of the Livestock Arena Building and the application for a new electrical service.  
Olson Plumbing relocated the fire hydrant and the general contractors should start construction 
so they can finish installing the supply line for the cattle wash bay. There is a pre-con meeting 
with K-Con on May 3rd to begin the process of constructing the barn addition. 
 
Race Track - Completed utility locates that cross the racetrack before April 15th. 
COMPLETED 
 
Fairgrounds Grandstands - The water heater for the south restroom has been repaired. 
COMPLETED 
 
Homestead restroom - Repair electronic door locks.   
COMPLETED 
 
Falcon Regional Parks – Staff completed electrical a service application for the transformer for 
the first phase of construction: The application has been submitted and approved by MVEA. 
Upon approval of the PO by the BOCC MVEA will schedule the installation of the transformer. 
Alternatives for power for the irrigation system are being discussed before the arrival of the sod 
in the first part of May. The 4” water tap will be completed and tested before sod arrival. 
 
Bear Creek Pavilion Roof Replacement -   Staff is working with procurement to develop a 
current Scope of Work concerning the replacement of Pavilion #1 and possibly Pavilion #2 
roofs. These are the most deteriorated. IFB will be sent out this spring with the stipulation that 
once the contract is awarded that construction will begin in the fall after the heavy pavilion rental 
season. If bids return higher than what is budgeted we will be looking at pavilion #1 and the roof 
for the restroom or asphalting the administration parking lot.  The restroom roof is smaller and 
should fit within the funds that are budgeted. 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
PARK OPERATIONS ~ PLANNING ~ CSU EXTENSION ~ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ~VETERANS SERVICES ~ RECREATION/CULTURAL SERVICES 
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Bear Creek Terrace - Playground repair- Working with Central staff to replace some of the 
damaged equipment for the swings. PO is already in place for materials. Material has been 
ordered and should be received before middle of May. 
 
Fountain Creek Regional Parks - Culvert for Chilcott Ditch: All work has been completed on 
the culvert replacement. 
COMPLETED 
 
Fountain Creek Nature Center Well - Faith Enterprises Incorporated received the bid to install 
the dedicated electrical service for the irrigation pump. They have begun installation this week 
working around the heavy schedule of the Nature Center programs. The project should be 
completed in the next few weeks weather depending. Upon completion of the electrical service 
the plumbing can be reinstalled and the system tested per state regulations.  
 
Duckwood Aerator Replacement - The aerator has been installed and is operating properly.  
COMPLETED 
 
Duckwood Sidewalk Renovation - AA Construction will begin replacement of the heavily 
damaged areas of sidewalk in the first part of May. This will be better for the curing of the 
concrete with the warmer weather. 
 
Duckwood Irrigation - Electrical controls for irrigation pump were flooded during start up 
procedure. Dismantled and cleaned electrical controls. Reassembled and test. System working 
normally.  
COMPLETED. 
 
Fox Run Regional Park - Aerator Replacement:  The aerator pump has been delivered to Fox 
Run. The pump has been assembled and ready for installation. Installation was postponed this 
month due to the heavy snow and hazard of placing the pump in place on rough terrain. Will be 
installed within the next two weeks. 
 
Fox Run Trails and Roads -   The Public Works Department has moved almost 600 tons of 
class 6 material from the Monument quarry to Fox Run. With PWD transporting the material this 
department saved almost $800.00 in delivery fees. This material will be on hand for repairs to 
trails, roads, and parking lots. 
 
Training - Project Management:  Fundamentals of Successful Project Management  21-22 
2016    Denver CO 
 
Utility Locator Training - Performed training on the use of the utility locator for Central staff 
and Facility electricians on April 7th. 
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Central District  
Bear Creek Regional Park- Staff successfully charged all irrigation to both the potable and 
non-potable irrigation systems. Much time has been spent programming irrigation controllers, 
repairing minor breaks, and changing heads and nozzles. All eight controllers and systems are up 
and running.  
COMPLETED 
 
Staff is heavily involved with the reservation season and much time is spent removing trash and 
washing pavilions.  

Staff is currently aerating, over seeding, and fertilizing all irrigated turf areas and has roped off 
field #3 for restoration efforts.  

Staff is spot spraying selective and non-selective herbicides as well as applying granular pre-
emergent to help control unwanted weeds. 

Staff coordinated a volunteer group to add annuals and ornamental grasses to the Veterans 
Memorial. The group also pulled weeds and added decorative landscape mulch to area. 
COMPLETED 
 
Staff supplied materials for the 2016 Regional Crew Leader Training including but not limited to 
soil, mulch, rip rap, timbers, rebar, native grass seed, and hand tools. The event was very 
successful as nearly 40 volunteers spent two days learning proper trail building techniques and 
spent ample time restoring the trail system around the Bear Creek Nature Center.  
COMPLETED 
 
Park Staff hosted the Great American Cleanup at Bear Creek Regional Park and had 53 
volunteers spend several hours removing trash from the creek and natural areas.  
COMPLETED 
 
The Equestrian Friends group hosted a work day in Bear Creek East and made significant 
improvements for the steps obstacle course. The group is now fundraising in order to purchase 
material to build the actual obstacle itself.        

Bear Creek Dog Park- The Memorial project is nearly complete and staff is waiting on the 
additional donor signs and the extra granite bench to be installed by the contractor.  

Staff installed the new donation pipe sign to increase the visibility of the pipe and to encourage 
users to support their park.  
COMPLETED 
 
Staff scheduled the replacement of all eight main entrance gates and ordered 45 tons of red trail 
base to resurface the loop trail.   

Staff along with the Dog Park Friends Group has updated the Dog Park Facebook and website 
page. The group is extremely busy organizing and planning this year’s events to include the 
Memorial Dedication and Woof Stock.  
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Rainbow Falls- Staff continues to remove heavy volumes of trash from the area and recently 
contracted graffiti removal services to aid with cleanup efforts. The recreational area is now 
closed for bridge repair. Parks will begin the Access Improvement project on the heels of the 
bridge repair efforts. Park security continues to monitor the area and the contractor will continue 
with graffiti removal while the park is closed.  

Green Mtn. Falls- Staff surveyed the trail system to ensure safety and usability. Parks Planning 
staff is in the final stages of securing a contractor for trail construction between the elementary 
school and the Wines of Colorado.   

Jones Park- Management is seeking a contractor for the four mile section of trail to be built this 
summer. No new maintenance information.  

 Downtown Properties- Staff have been performing routine maintenance for all 16 facilities, 
including but not limited to snow removal, pruning, mulching, and trash removal.  

All irrigation systems have been charged and staff is heavily involved with mowing, spraying, 
aerating, fertilizing, and over seeding.  

Staff have finished 1/3 of the Centennial Hall project and hopes to have the remaining 2/3 
complete by May 12th. The completed 1/3 involved installation of new irrigation, shrubs, trees, 
and 20 tons of 2-4inch cobble stone.  

Staff repaired nearly 40 feet of broken mainline at the Citizen Service Center enabling staff to 
charge the irrigation without compromising the landscape.  
COMPLETED 
 
Training- Staff are busy training seasonal employees maintenance policy and procedures. No 
new training for full time employees.   

Volunteers- The Central District had 108 volunteers during the month of April for a total of 
870.5 service hours.   

East District 
Fairgrounds- Staff has charged the water systems at the fairgrounds. Staff is currently working 
on fair prep projects to ease stress in the weeks prior to fair. Staff is currently refurbishing sitting 
benches throughout the fairgrounds. Repairs have begun on the grandstand seating area. Staff has 
replaced broken wood paneling and will re-paint all of the safety stripes on the stairs within the 
grandstand seating. Staff has created a stencil that will be painted, to better indicate the family 
seating section in the grandstands. Our summer series gymkhanas are scheduled to begin on May 
1st. The outdoor arena has been worked repeatedly in order to prepare it for competition. The 
auto racing season began on April 23rd. Staff has several projects slated to begin during the 
month of May. Staff will be painting the mafia blocks that surround the track. The blocks that are 
clearly visible from the grandstands will take priority. 
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The Livestock Arena Building extension will begin in May and is expected to be completed by 
June. Staff will attend a pre-con meeting May 3rd, to meet the contractor and discuss construction 
timelines. More updates to follow soon. 
 
Falcon Regional Park – The dugouts have been completed and the concrete around them has 
been poured. The park is progressing and is still scheduled to open June 15th. 
 
Homestead Ranch Regional Park – Staff has the bathrooms operational. Staff will wait to 
charge the field irrigation until the overnight lows improve. Staff has trail material onsite and 
they are planning on repairing the trail’s roughest areas in May. The ongoing Eagle Scout 
projects will be wrapping up by May 1st. The overall outcome is very aesthetically pleasing. 
 
Rock Island Trail – The Great American Cleanup event just took place at Rock Island Trailhead 
on April 23rd. Volunteers turned out in full force. Staff collected approximately 94 bags of trash, 
3 tires and 1 pallet. Staff and volunteers had a great time.  
COMPLETED 
 
Paint Mines – Repairs have been made to a vent cap located on top of the restroom building. 
The cap had blown loose during a storm. Staff will box blade the trails and parking lots at Paint 
Mines starting in May. Staff will then assess the trouble areas along the trail and look at 
installing some preventative drainage measures. Staff has contacted sign companies in order to 
obtain quotes to improve informational signage throughout the park.    
 
North District  
General/Admin – Staff continues to perform snow removal duties in the North District at CSC 
and Mark Dabbling Fleet. Staff completed annual maintenance and rebuilt, Baptist Road Trail 
head, chlorine (LMI) pump in preparation of the upcoming season. Staff has completed lock 
maintenance throughout the North District. Staff has completed erosion repairs in the playground 
parking lot at Pine Meadows. Staff repaired turf damaged this winter by vehicles driving on the 
turf at Oak Meadows. 
 
The North district is excited to announce the hiring of Nakia Mima as the new Skilled Craft 
Worker II. Nakia will begin his new position in early May. 
 
Baptist Road Trail Head – Staff replaced the trail rules sign and post that was damaged by 
vandals. 
COMPLETED 
 
Black Forest Regional Park – Staff continues to monitor and service the public water system at 
the restroom facility in anticipation of the summer season. Staff hauled several loads of rip rap 
from the Pineries for erosion repairs to be made by Rocky Mountain Field Institute. Staff worked 
with high school seniors from The Classical Academy and removed T-posts and railroad ties 
used for flooding issues. 
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Fox Run Regional Park - Staff completed pruning up all of the pine trees in the active use areas 
to keep from hitting them with the mower and to improve irrigation coverage. The slash will be 
transported to the Fallen Timbers area to be control burned in the fall by the El Paso County 
Wildland Fire Crew. Staff has begun pothole and road repairs throughout the park stemming 
from a harsh winter.  Staff activated the Denver well in order to fill the ponds for the upcoming 
irrigation season. Staff replaced a bad irrigation valve that was discovered at the end of last 
season. Staff has been working on replacing bad split-rail fencing as weather permits. 
 
Pineries Open Space – Personnel from the Rocky Mountain Field Institute continue with their 
scope of work for the 2016 season. They are flagging and performing vegetation and tree 
removal along the tier 1 trail corridor. Staff removed a tree from a neighboring citizen’s property 
that fell over during the wind storm at the end of the month. Staff also repaired the split rail fence 
that was damaged in the incident.  
 
New Santa Fe Regional Trail – 
Staff completed box blading and trail repairs from the low water crossing to the southern 
boundary of the Air Force Academy. Staff rented a mini-excavator to clear debris that was 
clogging the low water crossing and also cleared multiple culvert facings along the trail. Staff 
installed several new water bars to reduce trail erosion. Staff has begun trail grading and erosion 
repairs from the northern boundary of the Air Force Academy to Baptist Road Trail Head. 
 
South District   

General Overview and Staffing- Staff completed table refurbishing at Fountain Creek. Staff 
continued ongoing snow removal duties. Staff continued spring clean-up of beds, lots and dead 
growth on shrubs. Staff replaced three large BBQ grills. Pavilion reservations have started. Two 
volunteer projects were conducted. All restrooms were opened on April 1 for the season. 
COMPLETED 
 
Equipment - The Tool cat went in shop for axle leak. Toro 4100D mower went in for service. 
 
Willow Springs – Staff completed routine maintenance. Staff and one volunteer, Randy Fiedler, 
continues to work on tree thinning throughout Willow Springs. Public water system was 
activated. The Classical Academy volunteered to conduct a thinning and fire mitigation project. 
They had 50 students and teachers combined. They did a great job of pruning and thinning out 
areas of very thick brush. Not only was the project good for fire mitigation but also improved 
safety by opening visibility. 
 
Fountain Creek Regional Park – Staff completed routine maintenance. Staff completed turf 
aeration and fertilizing. Staff charged the irrigation system and started system checks and 
adjustments. Staff already completed repair on the first leak of the season. 
 
Sidewalk repair contractor began the process of marking sidewalks scheduled for replacement. 
 
Staff has been involved in the Park’s Master Planning process, as it moves along.  
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Grinnell Boulevard – Staff carried out routine maintenance.  
 
Widefield Park – Staff conducted routine maintenance. Staff charged public water system. Staff 
aerated and fertilized turf. Staff charged irrigation system and completed checks and 
adjustments. 
 
Ceresa Park – Staff conducted routine maintenance. Staff moved public meeting to May for 
amenity improvements. Staff charged irrigation system and completed checks and adjustments. 
 
Stratmoor Valley Park – Staff conducted routine maintenance. Staff aerated and fertilized turf. 
Staff charged irrigation system and completed checks and adjustments. 
 
Hanson Open Space Trailhead – Staff conducted routine maintenance. 
 
Maxwell Trailhead – Staff re-opened trail corridor as the Fisher Canyon Bridge installation was 
completed. 
 
FC Nature Center –   Staff conducted routine maintenance. Staff met with electric contractors 
to assess plans to get electricity to the pump house. Contractor began the process of installing 
conduit for the electric lines. Staff assisted the FCNC with their Stewardship Day by providing a 
vehicle and herbicide for their use. 
 
Clear Springs Ranch – Staff conducted routine maintenance. Staff is in the process of designing 
and ordering a new trailhead sign. CSU (utilities) conducted the clean-up at this site for GAC 
Day.  
 
Additional Sites – Staff performed routine maintenance checks at the following locations: 
McCrea Reservoir, Mule Train  
 
Other - Staff performed equipment maintenance approximately 8 hours per week. 
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