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Park Advisory Board 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 – 1:30 p.m. 
 

Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade, Colorado Springs 
               
 
 
           Recommended 
Item        Presenter  Action 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order    Chair 
 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda    Chair   Approval 
 
 
3. Approval of Minutes    Chair   Approval 
 
 
4. Introductions / Presentations   Chair   Information  
 
 
 A. Partners in the Park Awards   Dana Nordstrom Information 
  
  
5. Citizen Comments / Correspondence on Chair                            
 Items Not On the Agenda (limited to five  
 minutes unless extended by Chair) 
 
 
6. Development Applications 
 
 A. Rockwood Minor Subdivision   Ross Williams  Endorsement 
 
             

 

 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

PARK OPERATIONS ~ PLANNING ~ CSU EXTENSION ~ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ~VETERANS SERVICES ~ RECREATION/CULTURAL SERVICES 
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            Recommended 
Item         Presenter  Action 
 
 
 B. Cordero Minor Subdivision – Final  Ross Williams  Endorsement 
  Plat 
 
 C. Meadowbrook Crossing Residential  Ross Williams  Endorsement 
  Preliminary Plan and Final Plat 
 
  
7.    Information / Action Items 
 
 A. Park Advisory Board Membership  Tim Wolken  Information  
                                                                     
 B. Annual City / County Park Advisory  
  Board Meeting     Tim Wolken  Information  
 
                                  
                                                       
8.        Monthly Reports     Staff   Information  
       
 
9.  Board / Staff Comments  
 
 
10. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

   1  

Minutes of the January 11, 2017 

El Paso County Park Advisory Board Meeting 

Centennial Hall 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following minutes are a summary of the proceedings.  A recording is available upon request 

at the El Paso County Parks Administration Office.  

 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Bob Falcone, Chair. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Ann Nichols made a motion to approve the meeting agenda. Alan 

 Rainville seconded the motion. The motion carried 8 - 0.  

  

3. Approval of Minutes:  Julia Sands de Melendez made a motion to approve the December, 

 2016 meeting minutes.  Alan Rainville seconded the motion. The motion carried 8 - 0. 

 

(Jane Dillon joined the meeting at 1:32 p.m.) 

 

4. Introductions and Presentations: 

 

 None 

 

5. Citizen Comments / Correspondence: 

 

 None 

 

6. Development Applications:    

 

A. North Bay at Lake Woodmoor PUD Development Plan / Preliminary Plan / Final   

 Plat 

 

Ross Williams provided an overview of the North Bay at Lake Woodmoor PUD Development 

Plan / Preliminary Plan / Final Plat and addressed questions. 

 

 

 

Members Present: 

Bob Falcone, Chair 

Ann Nichols, 1
st
 Vice Chair 

Jane Dillon, 2
nd

 Vice Chair 

Terri Hayes, 3
rd

 Vice Chair 

Judi Tobias, Secretary  

Shirley Gipson 

Julia Sands de Melendez 

Alan Rainville 

Todd Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Staff Present: 

Tim Wolken, Community Services Director 

Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 

Todd Marts, Recreation/Cultural Service Manager 

Sabine Carter, Administrative Services Coordinator 

Brad Bixler, Park Operations Manager 

Jason Meyer, Project Manager 

Ross Williams, Park Planner 

Mary Jo Lewis, Bear Creek Nature Center Superv. 
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Judi Tobias recommended to the Planning Commission and the Board of County 

Commissioners that the approval of North Bay at Lake Woodmoor PUD Development Plan 

/ Preliminary Plan include the following conditions: require fees in lieu of land dedication 

for regional park purposes in the amount of $11,396 and urban park fees in the amount of 

$7,196. Julia Sands de Melendez seconded the motion. The motion carried 9 - 0. 

Julia Sands de Melendez recommended to the Planning Commission and the Board of 

County Commissioners that the approval of North Bay at Lake Woodmoor Final Plat 

include the following conditions: require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park 

purposes in the amount of $11,396 and urban park fees in the amount of $7,196. Jane Dillon 

seconded the motion. The motion carried 9-0. 

7. Information / Action Items:

A. Lorson Ranch Urban Park Development Updates

Jason Meyer provided an update on the development of urban park opportunities within the 

Lorson Ranch development per a request from the Board at a recent Park Advisory Board 

meeting. Lorson Ranch has paid $304,523 in regional park fees and $162,020 in urban park fees 

since the establishment of their development, based on the required fee schedule in the Land 

Development Code. El Paso County has provided a total of $137,153 to Lorson Ranch to develop 

urban park opportunities/parks in their development.  

Upon completion of East Meadows Park - Phase I, County Parks was approached by the developer 

whether or not additional funding could be provided to support the construction of East Meadows 

Park - Phase II. Parks staff recommended that Lorson Ranch apply for an urban park grant.   The 

developer has also inquired whether the County would consider providing urban park fee credits 

for Pioneer Landing Filing #2, which is outside of the East Meadows Planned Unit Development 

(PUD), to support the athletic field development.  Staff and Board members discussed the pros 

and cons of providing credits outside the respective PUD.   

Jeff Mark with Lorson Ranch inquired whether the Board would consider endorsing a $50,000 

urban park grant for the development of the athletic field.   Some Board members expressed 

concern of establishing a higher threshold for urban park grants which will lower the pool of 

available grant funding.   It was also noted that Lorson Ranch residents were promised certain 

recreation facilities that have not yet been provided by the developer.  Other Board members 

indicated that they would consider endorsing the higher grant provided there is comprehensive 

justification for the grant.  It was agreed that staff will evaluate the Lorson Ranch grant request 

when submitted and provide a recommendation to the Park Advisory Board.  

B. 2017 Sunshine Act Memorandum

Tim Wolken presented an overview of the 2017 Sunshine Act Memorandum. 

Shirley Gipson moved to endorse the 2017 Sunshine Act Memorandum. Jane Dillon 

seconded the motion. The motion carried 9-0. 
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8. Monthly Reports:

None

9. Board/Staff Comments:

Tim Wolken stated that the Parks system incurred between $30,000 and $40,000 in damages from 

the recent wind storms. 

Judi Dillon thanked staff for working with the Equestrian Skills group and finishing the first 

obstacles for the Equestrian skill course.  Tim Wolken stated that since the parking lot for the 

skills course is several years way from completion, the Penrose Event Center has agreed to allow 

Equestrian Skills Course parking on their property on a short-term basis. 

Bob Falcone inquired about the timeline for operating the Rainbow Falls Recreation Area as a 

historic site. Elaine Kleckner stated that improvements will be launched soon and should be 

completed by this summer.  The improvements include parking, trails, bridge, pedestrian plaza, 

signage and graffiti removal.   

10. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:49 p.m.

Judi Tobias, Secretary 
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 

 
Agenda Item Summary Form 

 
 
Agenda Item Title:  Partners in the Park Awards  
 
Agenda Date:   February 8, 2017  
 
Presenter:   Dana Nordstrom,  
    Community Outreach Coordinator 
 
Information:  X  Endorsement   
 
Background Information: 
 
The “Partners in the Park” Program was created in 2009 to provide financial support for 
a respective park.   We encourage a $5,000 annual gift.    Per the donor benefits below, 
we acknowledge their generous contribution each year at a Park Advisory Board 
meeting.    
 
Donor Benefits include: 
 

 Sponsor sign at the entrance to the park or trail 

 Free annual pavilion rental 

 Sponsor thanked on the County Parks website 

 Plaque presented at a Parks Advisory Board meeting acknowledging sponsor’s 
generosity 

 Donations are tax deductible through the Trust for County Parks 
 
2017 Partners in the Park: 
 

 Robert & Ellen Hostetler for Fox Run Regional Park 

 GE Johnson Construction for Bear Creek Regional Park 

 Heuberger Subaru for Bear Creek and Fox Run Dog Parks 

 Gold Hill Mesa for Bear Creek Nature Center 
 

Recommended Motion:  Information only 

6



El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Rockwood Minor Subdivision 
 
Agenda Date:   February 8, 2017 
 
Agenda Item Number: # 6 - A 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request for approval by CTR Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Martin Ventures, LLC for 
Rockwood Minor Subdivision, a two lot minor subdivision totaling 38.94 acres.  The 
property borders Pike National Forest and is located south of the Town of Palmer Lake 
and west of the Town of Monument on Redstone Ridge Road. 
 
The 2013 El Paso County Parks Master Plan shows no parks, trails/routes, or open 
space directly impacted by the proposed subdivision.  The New Santa Fe Regional Trail 
and proposed Ben Lomond Mountain Secondary Regional Trail are located 1.2 miles 
northeast of the property.  The property is located within the Foothills Candidate Open 
Space and is located approximately 1.4 miles southwest of the Ben Lomond Mountain 
Candidate Open Space. 
 
El Paso County Parks staff recommends fees in lieu of land for regional park purposes in 
the amount of $814 as shown on the attached Subdivision Review Form. 
 
Recommended Motion: 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that 
approval of the Rockwood Minor Subdivision include the following condition: Require 
fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $814. 
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Rockwood Minor Subdivision

MS-17-002

$83.00 / Unit x 0 Dwelling Units = $0.00
$129.00 / Unit x 0 Dwelling Units = $0.00

$0.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that
approval of the Rockwood Minor Subdivision include the following condition:
Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of
$814. 

February 8, 2017

Minor Subdivision

0

38.94
2

0.05

1
1

RR-5 RR-5

1

0.0194 Acres x 2 Dwelling Units = 0.038 acres 0.00375 Acres x 0 Dwelling Units = 0.00 acres
0.00625 Acres x 0 Dwelling Units = 0.00 acres

0.00 acres

1 1

Martin Ventures, LLC
Curtis Rockwood
1260 Valley Street, Unit B
Colorado Springs, CO 80915

CTR Engineering, Inc.
Jonathan Moore
16392 Timber Meadow Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80908

(1 unit / 2.5 acre or greater)

1

$407.00 / Unit x 2 Dwelling Units= $814.00
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Cordero Minor Subdivision – Final Plat 
 
Agenda Date:   February 8, 2017 
 
Agenda Item Number: # 6 - B 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request for approval by Angel Emilio Cordero, Jr., for a two lot minor subdivision to 
create two separate parcels for two existing residences, totaling 35.55 acres.  The 
applicant has also requested a concurrent zoning classification change from A-35 to A-5.  
The property is located on North Ellicott Highway, approximately 1.5 miles north of East 
Highway 94, and is located within the bounds of the Ellicott Valley Small Area Plan. 
 
The 2013 El Paso County Parks Master Plan shows a proposed regional trail connection 
impacted by the project.  The proposed Black Squirrel Creek Regional Trail alignment 
exists on the eastern property line, running north/south along North Ellicott Highway.   
Other nearby trails and routes not impacted by the project include the proposed Log 
Road Bicycle Route, located approximately .75 mile to the west, and the proposed 
Highway 94 and Ellicott Highway Bicycles Routes, which are both located approximately 
1.5 miles to the southwest.  The property is not located within any candidate open space 
land. 
 
County Parks requests trail easements where development projects impact proposed 
County trails.  As it pertains to this application, the County requests that the landowner 
provide a 25-foot public trail easement along the west side of North Ellicott Highway that 
allows for public access, as well as construction and maintenance by El Paso County of 
a primary regional trail, and this easement shall be shown and dedicated to El Paso 
County on the Final Plat.  Furthermore, staff recommends fees in lieu of land dedication 
for regional park purposes in the amount of $814, as shown on the attached Subdivision 
Review Form. 
 
Recommended Motion: 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that 
approval of the Cordero Minor Subdivision Final Plat include the following conditions: (1) 
designate and provide to El Paso County a 25-foot public trail easement along the west 
side of North Ellicott Highway that allows for public access, as well as construction and 
maintenance by El Paso County of a primary regional trail, and this easement shall be 
shown  on the Final Plat, and the aforementioned easement be dedicated to El Paso 
County on the Final Plat; (2) and require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park 
purposes in the amount of $814. 
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Cordero Minor Subdivision - Final Plat

MS-17-001

$72.00 / Unit x 0 Dwelling Units = $0.00
$119.00 / Unit x 0 Dwelling Units = $0.00

$0.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that approval of 
the Cordero Minor Subdivision Final Plat include the following conditions: (1) designate and 
provide to El Paso County a 25-foot public trail easement along the west side of North Ellicott 
Highway that allows for public access, as well as construction and maintenance by El Paso 
County of a primary regional trail, and this easement shall be shown  on the Final Plat, and the 
aforementioned easement be dedicated to El Paso County on the Final Plat; (2) and require fees 
in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $814.

February 8, 2017

Minor Subdivision

0

35.55
2

0.06

4
5

A-35 A-5

4

0.0194 Acres x 2 Dwelling Units = 0.04 acres 0.00375 Acres x 0 Dwelling Units = 0.00 acres
0.00625 Acres x 0 Dwelling Units = 0.00 acres

0.00 acres

4 5

Angel Emilio Cordero, Jr.
2020 North Ellicott Highway
Calhan, CO 80808

Angle Emilio Cordero, Jr.
2020 North Ellicott Highway
Calhan, CO 80808

(2.5 units or greater / 1 acre)

5

$407.00 / Unit x 2 Dwelling Units= $814.00
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan and 

Final Plat 
 
Agenda Date:   February 8, 2017 
 
Agenda Item Number: # 6 - C 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request for approval by Thomas & Thomas on behalf of Meadowbrook Crossing, LLC, 
for Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan and Final Plat, consisting of 104 
single-family residential lots and open space tracts on 32.37 acres.  The property is 
zoned RS-5000, and is located at the intersection of East Highway 24 and Meadowbrook 
Parkway. 
 
The El Paso County Parks Master Plan (2013) shows no open space, park facilities, or 
trails directly impacted by or within the project area.  The project site is located on the 
northwest side of Highway 24 East, near the intersection of Highway 94.  The proposed 
Highway 94 Secondary Regional Trail and the proposed Highway 94 Bicycle Route 
begin at this intersection and travel east, away from the project site.  Lastly, the 
Falcon/Garrett Road Candidate Open Space land is located .5 mile to the east of the 
project site. 
 
Open space dedication is not required under the El Paso County Land Development 
Code for subdivisions that are not under PUD zoning.  However, at 15% of the total 
project area, the proposed plat contains 224,294 square feet or 5.15 acres of open 
space.  The plan does show a future dog park in Tract F whose development is 
contingent on available future funding and construction of a bridge across the East Fork 
of Sand Creek. 
 
The surrounding neighborhood does not offer any recreation facilities beyond a 9-hole 
golf course located .25 mile west of the project area and two elementary school 
playgrounds, each located .75 mile from the project site.  El Paso County Parks staff 
encouraged the developer to explore urban park options in the form of a pocket park or 
other recreational opportunities and provided information on the Urban Park Grant 
Program. The project is served by the Meadowbrook Metropolitan District, which could 
apply for an Urban Park Grant to supplement the funding and construction of the dog 
park and other park amenities.  
 
Staff recommends fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the 
amount of $42,328 and urban park fees in the amount of $26,728. 
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Recommended Motion (Preliminary Plan): 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that 
approval of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan include the 
following condition: require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in 
the amount of $42,328 and urban park fees in the amount of $26,728. 
 
Recommended Motion (Final Plat): 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that 
approval of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Final Plat include the following 
condition: require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount 
of $42,328 and urban park fees in the amount of $26,728. 
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Meadowbrook Crossing Residential

SP-17-002

$101.00 / Unit x 104 Dwelling Units = $10,504.00
$156.00 / Unit x 104 Dwelling Units = $16,224.00

$26,728.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that approval 
of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan include the following conditions: 
require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $42,328 and 
urban park fees in the amount of $26,728. 

February 8, 2017

Preliminary Plan

0

32.27
104
3.22

2
5

RS-5000 RS-5000

2

0.0194 Acres x 104 Dwelling Units = 2.018 acres 0.00375 Acres x 104 Dwelling Units = 0.39 acres
0.00625 Acres x 104 Dwelling Units = 0.65 acres

1.04 acres

2 5

Thomas & Thomas
Jim Houk
702 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Meadowbrook Crossing, LLC
90 South Cascade Avenue, Suite 1500
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(2.5 units or greater / 1 acre)

5

$407.00 / Unit x 104 Dwelling Units= $42,328.00

X
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Meadowbrook Crossing Residential

SF-17-002

$101.00 / Unit x 104 Dwelling Units = $10,504.00
$156.00 / Unit x 104 Dwelling Units = $16,224.00

$26,728.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners that approval 
of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Final Plat include the following conditions: require 
fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount of $42,328 and urban 
park fees in the amount of $26,728. 

February 8, 2017

Final Plat

0

32.27
104
3.22

2
5

RS-5000 RS-5000

2

0.0194 Acres x 104 Dwelling Units = 2.018 acres 0.00375 Acres x 104 Dwelling Units = 0.39 acres
0.00625 Acres x 104 Dwelling Units = 0.65 acres

1.04 acres

2 5

Thomas & Thomas
Jim Houk
702 North Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Meadowbrook Crossing, LLC
90 South Cascade Avenue, Suite 1500
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(2.5 units or greater / 1 acre)

5

$407.00 / Unit x 104 Dwelling Units= $42,328.00

X
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title:  Park Advisory Board Membership  
 
Agenda Date:   February 8, 2017 
 
Agenda Item Number: #7 - A 
 
Presenter:   Tim Wolken, Director 
    Community Services Department 
     
Information:   X  Endorsement:  
 
 
Background Information: 
 
Please find attached the current Park Advisory Board roster.   
 
As indicated, the second terms of Judi Tobias and Shirley Gipson will end in May, 2017 
and they are not eligible for reappointment.  Jane Dillion and Bob Falcone’s first terms 
will end in May, 2017.  Both are eligible for reappointment for a second term.   
 
 
Recommended motion: 
 
Information item        
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title:  Annual City / County Park Advisory Board Meeting  
 
Agenda Date:   February 8, 2017 
 
Agenda Item Number: #7 - B 
 
Presenter:   Tim Wolken, Director 
    Community Services Department 
     
Information:   X  Endorsement:  
 
 
Background Information: 
 
The City of Colorado Springs and El Paso County Park Advisory Boards annually 
conduct a joint meeting to provide updates and discuss collaborative projects.    
 
The 2017 meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 8, 2017 at 11:30 a.m.  The 
meeting is tentatively scheduled at the Deerfield Community Center, 4290 Deerfield Hills 
Road. 
 
The County Park Advisory Board meeting will be conducted immediately following the 
joint Park Advisory Board meeting. 
 
Recommended motion: 
 
Information item        
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Recreation / Cultural Services Project Manager Priority Status

Upgrade BCNC Exhibits Todd Marts High Bid Phase

FCNC Cultural History Exhibit Nancy Bernard Medium Fundraising Phase

County Fair SWOT Analysis Projects Todd Marts Medium

Fairgrounds Staff Cross-Training Stacy Reavis Medium

Implement "Wildlife Explorers" Program Mary Jo Lewis High

Fountain Creek Nature Center 25th Anniversary Nancy Bernard Medium

Expand County Fairgrounds Equestrian Events Stacy Reavis High

Develop a Junior Docent Program Ian Wilson Low

Develop a Social Media Plan Ian Wilson Low

Create a "Nature Buddies" Program Maria Petkash Medium

Develop a Volunteer Recruitment Plan Todd Marts Medium

Develop a Pollinator Festival Mary Jo Lewis Medium

Water-Wise Perennial Garden Kit Sales Program Mary Jo Lewis Medium

Expand Halloween Events at Fairgrounds Programs Stacy Reavis Low

Update the Environ education school programs Mary Jo Lewis Low

Park Operations Division Project Manager Priority Status

Complete irrigation renovation plan Brad Bixler Medium

Complete Rainbow Falls security plan Brad Bixler High

Develop individual park operation plans Brad Bixler Medium

Convert security officer to park ranger Brad Bixler High

Review / update Grinnell Boulevard agreement Brad Bixler Low

Planning Division Project Manager Priority Status

Widefield Community Park Master Plan Ross Williams High Public Input Phase

Continue Culturally Modified Tree Study Ross Williams Medium

Kane Ranch Master Plan Ross Williams Low

Fountain Creek Greenway Project Ross Williams Low

Establish a Regional Open Space Committee Elaine Kleckner High

Rock Island Trailhead Improvements Ross Williams Low

Develop a Park Planning Criteria Manual Jason Meyer Low

Update the Urban Park Grant Guidelines Elaine Kleckner Low

Establish a Planning Division Internship Program Elaine Kleckner Medium

Update ARC / GIS Programs Ross Williams Low

Elephant Rock Open Space Master Plan Ross Williams Low

Elephant Rock Open Space Purchase Elaine Kleckner High Purchasing Phase

Capital Improvement Projects Project Manager Priority Status

Pineries Open Space - Phase 1 Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Rainbow Falls Recreation Area Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Black Forest Regional Park Improvements Jason Meyer High Bid Phase

Flood Recovery Projects Jason Meyer High Bid Phase

Maxwell Street Streambank Protection Elaine Kleckner Medium

Fairgrounds Improvements Tasha Brackin High Bid Phase

Christian Open Space Trail Jason Meyer High Design Phase

Fountain Creek Regional Park Improvements Ross Williams / PO High Bid Phase

El Paso County Parks

2017 Action Plan
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Jones Park Improvements Tim Wolken High Construction Phase

Ute Pass Regional Trail Expansion Jason Meyer Medium Planning Phase

Ceresa Park Improvements Brad Bixler High Construction Phase

Widefield Community Park Improvements Ross Williams / PO Low

New Santa Fe Regional Trail Improvements Jason Meyer Medium

Falcon Regional Park Improvements Elaine Kleckner Low

FRRP Restroom Building Roof Replacements Randy Smith High Bid Phase

Community Outreach Project Manager Priority Status

Complete County Fair Sponsorship Program Dana Nordstrom High

Partners in the Park Program Dana Nordstrom Medium

Expand Friends Groups Dana Nordstrom Medium

Complete Nature Center Fundraising Program Todd Marts Medium

Establish an On-Line Giving Program Christine Burns Low

Establish a Fair Queen Fundraising Program Dana Nordstrom High

Establish a National Trails Day Event Christine Burns Medium

Establish Weekly "Impact on Parks on Health" Campaign Christine Burns Completed
Create a Partners in the Parks Video Christine Burns Medium
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General Updates: 

1. Facility rental revenue is up by $8,378 from this time in 2016. 

2. There were 29 reservations made in January for a total of $2,343. 
 
 
 
 
Special Events: 

 
1. The Mile High Disc Golf Club held the first special event of the season. A disc golf 

tournament at the Widefield Community Park. 
 

2. The Pikes Peak Road Runners held the first running event of the New Year at Bear 
Creek Regional Park. 600 runners participated in the Winter Series III event which 
included City and County trails. 
 

3. Thirty eight special event applications have been received so far this year.  

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
PARK OPERATIONS ~ PLANNING ~ CSU EXTENSION ~ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ~VETERANS SERVICES ~ RECREATION/CULTURAL SERVICES 
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               COMMUNITY OUTREACH and GRANTS 

Monthly Report – January 2017 
Christine Burns, Community Outreach Manager  

Dana Nordstrom, Community Outreach Coordinator 
 

Community Outreach 
 
1. Community Outreach: Staff has supported the Bear Creek Dog Park and the Bear Creek 

Regional Park Friends Group meetings this month. 
 

2. Partners in the Park: 
 

•  Robert & Ellen Hostetler for Fox Run Regional Park: The Hostetler’s are founding 
partners and have been with us supporting Fox Run Regional Park since 2009. Total 
donation to date: $40,000. 
 

• GE Johnson Construction Company for Bear Creek Regional Park: GE Johnson has 
been a valuable partner supporting Bear Creek Regional Park for the past three 
years.  GE Johnson also constructed a new bridge in the Bear Creek Regional Park 
in 2013. 
 

• Heuberger Subaru for Bear Creek Dog Park and Fox Run Dog Park: Heuberger 
Subaru has supported the Bear Creek Dog Park since 2010 and provided additional 
support the Fox Run Dog Park starting in 2013. Total donation to date: $45,000. 
 

• Gold Hill Mesa is the newest Partner with El Paso County Parks, supporting the Bear 
Creek Nature Center for the past two years! They are hosting a fundraiser for BCNC 
April 7, 2017. 

  
 

 
Grants 
 
1. El Paso County Parks has been awarded a $75,000 GOCO Habitat Restoration Grant for 

Jones Park. 
 

2. El Paso County Parks has been awarded a GOCO Funded Youth Corps Crews grant for six 
weeks of trail work on Black Forest Area Projects. 
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RECREATION & CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION 
MONTHLY REPORT – JANUARY 2017 

SUBMITTED BY: TODD MARTS, DIVISION MANAGER 
 

General 
 

1. Interpretive Volunteer Coordinator Paula Megorden and El Paso County Nature Center 
Volunteer Eileen Somers, met with a reporter from Gazette’s Cheyenne edition to 
discuss El Paso County Nature Centers Volunteer Orientation on January 28 as well as 
overall volunteer needs, opportunities, and other upcoming trainings. A comprehensive 
article about volunteer opportunities and trainings was published in the January 25 
edition of the Gazette’s Cheyenne Edition. Volunteer Orientation was held on January 28 
for nine volunteer candidates.  

 
 
Projects, Fundraising & Grants: 
 

1. Met with representatives from Bear Creek’s Partner in the Park, Gold Hill Mesa. They will 
host an event at their community center for El Paso County Nature Centers on April 7 that 
will allow us to raise funds and educate many Gold Hill Mesa residents and other members 
of the public about the offerings of El Paso County Nature Centers.  
 
 

Programs & Events: 
 

1. The Fairgrounds is hosting a Casino Royale on February 18. The Roaring 20’s themed 
event will include a Texas Hold 'em tournament, casino games, music, dancing, food 
and cash bar at Swink Hall. 
 

2. The annual Snow and Go Winter Gymkhana Series has begun with the first successful 
event held on January 15. Participation was good and had many happy faces. The 
second event is on February 19th in the large animal barn. 
 

3. The Fitness challenge at the Fairgrounds is continuing to grow. Seventeen members 
participated last night. The program has an excellent Facebook presence, with the next 
challenge beginning soon on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in Exhibit Hall. 
 

4. Innovative programs at Bear Creek Nature Center were introduced as part of the Active 
Adults and Sustainability Series. An informative presentation, “Make RV Play Pay” 
helped active adults learn how to travel across the United States and serve as 
campground hosts. The Sustainability Series included Brewing Your Own Craft Beer and 
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a Winter Survival program. Fox21 News attended and recorded the Winter Survival 
program and highlighted it in their programming that day.  
 

5. Morning Campfire Program—This innovative program developed as a result of trying to 
find a solution to so many evening campfire programs that had to be cancelled due to 
inclement weather.  A morning hike concluded with a community campfire, roasting 
marshmallows and making s’mores; it was a huge hit.  Cold, but sunny weather made 
this a great new winter program that 28 people enjoyed and requested more! 
 

6. Cast Iron Cooking - a second round of this innovative program filled with 25 people who 
loved learning about care and sustainability of cast iron.  The group cooked 3 cast iron 
dishes in fire pits:  pulled pork, corn bread and peach cobbler.  While waiting for the food 
to be done, program participants enjoyed roasting marshmallows around a social fire, 
ground dried corn and churned butter! 
 

7. Drawing Wildlife with Mr. Rick continues to be a loved program.  Our cartoon 
artist/volunteer led 17 participants in step by step drawing of wetland animals, followed 
by a staff led hike with stops to draw what was noticed along the trail. 
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Date:  February 8, 2017 

 

To:  Park Advisory Board 
  
From:  Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 
 
Subject: Planning Division Monthly Report  
 
 
ACTION PLAN: 
 
Capital Project Management: 
 
1. Black Forest Regional Park:  Planning Division continues to work on recovery projects 
and is helping coordinate volunteer projects in 2017.  Staff is working with Rocky Mountain Field 
Institute on winter/spring 2017 work associated with the IndyGIVE campaign. Winter work will 
focus on implementing forest management plan recommendations and drainage improvements, 
and summer work will focus on soil stabilization and trail decommissioning. RMFI competed 11 
work days in January along Milam Road and eastern portion of the park. 
 
Planning for drainage improvements, forest restoration, and an update of the trails master plan 
commenced in July with consultant assistance from AECOM. The drainage plan was completed 
in January with recommendations to construct a sediment pond, energy dissipater and other 
non-engineered improvements in the park. The trails plan work will commence in the first 
quarter of 2017. 
 
2. Elephant Rock Open Space:  $31,500 was secured from Regional Building Department 
funds to reach the fundraising goal of $340,000.  Staff has launched the acquisition process. An 
environmental assessment, appraisal, ALTA survey and title documents were obtained in late 
2016.  The County Attorney is has provided a draft real estate contract for review. 
 
3. Falcon Trailhead Improvements:  Trail construction and repair of the railroad bridge was 
completed in August, 2016.  Final payment has been processed.  Grant closeout was completed 
in January. 
 
4. Front Range Trail Extension:  Staff completed a cultural survey and obtained SHPO and 
environmental clearances. A kick-off meeting was held with CDOT and the City of Fountain, and 
design efforts are underway. Procurement of a construction contractor will occur after site 
specific plans are finalized. 
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5. New Santa Fe Regional Trail Improvements:  Basic repairs to the trail have been done, 
but additional work will take place in 2017 using FEMA funds after SHPO and environmental 
clearances are obtained.   
 
6. Pineries Open Space:  The Planning Division has initiated a design-build process for 
Phase 1 improvements and completed a Request for Proposals.  No proposals were submitted 
by the November 3 deadline, so the project was rebid as an RFQ for access and parking design 
services only.  Three responses to the RFQ were received and are under staff review.  
Completion of the design process is anticipated in May, so construction can begin this summer. 
 
7. Rainbow Falls Recreation Area:  The second Planning Commission hearing on the 
Parks Master Plan amendment adding an historic site classification was held on December 20.  
The Board of County Commissioners certification of the Master Plan amendment and the 
designation of Rainbow Falls as a historic site occurred on December 27.   
 
2015 FEMA-funded work, resurfacing of a portion of the main trail/service road with road base 
material, was completed this week with assistance from the Department of Public Works.   
 
Staff prepared an Invitation for Bids (IFB) for the $345,000 Transportation Enhancement Grant 
project and it was advertised for the first time this week.  Bids are due on March 7, so a contract 
should be awarded later in March. 
 
8. Ute Pass Regional Trail:  The County received a State Trails grant to construct 
approximately 2/3 mile of trail between Ute Pass Elementary School and Winnemucca Road. 
Staff is initiating a design/build process with development of a scope of work as SHPO and 
environmental clearances are being processed.  Staff continues to support the Ring the Peak 
Trail and is coordinating advocacy with TOSC, City Parks and the State. 
 
Planning: 
 
1. City of Colorado Springs Bicycle Master Plan:  Planning Staff is serving on the Technical 
Advisory Committee.    
 
2. Fountain Creek Regional Park Master Plan:  Planning and Park Operations divisions 
have launched on implementation of Phase I improvements.   
 
3. Widefield Community Park Master Plan:  The Master Plan update process is underway 
and includes site analysis and needs assessment and development of future improvements, 
maintenance actions, and management recommendations.  Staff is currently working on the 
draft master plan document, which will be available for public review this month.  The next 
public meeting will be on February 9 from 6-8 pm at the Fountain Creek Nature Center and 
recommended improvements will be presented.  Park Advisory Board review is anticipated in 
March, with Board of County Commissioners hearing and approval later in the month.   
 
Flood Recovery: 
 
1. 2015 Flood Recovery:  Elaine and Jason serve on the County Financial Impact Team 
that meets twice a month to collaboratively advance projects.  Hydrologic and hydraulic 
analyses and environmental clearances are underway for large projects.  Parks and Department 
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of Public Works in-kind repairs will be competed in the first quarter of 2017 at the Ute Pass Trail.  
Procurement of a contractor for Black Forest Section 16 and Drake Lake repairs is underway.  
The Willow Springs design contract was awarded to J3 Engineering.   
 
2. Highway 85/87/Maxwell Street Trailhead Bank Stabilization:  The feasibility phase of this 
US Army Corps of Engineers Section 14 project is nearing the end with completion of the 
feasibility study/environmental assessment in the first quarter of the year.  Construction is 
planned in 2017-2018.  The 35% matching funds (approximately $945,000) for construction was 
secured through a CDBG-DR grant and State disaster recovery funds. 
 
3.  Upper Fountain Creek Restoration:  The USACE is doing a cost-benefit analysis to 
determine if there is Federal government interest in a Section 205 project in the Rainbow Falls 
vicinity.   
 
OTHER:  
 
1. Culturally Modified Tree Project:  The Pineries Open Space Culturally Modified Tree 
Assessment has been completed.  The Black Forest Regional Park CMT Assessment is 
underway and expected to be completed by May, 2017. 
 
2. Development Permit Application Reviews:  Staff reviewed three development permit 
applications in January that will be presented to Park Advisory Board on February 8. 
 
3. Fountain Creek Watershed, Flood Control and Greenway District:  Community Services 
Department Staff continues to serve on the Technical Advisory Committee and Citizens 
Advisory Group.  The committees help develop and implement watershed restoration and 
enhancement projects. 
 
4. Geographic Information Systems (GIS):  Staff is working with the County Information 
Technology Department to expand El Paso County Parks’ use of GIS for data collection, 
operational, and planning applications.  Planning staff received a software upgrade in 2016.  
New regional park maps have been completed or are in process, and new and/or improved 
datasets have been received.  
 
5. Grants for Capital Projects:  Planning Staff wrote a GOCO mini-grant application for the 
Falcon Regional Park dog park and a GOCO planning grant application for Kane Ranch Open 
Space for funding in 2017.  Both applications were submitted on November 17 and awards 
should be announced in April 2017. 
 
6. Groundwater Quality Study:  The Board of County Commissioners endorsed initiation of 
a monitoring effort.  Next steps include re-establishing the Committee and developing a scope 
of work and funding package for monitoring.  A stakeholder meeting is planned on February 22. 
 
7. Internships:  The Geography and Environmental Studies Program at UCCS has 
expressed interest in providing interns to the Planning Division.  Staff will coordinate, with a goal 
of having intern(s) on board in 2017. 
 
8. Website:  Staff has updated Planning pages to comply with ADA recommendations.  
New pages and content are created as new projects are initiated. 
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION 

MONTHLY REPORT 
JANUARY, 2017 

 
 

Operations/Misc. Projects 
 
Homeless Cleaning Agreement – Park Operations has reached an agreement with Keep 
Colorado Springs Beautiful (KCSB) to help with clean-ups of large homeless camps. The first 
large clean-up will occur at the end of February.  The location of the first clean-up is in the south 
district near the Maxwell Street Bridge.  KCSB is trained in dealing with the legal rights and 
issues of the homeless before and during a clean-up effort.  
 
Bear Creek Regional Park- Pavilion #1 and #2 Roof Replacement - Completed 
 
Wind Damage to Facilities -   Park staff are coordinating with Mary Lucero with Risk 
Management and Cindy Corsaro who is the manager of Fire/Flood Recovery Manager for the 
Public Works Department on assessing the damages that occurred during the high winds of 
January 9th and 10th.  The operations supervisor is currently working with contractors in 
obtaining bids. Approximately 95% of the damages incurred were to the roofs of park facilities. 
Once bids are obtained and insurance has been approved we will move forward. Scheduling for 
repairs will begin immediately. 
 
Fairgrounds Construction Projects 2017 -  Assisting the Project Coordinator with 
architectural plan reviews and attending meetings concerning the construction projects for the 
Fairgrounds in 2017. The IFB for the electrical extension and upgrade of the Owens Indoor 
Arena has been published with a deadline of February 1st. A dedicated power source for the 
Indoor arena will greatly relieve the strain and demand on the current electrical system. This will 
open up new avenues for additional facilities in the future and cut down on many of the electrical 
nuisance issues that occur during events. 
 
Fox Run Restroom Roof Replacement - The budgetary bids have been received for replacing 
the wood shake shingles with metal roofs on the Oak and Pine Meadow restrooms. Due to the 
fact that the restrooms did incur wind damage caused by the January wind storms, there is a 
possibility that these roofs may be covered under the insurance policy. It is against code to 
replace wooden shake shingles with the same material and any repairs would not be 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

PARK OPERATIONS ~ PLANNING ~ CSU EXTENSION ~ COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ~VETERANS SERVICES ~ RECREATION/CULTURAL SERVICES 

  

 

56



warrantied. Regardless of insurance coverage, these roofs will be replaced before the heavy 
use season starts this spring. 
 
Widefield Park Renovation -  Staff is currently coordinating with Brandon Bernard, Project 
Manager for the Widefield Water District. Widefield Water will install  a new booster 12” water 
supply line through the middle of Widefield Park in the months to come. Staff is coordinating 
with Ross Williams/Planning Division in obtaining a budgetary quote for the renovation of the 
Widefield restroom. 
 
Capital Assets - Staff is coordinating with Craig Ross in Finance on tracking and 
recording  park capital assets. 

 
 

Central District 
 
Bear Creek Regional Park - The Central District team has faced much adversity throughout the 
month of January. Staff was plagued with illness, unusually strong winds, and several snow 
events. The high winds damaged several pavilion roofs, the Bear Creek Nature center roof, and 
toppled several trees within the park and downtown facilities.  Many hours were spent with 
debris clean-up throughout the District and staff hopes to have clean-up efforts completed by 
the middle of February. Staff dedicated much needed time to make facility improvements to the 
Bear Creek maintenance shop and equipment yard. Staff has been busy organizing, cleaning, 
and inventorying equipment and tools.  
 
Staff replaced a broken flag pole in the Veterans Memorial. The flag was damaged during the 
recent high winds.     
 
The east trail system of Bear Creek Regional Park was host a cross country event for the Pikes 
Peak Road Runners which had a turnout of 600 runners. The group stated that the trail system 
was in great condition.  
  
Bear Creek Dog Park - The Park continues to experience extremely high use and as a result 
much time is spent with general maintenance task such as trash/waste removal and restroom 
cleaning.  
 
Staff completed construction of the Ron Buchanan Memorial pavilion and is now working on 
installing a memorial stone in Ron’s memory.  
 
Rainbow Falls - The recreational area is currently closed for bridge repairs and FEMA flood 
recovery efforts. Staff spent several hours cleaning and removing trash from the area.   
 
Ute Pass Trail System - Several vehicles are using the trail head for illegal overnight parking. 
Staff is working with Parks security to resolve the issue.  
 
Jones Park - No maintenance to report.  
 
Downtown Properties - Parks recently hired a new PM III to fill the position vacated by Nathan 
Robinson. Nathan was recently promoted to district supervisor for the North District. The 
position was awarded to Steven Rodbourn. Steven has a strong background in horticulture and 
several years of leadership experience. 
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Staff is currently heavily involved in debris clean-up from recent wind storms. Staff continues to 
perform annual pruning responsibilities and should be finished in the next few weeks, weather 
permitting.   
 

Training - Staff attended bucket truck certification training.  

 

East District 
 
Fairgrounds - Staff completed work on replacing all of the rotting wood in the horse stalls and 
horse runs. Staff removed and replaced twenty five rotting 2”x8” and 2”x10” boards in the horse 
runs. Staff replaced the wood with treated lumber. Staff removed the rotten plywood that was 
used to enclose the south end of the horse stalls. Staff has secured any loose boards with 
screws instead of nails. Staff plans to repaint the runs as well as the stalls in the spring. Once 
the stalls have been repainted staff will number each of the stalls to better identify them during 
fair. 
  
Staff was notified of issues with the outdoor arena speakers not working correctly. The speakers 
in place were outdated horns, not necessarily speakers. Staff had extra speakers that were 
removed and replaced when upgrades were completed on the grandstands sound system. Staff 
replaced all of the old horns, surrounding the outdoor arena, with the newer community 
speakers. The speaker replacement has resolved the issues and the system seems to be 
working great. 
  
During the 2016 Fair, staff was approached by the Livestock Committee regarding the sound 
system in the Livestock Arena building. The committee asked about adding additional speakers 
to serve the new beef pavilion constructed last year. Staff reviewed the system and found that a 
few of the speakers were outdated and did not work properly. Staff had three of the community 
speakers left after finishing the outdoor arena project. Staff added two of the community 
speakers to the north side of the Livestock Arena Building to serve the kids that have their 
animals stalled in the new beef pavilion. Staff also added a speaker to the west side of the 
arena building to serve the kids that are stalled in the old beef barns. In order to run the updated 
speakers staff replaced an amplifier in the sound system at the announcer’s booth in the arena 
building. The system has had a major overhaul and is working better than in years past.  
    
Staff inventoried all of the tools and materials in the storage room located in the Livestock Arena 
building. Staff has organized all of the plumbing and electrical parts in a set of bins. This will 
assist in efficiency by having all of the pieces for a set project in one location. This will also allow 
staff to know what materials need to be purchased. 
  
Staff completed a fencing project that has been under way since the fall 2016. Staff created a 
bullpen area for the stockpiling of material and storage of tractor attachments. This will clean up 
the area east of the race track and allow room for the expansion of the warm up, practice arena. 
Staff will now build bins using mafia block and make some adjustments to allow for proper 
drainage. 
 
Livestock Pavilion- Staff held an invitation for bid meeting with local electrical contractors. 
Several contractors attended the meeting and staff is awaiting next steps. The goal is to have 
phase two electrical upgrades for the new expansion completed prior to the 2017 Fair. 
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Rock Island Regional Trail- Staff completed another year of the annual Christmas tree 
recycling program. Staff teamed up with the North District to complete chipping operations at the 
Baptist Rd. site as well as the Rock Island Regional Trail site. All trees have been chipped and 
free mulch is available at the Rock Island Regional Trail Trailhead.  
  
Staff received a new park sign for Rock Island Trailhead. The Central District staff fabricated a 
new metal sign post to hang the new sign. The East District staff members painted the post and 
are waiting on a decent weather spell to install. 
 
Staff continues to monitor the trash receptacles at the Rock Island Trailhead. On-site staff 
noticed someone had crashed into the concrete fence that runs along the perimeter of the 
parking lot. Staff replaced broken post and rails.  
 
Paint Mines Interpretive Park - Staff continues to maintain trash cans and the restroom at 
Paint Mines. Staff is monitoring the caves and the hoodoo formations for any sign of fires. Since 
the last report there have not been any other campfires noticed. Staff has replaced a broken 
trash crib that had been run over by a vehicle.  
 
Homestead Ranch Regional Park - Staff has completed repairs to the broken hand rail from 
the floating dock. Staff welded new rails to replace bent and broken rails. Staff has begun 
cleaning out a storage container in the parking lot of Homestead Ranch. Staff hauled two loads 
back to the fairgrounds from the park. Staff hopes to use the storage container for fertilizer, 
seed and ice melt.   
 
Falcon Regional Park - Staff has plans to install two additional benches at Falcon Regional 
Park. Staff received and erected the benches. Staff will pour the concrete pad, weather 
permitting, and install the benches when the concrete has cured.   
 

North District 
 
General Info – Staff received a donated string trimmer from Bill Heeter, a Cathedral Pines 
resident.  Staff removed fallen trees from fences and roads from the January 9th wind storm.  
Staff started to clean out the parks outpost storage area and take inventory of existing parks 
equipment. Staff received chipper training from a Vermeer representative.   
 
Fox Run Regional Park - Staff continues to monitor pit heaters for proper operation to help 
prevent the pipes from freezing.  Staff repaired damaged road/entrance to the Fox Run Dog 
Park.  Staff completed the following: staining picnic tables, signs etc. throughout the park and 
trails, moved and installed new air compressor for the shop, insurance survey and 
documentation for fallen trees from wind storm.  Staff removed snow from impervious surfaces 
and continues to winter prune park vegetation.  Staff completed the assembly and replacement 
of wood picnic tables with rubber metal tables. 
 
Black Forest Regional Park – Staff is assisting and coordinating with Rocky Mountain Field 
Institute (RMFI) on chipping slash piles during fire mitigation project throughout the month of 
January.  Staff removed two trees that fell across park trails and removed snow from impervious 
surfaces.  Staff removed fallen trees that were compromising park boundary fences.    
Staff continues to monitor the restroom heaters to help prevent pipes from freezing. Staff 
removed fallen trees from fences and roads from the wind storm on January 9th and completed 
annual repair and maintenance on park signage (painting and sealing acrylic).   
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Staff repaired the broken log bridge near the athletic field and continues to winter prune park 
vegetation.  

 
Pineries Open Space - Insurance survey and documentation completed for fallen trees from 
the wind storm. 
 
Palmer Lake – Staff continues to monitor pit heaters for proper operation to help prevent pipes 
from freezing. Yearly repair and maintenance completed on park signage (painting and sealing 
acrylic)Staff continues with trash collection. 
 
Baptist Road Trail Head – Staff successfully completed two weeks of the annual Christmas 
Tree Recycling program, to include chipping trees, and providing the public with free mulch.   
Staff contacted the Department of Transportation (DOT) and a landscape company about dead 
trees.  Staff winter watered trees in the DOT yard to prevent further tree loss. Staff continues to 
monitor pit heaters for proper operation to help prevent pipes from freezing. Staff continues with 
trash collection.  
 
Section 16 Trail Head – Staff continues with trash collection.  Yearly repair and maintenance 
on park signage (painting and sealing acrylic) was completed. 
 
Ice Lake Trail Head – Staff continues with trash collection.  Staff removed a fallen tree from the 
trail. Insurance survey and documentation completed for fallen trees from the wind storm. 
  

South District   
 
General Overview and Staffing - Staff continued routine maintenance throughout the district. 
Staff continued to make progress on Ceresa Park projects. The District experienced heavy wind 
damage throughout. Winds of 101 mph were measured in the district. Staff spent over 200 man 
hours cleaning up debris and damaged trees. Staff estimates more than 1,000 man hours 
remain to finish clean-up from wind storms. Staff cut out a tree that fell from County property 
onto the Widefield Sanitation’s fence.  
  
Equipment - Staff continued routine maintenance and snow equipment checks. Fleet did a 
good job of repairing an equipment trailer and auger quickly. Fleet made repairs to equipment 
while staff waited. Fleet repaired a fuel line leak on 971(truck) and had it back in service within 
one week. 
   
Fountain Creek Regional Park – Staff completed routine maintenance. Staff met with Planning 
staff and Pikes Peak Urban Gardens to discuss the implementation of a Community Garden, 
which was identified as a need in the Master Plan. 
 
FCRP experienced mild damage from the wind storms. Majority of the damage was broken 
limbs and small twigs that were scattered throughout the park.   
 
The Environmental Division and the Office of Emergency Management (OEM) stationed two 
roll-off dumpsters at the park to provide the public a place to dispose of spoiled food, stemming 
from extended power outages caused by the storm.  
 
Staff performed winter watering for newly planted trees and the new turf field. 
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FC Nature Center –   Staff conducted routine maintenance. The Nature Center roof and one 
Wildlife Observation Pavilion had shingle damage. 
 
Willow Springs – Staff completed routine maintenance. Status on the bridge repair has not 
changed; still awaiting the claim process.  
 
Staff dropped six trees that received heavy damage from the wind. Randy Feidler, a regular 
volunteer at Willow Springs, spent 40 hours cleaning up tree debris. Randy has been a 
tremendous help at Willow Springs. 
  
Ceresa Park – Park renovations are nearing completion. Ninety-five percent of the project is 
completed. Staff will complete the remaining 5% in February 2017. The pouring of three 
concrete foundations (structure support for swing set frame), basketball goal and court 
expansion were completed. Staff added playground safety mulch, sometimes referred to as 
fibar, to both the new and existing playgrounds. 
 
Ceresa experienced minor damage during the wind storms. All new trees fared well through the 
storm. 
 
Staff performed winter watering for the new trees. 

 
Widefield Park – Staff conducted routine maintenance. The Pikes Peak Disc Golf Club 
conducted a weekend tournament.  
 
Widefield received minor damage from the storm. 
   
Stratmoor Valley Park – Staff conducted routine maintenance.  
 
Stratmoor received extensive damage from the wind storms. Majority of the damage was broken 
branches and limbs. The whole park was littered with limbs. 
  
Maxwell Trailhead – Staff conducted routine maintenance. Staff began the process to remove 
homeless camps north of the trailhead. Keep Colorado Springs Beautiful estimates a start date 
to remove the camps in the late February. 

 
Clear Springs Ranch – Staff conducted routine maintenance. Clear Spring received wind 
damage in the form of one blown over tree and a few roof shingles torn off the pavilion roof. 
  
Additional Sites – Staff performed routine maintenance checks at the following locations: 
McCrea Reservoir, Mule Train.  
  
Other - Staff performed weekly routine equipment maintenance. Staff performed snow removal 
for Fountain Creek Senior Center, East DMV and B-Street Bridge. 
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