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Minutes of the February 8, 2017 

El Paso County Park Advisory Board Meeting 

Centennial Hall 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absent: Terri Hayes, Ann Nichols, Julia Sands de Melendez 

 

The following minutes are a summary of the proceedings.  A recording is available upon request 

at the El Paso County Parks Administration Office.  

 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Bob Falcone, Chair. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Shirley Gipson made a motion to approve the meeting agenda. Alan 

 Rainville seconded the motion. The motion carried 6 - 0.  

  

3. Approval of Minutes:  Shirley Gipson made a motion to approve the January 11, 2017 

 meeting minutes.  Jane Dillon seconded the motion. The motion carried 6 - 0. 

 

4. Introductions and Presentations: 

 

Dana Nordstrom presented Partners in the Park Awards to the following recipients: 

 

 Robert & Ellen Hostetler for Fox Run Regional Park 

 Heuberger Subaru for Bear Creek and Fox Run Dog Parks 

 Gold Hill Mesa for Bear Creek Nature Center 

 

The Park Advisory Board thanked the donors for their generous support of the park 

system. 

 

5. Citizen Comments / Correspondence: 

 

 None 

 

 

 

 

 

Members Present: 

Bob Falcone, Chair 

Jane Dillon, 2
nd

 Vice Chair 

Judi Tobias, Secretary  

Shirley Gipson 

Alan Rainville 

Todd Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Staff Present: 

Tim Wolken, Community Services Director 

Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 

Todd Marts, Recreation/Cultural Services Manager 

Sabine Carter, Administrative Services Coordinator 

Brad Bixler, Park Operations Manager 

Ross Williams, Park Planner 

Dana Nordstrom, Community Outreach Coordinator 

Nathan Robinson, North District Supervisor 

Kyle Melvin, Central District Supervisor 
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6. Development Applications:

A. Rockwood Minor Subdivision

Ross Williams provided an overview of the Rockwood Minor Subdivision development 

application. 

Shirley Gipson recommended to the Planning Commission and Board of County 

Commissioners that approval of the Rockwood Minor Subdivision include the following 

condition: Require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in the amount 

of $814. Jane Dillon seconded the motion. The motion carried 6 - 0. 

B. Cordero Minor Subdivision – Final Plat

Ross Williams provided an overview of the Cordero Minor Subdivision – Final Plat. 

Jane Dillon recommended to the Planning Commission and Board of County 

Commissioners that approval of the Cordero Minor Subdivision Final Plat include the 

following conditions: (1) designate and provide to El Paso County a 25-foot public trail 

easement along the west side of North Ellicott Highway that allows for public access, as well 

as construction and maintenance by El Paso County of a primary regional trail, and this 

easement shall be shown on the Final Plat, and the aforementioned easement be dedicated to 

El Paso County on the Final Plat; (2) and require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional 

park purposes in the amount of $814. Shirley Gipson seconded the motion. The motion 

carried 6 - 0. 

C. Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan and Final Plat

Ross Williams provided an overview of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan 

and Final Plat. 

Jane Dillon recommended to the Planning Commission and Board of County 

Commissioners that approval of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Preliminary Plan 

include the following condition: require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park 

purposes in the amount of $42,328 and urban park fees in the amount of $26,728. Judi 

Tobias seconded the motion. The motion carried 6- 0. 

Shirley Gipson recommended to the Planning Commission and Board of County 

Commissioners that approval of the Meadowbrook Crossing Residential Final Plat include 

the following condition: require fees in lieu of land dedication for regional park purposes in 

the amount of $42,328 and urban park fees in the amount of $26,728. Jane Dillon seconded 

the motion. The motion carried 6 - 0. 
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7. Information / Action Items: 

 

A.  Park Advisory Board Membership 

 

Tim Wolken presented the current Park Advisory Board roster.   He indicated that the second 

terms of Judi Tobias and Shirley Gipson will end in May, 2017 and they are not eligible for 

reappointment.  Jane Dillion and Bob Falcone’s first terms will end in May, 2017.  Both are 

eligible for reappointment for a second term.   

 

 

B. Annual City / County Park Advisory Board Meeting 

 

Tim Wolken informed the Board that the Park Advisory Boards for the City of Colorado Springs 

and  El Paso County annually conduct a joint meeting to provide updates and discuss collaborative 

projects.   The 2017 meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 8, 2017 at 11:30 a.m.  The 

County Park Advisory Board meeting will be conducted immediately following the joint Park 

Advisory Board meeting. 

 

8. Monthly Reports: 

 

Tim Wolken updated the Board on the recent wind storm damage and stated that the department is 

currently working on damage estimates.   

 

Bob Falcone inquired about the Jones Park conservation easement. Tim Wolken stated that the 

conveyance documents required the County to place a conservation easement over Jones Park. 

The County has contracted with Palmer Land Trust to complete the easement which should be 

finalized in February. 

 

Judi Tobias inquired about the status of designating Rainbow Falls as a historic site. Tim Wolken 

stated that the Board of County Commissioners approved the site designation in December, 2016. 

  

Brad Bixler informed the Board that the El Paso County Security Officer assigned to County 

Parks is being converted into a Park Ranger position.   In addition to providing security services, 

the ranger will also provide wildlife management expertise and other services. 

 

Elaine Kleckner stated that the Widefield Community Park Master Plan will be presented at the 

March Park Advisory Board in March.  

 

Elaine Kleckner addressed questions on the Falcon Regional Park equestrian trailhead parking 

area.   Staff is exploring providing a temporary parking area and mowing trails prior to the 

permanent improvements being completed.  Judi Tobias indicated that several equestrian groups 

may be willing to provide donations for the initial improvements. 
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9. Board/Staff Comments:   

 

 

10. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:04 p.m.   

 

 

       

Judi Tobias, Secretary  
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El Paso County Parks 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title: Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Meridian Ranch – 

PUD/Preliminary Plan and Final Plat 
 
Agenda Date:   March 8, 2016 
 
Agenda Item Number: #6 - A 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
 
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
Background Information: 
 
Request by GTL, Inc., for approval of Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Meridian Ranch 
PUD/Preliminary Plan and Final Plat.  Stonebridge at Meridian Ranch is zoned PUD and 
is located within the Meridian Ranch development, northeast of the town of Falcon, east 
of the intersection of Meridian Road and Londonderry Drive, and south of Meridian 
Ranch Elementary School and Falcon High School.  The proposed 51.55-acre 
development will include 164 single-family residential lots, with a minimum lot size of 
7,200 square feet.  The property is within the Falcon-Peyton Small Area Master Plan 
boundary. 
 
The 2013 El Paso County Parks Master Plan shows no regional trails running through or 
directly adjacent to the proposed subdivision.  The proposed Arroyo Lane Regional Trail 
alignment is located 0.35 mile north of the property, while the proposed Meridian Road 
and Curtis Road Bicycle Routes are located 1.00 and 0.50 mile to the west and south, 
respectively.  The proposed Eastonville Regional Trail is located approximately 0.25 mile 
southeast of the property. 
 
The open space dedication proposed within Stonebridge Filing No. 3 comprises 10.87 
acres within three landscape tracts, or 21.09% of the subdivision, and therefore exceeds 
the required open space dedication of 10%.  Designed as “a recreation-focused 
neighborhood,” numerous trails and sidewalks connect residents to a variety of 
recreation facilities in the Meridian Ranch Development, including the nearby recreation 
center and golf course.   
 
Staff acknowledges the waiver of regional park fees as outlined in the 2014 park lands 
agreement, which addressed provision of Falcon Regional Park lands, and recommends 
urban park fees in lieu of land dedication for urban park purposes. 
 
Recommended Motion (PUD/Preliminary Plan): 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that 
the approval of Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Meridian Ranch PUD/ Preliminary Plan 
include the following conditions: require fees in lieu of land dedication for urban park 
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purposes in the amount of $42,148.  Regional fees are not required pursuant to the 
existing park lands agreement for regional park land dedication. 
 
Recommended Motion (Final Plat): 
 
Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners that 
the approval of Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Meridian Ranch Final Plat include the 
following conditions: require fees in lieu of land dedication for urban park purposes in the 
amount of $42,148.  Regional fees are not required pursuant to the existing park lands 
agreement for regional park land dedication. 
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Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Merdian Ranch - PUD /
Preliminary Plan
PUDSP-17-001

$101.00 / Unit x 164 Dwelling Units = $16,564.00
$156.00 / Unit x 164 Dwelling Units = $25,584.00

$42,148.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners 
that the approval of Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Meridian Ranch PUD / Preliminary
Plan include the following conditions: require fees in lieu of land dedication for
urban park purposes in the amount of $42,148.  Regional fees are not required
pursuant to the existing park lands agreement for regional park land dedication. 

March 8, 2017

PUD/Preliminary
Plan

0

51.55
164
3.18

2
3

PUD PUD

2

0.0194 Acres x 164 Dwelling Units = 3.182 acres 0.00375 Acres x 164 Dwelling Units = 0.62 acres
0.00625 Acres x 164 Dwelling Units = 1.03 acres

1.65 acres

2 3

GTL, Inc.
3575 Kenyon Street, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92110

N.E.S., Inc.
Andrea Barlow
619 North Cascade Avenue, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(2.5 units or greater / 1 acre)X
3

$407.00 / Unit x 164 Dwelling Units= $66,748.00
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Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Merdian Ranch - Final Plat

SF-17-005

$101.00 / Unit x 164 Dwelling Units = $16,564.00
$156.00 / Unit x 164 Dwelling Units = $25,584.00

$42,148.00

Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners
that the approval of Stonebridge Filing No. 3 at Meridian Ranch Final Plat include 
the following conditions: require fees in lieu of land dedication for urban park
purposes in the amount of $42,148.  Regional fees are not required pursuant to the
existing park lands agreement for regional park land dedication. 

March 8, 2017

Final Plat

0

51.55
164
3.18

2
3

PUD PUD

2

0.0194 Acres x 164 Dwelling Units = 3.182 acres 0.00375 Acres x 164 Dwelling Units = 0.62 acres
0.00625 Acres x 164 Dwelling Units = 1.03 acres

1.65 acres

2 3

GTL, Inc.
3575 Kenyon Street, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92110

N.E.S., Inc.
Andrea Barlow
619 North Cascade Avenue, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(2.5 units or greater / 1 acre)X
3

$407.00 / Unit x 164 Dwelling Units= $66,748.00
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El Paso County Park Advisory Board 
 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
 

 
Agenda Item Title:  Widefield Community Park Master Plan  
 
Agenda Date:   March 8, 2017 
 
Agenda Item Number: #7 - A 
 
Presenter:   Ross Williams, Park Planner 
     
Information:     Endorsement:  X 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
The Widefield Community Park Master Plan is a guiding document whose purpose is to 
strategically plan for capital improvements that provide outdoor recreation opportunities 
and land stewardship within the park. The Master Plan will also be helpful in obtaining 
third-party funds since it articulates the future vision for the property.  The planning 
process was designed to comprehensively address the needs of Widefield Community 
Park, including active use areas, trails, open space, and recreation and cultural services 
facilities. The Master Plan endeavors to provide a sustainable approach to allocation of 
resources for the next ten years, and to provide the elements of a first phase of 
improvements that will be initiated immediately. The process established essential goals, 
while incorporating needed changes and new ideas based on input by stakeholders and 
analysis of data. The Master Plan will guide El Paso County Park’s efforts to continue to 
provide a high quality of parks, recreation, and cultural services that are valued by 
citizens. 
 
The Widefield Community Park Master Plan process began in July 2016 with the 
establishment of a Master Plan Team, comprised of El Paso County staff members from 
both the Community Services Department and Public Works Department.  County staff 
prepared a community survey, which was launched online in September 2016.  The 
Master Plan Team used the survey results, in combination with input from stakeholder 
interviews and the first public meeting held in October 2016 to develop 
recommendations and site-specific plans illustrating park enhancements and additions.  
A second public meeting was held in February 2017 to review elements of the draft plan.  
The Widefield Community Park Master Plan will be presented at public hearings before 
the Park Advisory Board for endorsement and the Board of County Commissioners for 
final approval, both in March 2017. 
 
Since Widefield Community Park was originally constructed, there have been many 
changes in the demographics of, and interests among, park users.  The community is 
requesting new, updated, and/or different facilities as a result of the population growth 
and cultural changes within the region, as well as national trends.  The survey conducted 
during this Master Plan process documents some of these new requests, and 
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demonstrates that the development of the Widefield Community Park Master Plan is a 
very timely and worthwhile activity. It will be used by County Park staff and policy 
makers to aid in decisions related to capital improvements, maintenance, and land 
stewardship for years to come.  
 
Given Widefield Community Park’s unique combination of natural resources, hydrologic 
features, and man-made infrastructure set into an urban environment, a technical site 
analysis was necessary to pinpoint those areas that are not conducive to development, 
and identify areas suitable for construction of new or improved facilities without 
disturbing critical wildlife habitat or environmentally-sensitive areas, such as wetlands, 
riparian areas, and floodways.  The site analysis led the Team to conclude that only low 
impact facilities and minimal investment infrastructure should occur within the existing 
floodways.  These facilities can withstand periodic flooding, resulting in little or no 
property damage.  High-investment structures will be located out of the floodway to 
minimize or prevent expensive structural losses. 
 
The combination of public input and technical analysis led to the development of goals 
and recommendations for the future of the Widefield Community Park.  Highlights of the 
Master Plan include a renovated restroom, improved walking and biking trails, additional 
benches and picnic tables, disc golf course enhancements, picnic/event pavilions, 
expanded and updated playground, expanded parking, and improved pedestrian lighting.  
Most of the new improvements will occur near the primary active-use area near Fontaine 
Boulevard, while some improvements such as trail improvements, benches, trash cans, 
and lighting will occur throughout the park and disc golf course area.   
   
A hard copy of the draft Master Plan is attached for Park Advisory Board review.  An 
electronic version may be viewed at: 
 
http://adm.elpasoco.com/CommunityServices/planning/Pages/WidefieldCommunityPark
Planning.aspx 
 
Staff requests Park Advisory Board endorsement of the Widefield Community Park 
Master Plan.   
 
Recommended motion: 
 
Move to endorse the draft Widefield Community Park Master Plan and recommend 
adoption to the El Paso County Board of Commissioners, subject to refinement during 
the public hearing and adoption process. 
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CHAPTER 1 – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Background 
Nestled into its urban setting, Widefield Community 
Park is situated along the shaded banks of the Crews 
Gulch drainage, which flows through the entire length 
of the park.  The 50-acre park contains a mix of man-
made grassy areas, natural open spaces, and active-use 
facilities, with clusters of mature elm and cottonwood 
trees near Crews Gulch itself.  The park’s main active 
use area consists of a multi-use athletic field, picnic 
tables with BBQ grills, basketball courts, and a 
playground.  Crews Gulch Regional Trail, like its 
namesake, meanders through the park, connecting the 
park with Fountain Creek Regional Trail to the 
southwest. 
 
The park’s first acreages were acquired in 1972, when 
the then “El Paso County Park and Recreation District” 
was deeded two parcels of land of approximately 34 
acres from Widefield Homes, Incorporated, after which 
park amenities were planned and built almost 
immediately.  In December 2002, Fountain Mutual 
Irrigation Company and Fountain Mutual Metropolitan 
District deeded 17 acres of land to El Paso County, 
including McCrae Reservoir, thus increasing the size of 
Widefield Community Park to its present-day 50 acres.  
Other than minor updates and the construction of the disc golf course in 1996, the park has not been 
updated significantly and is subject only to routine and periodic maintenance cycles.  Trails and other 
park infrastructure, such as playgrounds and restrooms, are in need of either major upgrades or total 
modernization to coincide with today’s public needs and recreational standards. 
 
Master Plan Purpose 
The Widefield Community Park Master Plan is a guiding document whose purpose is to strategize and 
provide outdoor recreation opportunities and land stewardship within the park. The planning process 
was designed to comprehensively address the needs of Widefield Community Park, specifically active 
use areas, trails, open space, and recreational facilities. The Master Plan endeavors to provide a 
sustainable approach to allocation of resources for the next ten years, and to provide the elements of a 
first phase of improvements that will be initiated immediately. The process established essential goals, 
while incorporating needed changes and new ideas based on input by stakeholders and analysis of data. 
The Master Plan will guide El Paso County Park’s efforts to continue to provide a high quality of parks, 
recreation, and cultural services that are valued by citizens. 
 
Since Widefield Community Park was originally constructed, there have been many changes in the 
demographics of, and interests among, park users.  The community is requesting new, updated, and/or 
different facilities as a result of the population growth and cultural changes within the region, as well as 
national trends.  The survey conducted during this Master Plan process documents some of these new 

Figure 1 – Crews Gulch Flowing Through Widefield 
Community Park 
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requests, and demonstrates that the development of the Widefield Community Park Master Plan is a 
very timely and worthwhile activity. It will be used by County Park staff and policy makers to aid in 
decisions related to capital improvements, maintenance, and land stewardship for years to come. 
 
Master Plan Vision 
El Paso County Parks currently manages approximately 50 acres of active use areas, regional and 
internal park trail corridors, native open space, wetlands, and active floodplains within Widefield 
Community Park. This Master Plan is intended to provide a vision for the future of Widefield Community 
Park, continuing the facilities and services that citizens value along with providing new facilities, 
recreation opportunities, and cultural services programs. It explores existing conditions and future 
needs from the vantage point of the public, stakeholders, and County staff and leaders to provide a 
roadmap for the future. This vision is further expressed through the following goals, action items, and 
implementation plan. 
 
Planning Process 
The Widefield Community Park Master Plan process began in July 2016 with the establishment of a 
Master Plan Team, comprised of El Paso County staff members from both the Community Services 
Department (Planning, Park Operations, Cultural and Recreational Services, Community Outreach, 
Environmental) and Public Works (Transportation, Engineering).  County staff prepared a community 
survey, which was launched online in September 2016 seeking comments from the general public 
related to park improvements. The Master Plan Team used the survey results, in combination with input 
from stakeholder interviews and the first public meeting held in October 2016 to develop recommended 
improvements for consideration in the Master Plan. In addition to the second public meeting held in 
February 2017, the Widefield Community Park Master Plan was presented at public hearings before the 
Park Advisory Board for endorsement and the Board of County Commissioners for final approval, both in 
March 2017.  Below is the timeline utilized and updated throughout the master planning process.  

 
Figure 2 - Master Plan Timeline 

Task July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March
Conduct Meetings with Master Plan Team

Prepare Master Plan Outline Documents

Review Existing Plans and Documents

Create Master Plan Team

Establish List of Key Stakeholders

Stakeholder Interviews

Establish Online Public Survey

Create Project Web Page

Data Collection and Analysis

Prepare Existing Conditions Chapter

Compile and Analyze Public Survey Results

Conduct First Public Meeting (October 2016) 

Compile First Public Meeting Input

Analyze Inputs and Develop Recommendations

Develop Master Plan First Draft

Internal Master Plan Team Review of First Draft

Conduct Second Public Meeting (February 2017)

Public Review of Draft Master Plan 

Develop PAB Draft Master Plan

PAB Presentation / Approval (March 2017)

Produce BoCC Draft Master Plan

BoCC Presentation  / Approval (March 2017)

Approved Master Plan for Public Distribution

Widefield Community Park - Master Plan Project Timeline
2016 2017
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Summary of Master Plan Goals 
The establishment of goals specific to the Widefield Community Park Master Plan was based upon not 
only the overall El Paso County Parks system goals and objectives, but also through a thorough analysis 
and understanding of the community preferences demonstrated by the results of the public survey, 
stakeholder interviews, public meetings, and input from the Master Plan Team.  As a result, the 
following goals have been established for this Master Plan: 
 

• Overall Park and Recreation Area 
o Create a sustainable future for Widefield Community Park with respect for social, 

economic, and environmental values. 
o Continue and improve maintenance and enhancement of existing park facilities with a 

focus on user safety, ADA accessibility, and multi-generational use. 
o Identify and site future park amenities and facilities with continued respect for the 

natural environment and surrounding neighborhood. 
o Continue to meet the recreational and cultural needs of the citizens regardless of age or 

abilities. 
 

• Regional and Internal Park Trails 
o Work collaboratively with other agencies and organizations to promote connectivity 

between neighborhoods and destinations. 
o Identify trail connections that would provide citizens of all abilities a safe and efficient 

route to Widefield Community Park, following both ADA guidelines and National 
Recreation and Park Association recommendations for Safe Routes to Parks. 

o Plan, maintain, and build trails and trail facilities to a more sustainable standard using a 
hierarchy of multi-use trails and current best management practices.  

 
• McCrae Reservoir Open Space / Crews Gulch 

o Preserve existing open space for wildlife habitat and passive recreation. 
o Encourage and enhance user access to the McCrae Reservoir section of the park. 
o Avoid development within the floodplain to preserve watershed function and avoid 

unnecessary infrastructure repair costs. 
o Maintain and enhance the functionality of the wetland and riparian areas. 

 
• Recreation and Cultural Services Programs and Facilities 

o Provide a venue for sporting, cultural, and community events. 
 

• Management and Administration 
o Increase enforcement of park rules and regulations as a means to increase safety and 

reduce multi-use conflicts. 
o Consider strategic acquisitions adjacent to park land to allow for expansion and protect 

park values. 
o Assess maintenance standards and schedules in consideration of stakeholder comments 

and recommendations. 
o Evaluate current forest and turf management objectives in regards to tree and turf 

health, irrigation efficiency, control of invasive species, and fuels management. 
 
 
  

43



4 

• Community Awareness 
o Promote environmental awareness through healthy, active, outdoor opportunities. 
o Promote neighborhood and regional connectivity between Widefield Community Park 

and surrounding recreational opportunities. 
o Provide information on park facilities, programs, and rules governing use. 

 
• Implementation and Funding 

o Generate partnership opportunities for projects and programs. 
o Enhance Widefield Community Park’s facilities and programs through new and existing 

funding sources and partnerships. 
o In order to address stakeholder needs, identify and pursue all available funds for 

implementation of Phase I renovations and improvements to existing park facilities. 
 
Summary of Action Items 
Based upon the Master Plan Goals list above, the following improvements are recommended:  
 

Overall Park and Recreation Areas – Many of the recommendations brought forth in the public 
input process addressed issues and infrastructure improvements that impact Widefield Community Park 
as a whole.  These recommendations were also taken into consideration when planning the other more 
specific categories.  Action items are comprised of, but not limited to, restroom renovations, park 
beautification, expansion of parking areas, trail improvements, playground renovation and 
enhancement, picnic and events pavilions, disc golf course improvements, and installation of basic 
amenities such as benches, trash cans, and pedestrian lighting.   

 
Regional and Internal Park Trails – Crews Gulch Regional Trail, which runs southwest to 

northeast through Widefield Community Park, offers connections between the park’s surrounding 
neighborhoods and other recreation opportunities, most of which lie to the southwest.  At Widefield 
Community Park, the County currently provides and maintains approximately 1 mile of the Crews Gulch 
Regional Trail, existing as an eight-foot wide concrete or gravel surfaced trail that accommodates 
multiple uses.  Approximately 1 mile of informal social trails exist within the park, accessing primarily 
those areas west of Crews Gulch, providing access to the disc golf course and an alternative to the 
regional trail.  In addition to the trails, Widefield Community Park has approximately .5 mile of concrete 
sidewalks that allow for smooth-surface pedestrian use and exercise opportunities. 
 
This Master Plan proposes the conversion of nearly 1 mile of social trails to proper Tier III internal park 
gravel trails, utilizing existing paths or relocating those which are causing damage to the park’s 
infrastructure and ecosystem.  Recommendations also call for enhanced trail amenities and increased 
connectivity to the surrounding neighborhoods and other recreation opportunities.  These proposed 
trail improvements include using sustainable trail design practices to minimize the cost of future 
maintenance and infrastructure costs. 
 

McCrae Reservoir Open Space / Crews Gulch – Of Widefield Community Park’s 50 acres, 
approximately 15 acres is comprised of the practically untouched wetland and riparian area surrounding 
McCrae Reservoir.  Accessed via a pedestrian tunnel under Fontaine Boulevard, park users have limited 
recreational opportunities at McCrae Reservoir, due in part to healthy wetlands that at times hide the 
reservoir from view.  Results from both the public survey and stakeholder interviews revealed that park 
users not only prize this open space area, and want to keep it natural and maintained, but with 
improved accessibility for the purpose of wildlife viewing and bird watching.  Master plan goals, as 
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stated previously, call for preservation of open space for wildlife habitat and passive recreation, increase 
reservoir accessibility, and to maintain and enhance wetland and riparian areas. 
 
Draining from McCrae Reservoir, Crews Gulch flows through the entire length of Widefield Community 
Park, providing for a unique natural and scenic resource.  Surrounded by towering elm and cottonwood 
trees, Crews Gulch also creates an interesting obstacle for those playing disc golf, as baskets and tee 
boxes dot both sides of the waterway, with interconnecting social trails crossing over Crews Gulch via 
aging and sometimes restrictive culverts. 
 
Recommended action items include the repair or replacement of culverts along Crews Gulch, redesign 
and renovation of the Crews Gulch access and drainage tunnel under Fontaine Boulevard, and the 
installation of a floating wildlife observation platform on McCrae Reservoir.  

 
Recreation and Cultural Services Programs and Facilities – As a neighborhood park, Widefield 

Community Park is unique when compared to other El Paso County Parks, due to its urban environment 
and close proximity to neighboring residents.  Therefore, recreational opportunities are limited primarily 
to those activities found in other urban parks, focusing on physical recreation and exercise, group 
activities, and even sporting events. As the park evolves, however, care must be taken to balance 
recreational use of the park, as a venue for sporting, cultural, and community events, with preservation 
of its limited natural resources as potential educational and interpretive opportunities.  Action items 
include the promotion of community events, the construction of an events pavilion, and continued 
support of disc golf events and regional tournaments. 
 

Management and Administration – Responsible management and administration of Widefield 
Community Park will ensure that the park remains financially and environmentally sustainable for years 
to come while meeting resident and visitor needs.  Master Plan goals call for enforcement of park rules 
and regulations, increased safety, and improved maintenance standards and practices.  To address these 
goals, action items include improved park signage to reduce user conflict, safety improvements, 
unauthorized park access reduction measures, strategic land acquisitions, and improved forest, 
irrigation, and turf management practices. 
 

Community Awareness – Outreach programs provide awareness, sponsorship, fundraising, and 
volunteer opportunities to support programs and facility development of El Paso County parks, trails, 
open spaces, Nature Centers and other facilities.  Outreach services provides opportunities to benefit 
the community and improve the quality of life for County residents with volunteer opportunities such as 
Adopt-A-Park/Adopt-A-Trail, friends groups and park volunteers, as well as donation opportunities 
through such programs as Partners in the Park and the Trust for Community Parks.  Action items are 
centered on increased community relations and communication, as well as promoting connectivity 
between Widefield Community Park and surrounding recreational opportunities. 
 

Implementation and Funding – The prioritization and phasing of capital improvements for 
Widefield Community Park as expressed in the Implementation Plan in Chapter 7 was derived from input 
by the public, stakeholders, and Master Plan Team members, with endorsement by the Park Advisory 
Board and approval by the Board of County Commissioners.  This initial capital improvement budget 
gives consideration new and improved facility and critical maintenance needs, while taking into account 
available funding, benefit for cost, project complexity, and improvement urgency. In a continuing effort 
to enhance the Park’s facilities and programs, Master Plan goals and action items focus on generating 
and researching new partnership opportunities and funding sources to assist with the planning, 
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development, and implementation of new projects and programs.  Chapter 7 provides a detailed 
explanation of existing and possible funding sources, and a structured view of the proposed phased 
improvements, to be completed within the next ten years. 
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 CHAPTER 2 – EXISTING CONDITIONS
 
Background 
In September of 1972, the then “El Paso 
County Park and Recreation District” was 
deeded two parcels of land of 
approximately 34 acres from Widefield 
Homes, Incorporated.  Widefield Homes 
began building homes in the Security-
Widefield area in the late 1950s, on 
nearly 3,000 acres located generally 
south and east of Widefield and Fontaine 
Boulevards. Nestled among the 
approximately 7,000 homes constructed 
by Widefield Homes, the 34-acre parcel 
was soon to become known as Widefield 
Community Park, with planning and 
construction commencing in the mid-
1970s. 
 
The landscape architecture firm, Key/Fletemeyer Associates, was contracted to develop the first and 
only known master site plan for Widefield Community Park, as seen below in Figure 4.  Many of the 
components of this plan were included in the original park construction, including the baseball field, 
playground, parking area, restroom, and the unique small basketball courts located adjacent to the 
playground.  While the two ponds are now gone, Crews Gulch and Crews Gulch Regional Trail still wind 
through the entire length of the park.  Also present in the park is an 18-basket disc golf course, 
constructed in 1996, making it one of the oldest and most heavily used disc golf courses in the Pikes 
Peak region. 

 
On March 4, 1991, a United Airlines Boeing 737, Flight 585, crashed into Widefield Community Park as it 
approached Colorado Springs Airport, located approximately 3 miles north of the park.  Tragically, all 25 
persons aboard were killed instantly as the airplane nosedived into the park, just west of the 
playground.  As a result of the crash and loss of life, El Paso County Commissioners ordered the 
construction of the Flight 585 Memorial Pavilion, along with the planting of 25 trees – one tree for each 
crash victim.  Inside the pavilion are two large stones that bear the names of the victims. 

Figure 4 - The Original 1973 Master Plan for Widefield Community Park 

Figure 3 - Widefield and Security in the Late 1960s, Showing Widefield 
Community Park's Future Location Outlined in Yellow 
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In December 2002, Fountain Mutual Irrigation Company and Fountain Mutual Metropolitan District 
deeded 17 acres of land to El Paso County, thus increasing the size of Widefield Community Park to its 
present-day 50 acres.  This valuable addition included McCrae Reservoir – formally known as Carp Lake – 
and its surrounding pristine wetlands and riparian environment.  In 2005, a connecting trail was built 
under Fontaine Boulevard, leading to a small pavilion near the southwestern shore of the reservoir. 
 
Topography  
Nestled into its urban setting, Widefield 
Community Park is situated on relatively flat 
terrain along the shaded banks of the Crews 
Gulch drainage, which flows northeast to 
southwest through the community of 
Security/Widefield, immediately south of 
Colorado Springs and east of the Colorado Front 
Range.  The 50-acre park contains a mix of man-
made grassy areas and active-use facilities 
surrounding clusters of mature elm and 
cottonwood trees near Crews Gulch itself.  
Elevation in the park decreases gradually from 
northeast to southwest, with a maximum 
elevation of 5,725 feet near McCrae Reservoir, 
to approximately 5,665 feet at the point where 
Crews Gulch exits the park at Highway 85.  
According to the Utah State University Southwest GAP Landform analysis, most of Widefield Community 
Park is comprised of valley flats, near level terraces, and gently sloping hills. (Data: EPC Parks Master 
Plan, USU Southwest GAP Analysis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 - Cottonwood and Elm Trees Shade Crews Gulch and 
the Disc Golf Course in Widefield Community Park 

Map 2 - El Paso County Park System Showing Widefield Community Park Situated Near the 
Communities of Widefield and Security 

49



10 

Climate  
Located in a semi-arid climatic environment that extends east from the Colorado Front Range, visitors to  
Widefield Community Park can expect to see annually nearly 250 days of sunshine, and relatively 
moderate temperatures.  The average maximum yearly temperature is 62.9 degrees, topping out at an 
average of 86.2 degrees during July.  The average minimum yearly temperature is 35.8 degrees, with 
January possessing the lowest average monthly temperature of 17.8 degrees.  Although figures vary 
depending on the source, annual precipitation averages approximately 15.6 inches, with the greatest 
amount of precipitation falling between May and August.  The semi-arid climate with its moderate 
temperatures results in an annual snowfall rate of 39 inches.  (Data: Western Regional Climate Center, 
NOAA) 
 
Geologic Features and Soils  
 Geologic Surface Features – Widefield Community Park’s geologic and soil characteristics are a 
direct result of its location along a tributary of Fountain Creek.  The park’s gently sloping terrain along 
the banks of Crews Gulch are evidence of current and past geomorphologic processes that lend to the 
current geologic make-up. The 1977 Robinson Geologic Hazards Study outlined the following 
distribution of geologic surface features within the park boundaries (Data: Robinson Study, USGS, 1977): 
 

1. Physiographic floodplain. Erosion and deposition presently occur here and is generally 
subject to recurrent flooding.  It includes the 100-year floodplain along major streams where 
floodplain studies have been conducted.  Extensive detailed geologic, soils engineering and 
hydrologic investigation is required for any development planning.  Utility corridors and 
structures may utilize some of these areas only after extensive design for the specialized 
problems involved.  This geologic area comprises 5.5 acres or 11% of park area, primarily 
along the Crews Gulch in the southern reaches of the park. 

2. Stable alluvium, colluvium, and bedrock on flat to gentle slopes (0-5%).  Here, geologic 
hazard emphasis addresses surface and subsurface drainage.  General geologic and soils 
engineering investigation is required to verify the uniformity of geologic conditions and 
general properties of surficial deposits and bedrock.  This area makes up 27.3 acres or 54% 
of the park, encompassing the primary active use area, south of Fontaine Boulevard. 

3. Expansive and potentially expansive soil and bedrock on flat to moderate slopes (0-12%). 
Here, geologic hazard emphasis addresses the potential for swell, depth of bedrock, design 
of foundation and drainage.  General geologic and soils engineering investigation is required 
to verify the uniformity of geologic conditions and general properties of surficial deposits 
and bedrock.  Located north of Fontaine Boulevard and surrounding McCrae Reservoir, this 
group comprises 17.7 acres or 35% of the park area. 
 

Soils – In 1981, the US Department of Agriculture, National Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS, formally the Soil Conservation Service (SCS)) performed an extensive soil survey in El Paso 
County, and identified seven soil types within Widefield Community Park, many of which are described 
as being suited to support wetlands, grasslands,  and riparian wildlife habitats.  They are as follows 
(Data: National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS): 

 
1. Ellicott Loamy Course Sand. This deep, somewhat excessively drained soil is on terraces and 

floodplains.  Typically, the surface layer is grayish brown loamy coarse sand about 4 inches 
thick.  The underlying material to a depth of 60 inches is light brownish gray coarse sand 
stratified with layers of loamy sand, loamy coarse sand, and coarse sandy loam.  This soil 
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type is found in the southern arm of the park along Crews Gulch, typically within the 100-
year floodplain. 

2. Fluvaquentic Haplaquolls. These deep, poorly drained soils are in marshes, in swales, and 
on creek bottoms.  These soils are stratified.  Typically, the surface layer is light gray to very 
dark gray loamy fine sand to gravelly loam 2 to 6 inches thick.  The underlying material, 48 
to 58 inches thick, is very pale brown to gray, stratified heavy sandy clay loam to sand and 
gravel.  The lower part of some of these soils, at depths ranging from 18 to 48 inches, ranges 
from light blueish gray to greenish gray.  The water table is usually at a depth of less than 48 
inches, and it is on the surface during wet periods.  The most common soil in the park,  the 
area surrounding McCrae Reservoir and the primary active use area both contain this soil 
type. 

3. Manzanola Clay Loam.  This deep, well-drained soil formed in calcareous loamy alluvium on 
fans, terraces, and valley side slopes.  Typically, the surface layer is grayish brown heavy clay 
loam about 26 inches thick.  The substratum is grayish brown clay loam to a depth of 60 
inches or more.  The lower part of the subsoil and the substratum contain visible soft 
masses of lime.  It is found only in the northeastern corner of park near the parking area. 

4. Blendon Sandy Loam:  These very deep, well drained soils formed in sandy arkosic alluvium 
on terraces, floodplains, and in drainage ways. Permeability is moderate or moderately 
rapid through the solum and moderately rapid or rapid in the underlying material.  Typically, 
the surface layer is a dark grayish brown sandy loam 0 to 6 inches thick.  The underlying 
material varies by location, but is generally occurs at depths ranging from 6 to 60 inches, 
and ranges from dark grayish brown loam in the shallow depths, to light brownish gray 
gravelly sandy loam in the deeper depths.  This soil type is only found in small pockets on 
the far western and southern reaches of the park. 

5. Fort Collins Loam:  This soil consists of deep, well drained soils that formed in medium 
texture alluvium on terraces and uplands.  The surface layer is typically a brownish loam, 0 
to 6 inches in depth.  The underlying material occurs at depths up to 60 inches, and ranges 
from brown or dark grayish brown loam at shallow depths, to pale brown loam between 30 
and 60 inches in depth.  This soil type is found in the eastern section of the park, near the 
basketball and tennis courts. 

6. Nelson-Tassel Fine Sandy Loams:  This soil type consists of moderately deep, well drained 
soils that formed in moderately coarse textured, calcareous residuum derived from 
sandstone on upland hills and ridges.  Typically, the surface layer consists of 0 to 7 inches to 
grayish brown fine sandy loam, while the deepest layers, at 26 to 60 inches in depth, consist 
of weathered calcareous sandstone and interbedded shale and loamstone.  This soil type is 
found in the far northeast corner of the park, north of the parking lot and south of Fontaine 
Boulevard. 

7. Truckton Sandy Loam:  These deep, well drained soils formed in alluvium and residuum 
derived from arkosic sedimentary rock on uplands.  The surface layer, at 0 to 5 inches in 
depth, consists of grayish brown sandy loam, with substrate that varies from dark grayish 
brown sandy loam near the surface layer, to a light yellowish brown coarse sandy loam 
below 24 inches in depth.  Not common in Widefield Community Park, this soil type is only 
found in a narrow north-south strip west of McCrae Reservoir. 
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Hydrography 
Widefield Community Park is located in the Big Johnson 
drainage basin, which is a sub-basin of the Fountain 
Creek Watershed, and almost all of the park’s 50 acres 
are located within either a floodplain or floodway.  
Relatively small in size at 5.67 square miles (3,630 acres), 
the Big Johnson drainage basin contains 280-acre Big 
Johnson Reservoir and 13-acre McCrae Reservoir, with 
Crews Gulch providing the primary drainage within the 
basin.  Ranging from 6,115 feet in elevation at its highest 
point near the Colorado Springs Airport to 5,660 feet 
near Highway 85, the basin consists of moderate terrain, 
with rolling hills covered in bluestem grasslands in the 
upper reaches and urbanized land cover of streets, 
homes, and businesses in the lower half. The watershed 
is bordered by the Windmill Gulch drainage basin to the 
north and west, and the much-larger Jimmy Camp Creek 
drainage basin on the east and south, both of which also 
drain into Fountain Creek. 

 
A watershed is a region that drains into a river, river 
system, or other body of water. John Wesley Powell, the 
19th century geologist and explorer, described a 
watershed as, "that area of land, a bounded hydrologic system, within which all living things are 
inextricably linked by their common water course and where, as humans settled, simple logic demanded 
that they become part of a community."  This eloquent description applies to the Fountain Creek 
Watershed, the Big Johnson drainage basin and Crews Gulch, as the communities of Security, Widefield, 
and Fountain have grown steadily since the 1950s, encroaching on and in essence hardening the 
drainage basin, thus altering and perhaps accelerating the manner in which Crews Gulch drains into 
Fountain Creek. 
 
Fed by nearly 450 upstream miles of perennial and intermittent streams including Crews Gulch, Fountain 
Creek has proven to be a challenging environment by nature, varying from nearly dry, ankle-deep 
conditions during drought periods to a wide, powerful channel carrying more than 21,000 cubic feet per 
second during high flow rainfall events.  Increased flows are worsened by continued development in the 
upstream communities, where concrete, asphalt, and rooftops increase stormwater runoff and can push 
Fountain Creek and its tributaries to the limits of their capacity.  Therefore, continued responsible 
stormwater management and infrastructure development is necessary in sub-basins such as Big Johnson 
and parks such as Widefield Community Park, where careful consideration will be placed on the location 
and purpose of new park infrastructure, and how those improvements affect stormwater drainage 
within and downstream of the park.  

 
Flora and Fauna 

Wetlands.  The McCrae Reservoir component of Widefield Park supports extensive wetlands 
that dominate the bulk of the parcel.  These wetlands exhibit characteristics of palustrine forested, 
palustrine scrub-shrub and palustrine emergent wetlands.  The McCrae wetlands provide several 
important functions including floodwater storage/conveyance, groundwater recharge, bank 

Figure 6 – Crews Gulch 
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stabilization, nutrient/contaminant removal, aquatic and terrestrial habitat, maintenance of biodiversity 
and storm surge buffer.   
 

Upland Vegetation.  Vegetation within the developed portion of Widefield Park is comprised of 
species typical of park areas including bluegrass and elm.  Species diversity increases significantly in the 
natural habitat associated with the McCrae Reservoir portion.  Tree and shrub species around McCrae 
Reservoir include plains cottonwood (Populus deltoides), narrowleaf cottonwood (Populus angustifolia), 
American elm (Ulmus americana) and sandbar willow (Salix exigua).  Common forbs include broad-leaf 
cattail (Typha latifolia), duckweed (Lemna minor), nodding beggarticks (Bidens cernua), stinging nettle 
(Urtica dioica), showy milkweed (Asclepias speciosa), common cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium), white 
sweet clover (Melilotus albus), yellow sweet clover (Melilotus officinale), white Dutch clover (Trifolium 
repens), many-flowered aster (Virgulus ericoides), kochia (Kochia scoparia), Russian thistle (Salsola kali) 
and alfalfa (Medicago sativa).   Graminoids include sedges (Carex spp.), rushes (Juncus spp.), barnyard 
grass (Echinochloa crus-galli), creeping spikerush (Eleocharis macrostachya), smartweed (Persicaria 
spp.), softstem bulrush (Schoenoplectus lacustris) and western wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii).  
Additionally, the property supports noxious weeds species that include Russian olive (Elaeagnus 
angustifolia), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), common teasel (Dipsacus fullonum), Canada thistle 
(Cirsium arvense), poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) and hoary cress (Cardaria draba).  The property 
is treated with herbicide as needed in order to keep these invasive species controlled.   
 

Wildlife Habitat.  The developed portion of Widefield Park provides minimal wildlife habitat in 
the form of open space and trees, however, the deciduous trees that exist in the Crews Gulch Channel 
and in undeveloped portions of the park provide habitat for species such as birds and squirrels.  The 
McCrae Reservoir portion provides highly valuable habitat for numerous resident and migrant bird 
species as well as turtles, snakes, frogs, small mammals, beaver, muskrats, raccoons, foxes, coyotes and 
deer.  Wetland habitat is utilized by many species for feeding, foraging and nesting.   Numerous 
waterfowl and shorebirds utilize McCrae Reservoir throughout the year.   Avian species observed on the 
property range from more common species such as Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias), Mallard (Anas 
platyrhynchos), Red-Tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), Killdeer (Charadrius vociferous), Northern Flicker 
(Colaptes auratus), American Robin (Turdus migratorius) and Red-Winged Blackbird (Agelaius 
phoeniceus) to less commonly observed species such as Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Prairie 
Falcon (Falco mexicanus), American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) and Wilson’s Phalarope 
(Phalaropus tricolor).  (Data: EPC Environmental Services) 
 
Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) Potential Conservation Areas (PCAs) 
A Survey of Critical Biological Resources in El Paso County was completed by the Colorado Natural 
Heritage Program (CNHP) in December 2001.  CNHP, a program based at Colorado State University in 
Fort Collins, Colorado, is a member of the international Natural Heritage Network and is focused on 
tracking and ranking Colorado's rare and imperiled species and habitats, preserving the natural diversity 
of life by contributing the essential scientific foundation that leads to lasting conservation of Colorado's 
biological wealth, and providing information and expertise on these topics to promote the conservation 
of valuable biological resources.  As a result of the survey, three Potential Conservation Areas (PCAs) 
were identified in the immediate vicinity of Widefield Community Park.  These PCA designations are 
reflected in the El Paso County Parks Master Plan as a candidate open space areas.  Descriptions of each 
PCA are as follows (Data: Colorado Natural Heritage Program): 
 

Fountain Creek PCA – The Fountain Creek PCA includes three areas that are known to be used 
by wintering Bald Eagles for roosting and feeding.  Riparian vegetation, including mature cottonwood 
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trees, grows along Fountain Creek and its tributaries. Bald Eagles use the cottonwood trees for roosting 
and for hunting perches from which they attack black-tailed prairie dogs and other prey.  Other birds 
that have been recorded from the PCA include Peregrine Falcon, Prairie Falcon, Mexican Spotted Owl, 
Burrowing Owl, Mountain Plover, Lewis's Woodpecker, and there is a historical record of the Ovenbird.  
The Triploid Colorado Checkered Whiptail, an imperiled reptile, is also recorded from the PCA as are the 
northern leopard frog and swift fox. 
 
There are occurrences of Mesic tallgrass prairie, Great Plains shortgrass prairie, and montane grassland 
inhabited by the rare butterflies the Dusted Skipper, Crossline Skipper, and Colorado Blue. Other rare 
plant community occurrences within the site include narrowleaf cottonwood and common chokecherry 
(Populus angustifolia / Prunus virginiana), montane riparian forest (Pseudotsuga menziesii / Betula 
occidentalis), lower montane forest (Corylus cornuta shrubland), and Mesic oak thickets (Quercus 
gambelii / Carex inops). Numerous rare plants occurrences have been recorded from the site. Some of 
the rarer and more recent records include the Pikes Peak spring parsley, James' telesonix, Rocky 
Mountain columbine, and golden columbine. 

 
Colorado Springs Airport PCA – Remnants of tallgrass prairie occur in Colorado as disjuncts from 

the historic tallgrass prairie that made up the eastern third of the Great Plains. This PCA is characterized 
by a mixture of open, flat areas and gently-rolling terrain, bounded to the west and south by residential 
development. Historically, tallgrass prairie occupied approximately 150 million acres, but today less than 
2% of that remains. Most tallgrass prairie has been converted to cropland or other uses. In Colorado, 
tallgrass prairie remnants are limited to the plains adjacent to the Front Range where the rainfall and 
soil is appropriate. Further east of the Front Range, the rainfall diminishes and shortgrass prairie 
dominates. Very few large patches of tallgrass prairie remain in Colorado. Tallgrass prairie is present in 
scattered patches in El Paso County both along the foothills and out into the plains in the northern 
portion of the county. 

 
The Colorado Springs Airport PCA, which includes McCrae Reservoir, encompasses the largest known 
occurrence of a big bluestem - prairie sandreed (Andropogon gerardii - Calamovilfa longifolia) tallgrass 
prairie in Colorado. The community is most extensive within about two square miles south of the airport 
between Drennan and Powers roads and occurs in small patches within surrounding areas. Other 
grasses occurring within the matrix of big bluestem and prairie sandreed are little bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium), needle-and-thread grass (Hesperostipa comata), blue grama (Bouteloua 
gracilis), and purple three-awn (Aristida purpurea). Associated with tallgrass prairie are at least five 
species of skippers (butterflies in the family Hesperiidae) known to rely on big bluestem as their primary 
host plant. These eastern Great Plains skippers occur, like tallgrass prairie, as disjunct populations along 
the Colorado Front Range.  
 

Widefield Fountain PCA – Located adjacent to Widefield Community Park, the Widefield 
Fountain PCA includes a relatively flat, low-lying strip of land along Fountain Creek that extends 
southward from Colorado Springs to Wigwam Road. The western portion of the Widefield Fountain PCA 
is located along Fountain Creek and consists mainly of the open, flat, floodplain along Fountain Creek 
and several of its tributaries.  This portion of the PCA is covered by a mosaic of soil types (see Soils 
section). The complex distribution of soil types, especially within the floodplain of Fountain Creek, 
precludes the identification of clearly discernible patterns of preferential use of soils by the prairie dogs.   
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Historically, much of the Widefield Fountain site was 
covered with floodplain, riparian, and native shortgrass 
prairie vegetation. Although patches of these 
vegetation types remain, large portions of the site, 
especially the flat, relatively rich-soiled floodplain along 
Fountain Creek, were converted to agricultural 
croplands during the past 100 years. The cultivation of 
many of these areas was subsequently abandoned, 
producing "old-field" (weedy, early-successional) 
habitats. Vegetative cover on these fields now varies 
greatly: some areas are characterized by high 
proportions of bare soil, whereas other areas support 
dense stands of invasive, early-successional perennial 
and annual species. Other agricultural fields within the 
PCA remain under cultivation. Horse pastures planted 
with mixed grasses are common near the towns of 
Widefield and Fountain. Grazing of domestic livestock 
occurred historically on much of the PCA, and today 
grazing continues on many areas, especially to the 
north of Kane Road. In some locations grazing has been very heavy and it apparently has substantially 
altered the vegetative composition. 
 
The Widefield Fountain site also provides essential wetland habitats and resources for many species of 
migratory birds. Although not identified in Crews Gulch, both Fountain Creek and Jimmy Camp Creek 
support the Arkansas Darter (Etheostoma cragini), a globally vulnerable and state imperiled species of 
fish that is classified as sensitive (Forest Service) and threatened (State of Colorado), and that is a 
candidate for listing as a federally threatened/endangered species. 
 
Scenic Resources 
Scenic resources, as defined by Scenic America, are “the visual attributes of landscape that include 
features having natural, cultural, social, historic, archaeological, and recreational significance; and views 
that are distinctly characteristic of a region” (Byers & Ponte 2005).  Internal Revenue Service Code 
§1.170A-14 expands the definition of “scenic” for conservation easement purposes, to include the 
preservation of open space for the scenic enjoyment of the general public.  The IRS Code suggests the 
factors to be considered when evaluating scenic and open-space qualities of a landscape include: the 
compatibility of the land use with other land in the vicinity, visual contrast, openness, relief from urban 
closeness, harmonious variety of shapes and textures, the degree to which the land use maintains the 
scale and character of the landscape (to preserve open space, visual enjoyment, and sunlight for the 
surrounding area) and consistency of the proposed scenic view with a state scenic identification 
program.  Various land management agencies and land trusts also have methodologies for assessing and 
protecting visual quality that echo the characteristics described above. 
 
Widefield Community Park is unique among the other, much larger regional parks in the El Paso County 
Parks system.  Nearly surrounded by an urban residential environment and situated within the Crews 
Gulch valley with its groves of mature deciduous trees, the park is not entirely visible from points 
outside the park. The main active use area is visible only from Fontaine Boulevard and the northern 
reaches of Drury Lane.  All other portions of the park are visible primarily from the backyards of 
privately-owned residential properties.  Due to the tall canopy of cottonwood and elm trees within and 

Figure 7 - McCrae Reservoir 
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surrounding the park, outward views from inside the park boundaries are limited, but near the open 
active use area and McCrae Reservoir, users can see views of Pikes Peak and other peaks along the 
mountain backdrop of the Southern Front Range.  Internally, parks users are greeting by views of the 
aforementioned cottonwood and elm trees, grassy expanses, McCrae Reservoir and its vast wetland 
area, as well as the twists and turns of Crews Gulch as it meanders through the park. 
 
Land Use and Park Service Areas 
Based on a park users presumed willingness to 
travel to a facility, the 2013 El Paso County Parks 
Master Plan established service areas for each 
type of park facility, including regional and 
neighborhood parks, in an effort to determine 
gaps in available park services for El Paso County 
residents.  Local access to parks was measured 
with a 5-mile radius for neighborhood parks, 
while regional access was measured with a 15-
mile radius for regional parks. 
 
While classified as a neighborhood park, 
Widefield Community Park fulfills the function of 
both a neighborhood park and a regional park, 
depending primarily on the facilities and 
activities sought by the park user.  Residents of 
nearby neighborhoods may utilize the park for 
exercise, playground, basketball, or dog walking, 
while outlying populations may travel greater 
distances for activities, such as disc golf, that 
may not be provided by their own neighborhood 
or regional park facilities. 
 
Using these 5- and 15-mile radii, Planning staff 
analyzed the demographics and land use of each 
service area, to provide better understanding of 
the population and area that the park serves.  
Utilizing a geographic information system (GIS) 
and parcel/land use data available from the El 
Paso County Assessor’s Office, a spatial analysis 
was performed to identify land uses within the 
regional and neighborhood park service areas, 
with an additional analysis performed for those 
properties within 1000 feet of the park’s 
boundaries as an effort to highlight the adjacent 
land use. 
 
The tables highlight the major land use categories located within the aforementioned 15- and 5-mile 
service areas and those land uses within 1000 feet of the park boundary.  The 15 mile radius reaches 
rural locations to the east of the park, thus increasing the acreage of agricultural grazing land and state 

Figure 8 - Land Use Table 
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lands.  Because the 15-mile radius also includes large portions of Colorado Springs, the residential land 
use acreage is also a prominent category. 
 
The 5-mile radius is very similar to the 15-mile, with only minor adjustments between the categories, 
but does show a reduction of federal, state, and county lands.  This is due, in part, to the mix of 
predominantly urban land uses around Widefield Community Park, rather than open prairie.  The 
communities of Widefield, Security, and Fountain all fall within this service area, as do the rural 
residential and agricultural grazing lands just beyond community. 
 
The 1000-foot radius focuses on the residential nature of the neighborhoods immediately surrounding 
Widefield Community Park.  While the residential neighborhoods of Widefield, Security, and Fountain 
continue to dominate the land use landscape, industrial and commercial are now almost nonexistent.  
Single and multi-family residential land use makes up approximately 72% of the acreage surrounding the 
park. 
 
Although not represented in the land use tables due to lack of parcel information, it is worth noting that 
the Fort Carson military installation is a dominant land use and major employer in the vicinity of 
Widefield Community Park. 
 
Demographics 
El Paso County has been one of the fastest growing counties in the Rocky Mountain Region and is now 
the second most populous County in Colorado, according to the United States Census Bureau. In 2005, 
the population was 546,250, and by 2010 the population was 622,263, an increase of approximately 
13% under less than robust economic conditions. Post-recession recovery and an increase in military 
training operations at Fort Carson helped to propel the countywide population to nearly 675,000 in 
2015.  Population is concentrated along the Interstate-25 corridor, with approximately 70 percent of all 
County residents living in the Colorado Springs Metropolitan area. Most of the county residents live in 
the western one-third of the county.  
  
While most of the population lives in cities or towns, a significant number of El Paso County residents 
live in unincorporated areas that are developed to urban densities, including military bases. These 
developments – such as those found in Security, Widefield, and surrounding the Fountain Valley – 
present demands on the County to provide public services, including parks and recreation facilities.  
 
Due to the large size and high level of 
diversity in El Paso County, the 2013 El Paso 
County Master Plan divided El Paso County 
into demographic subareas.  Widefield 
Community Park is located within the 
Southeast subarea, as are the communities of 
Security, Widefield, and Fountain.  
 
The population data used in this demographic 
profile of El Paso County was derived from 
ESRI Business information Solutions, with 
data based on the U.S. Census Bureau and 
American Community Survey, as well as GIS 
analysis performed in ESRI Community 

Figure 9 - El Paso County Master Plan (2013) 
 Demographic Subareas 
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Analyst.  Data outlined in this section will be compared to both that of El Paso County as a whole and, 
when available, of the El Paso County Parks Master Plan Southeast Subarea. 
 
As noted in the Land Use section, Widefield Community Park fulfills the function of both a neighborhood 
park and a regional park, depending primarily on the service being sought by the park user.  Population 
and demographics are further evaluated below based on these service areas. 
 
 Population.  In 2015, the population of El Paso County was 674,471, having seen a growth of 
8.4% since 2010, when the population was 622,263.  The 2013 Southeast Subarea showed a 2010 
population of 81,935 and a projected 2015 population of 88,215 for an increase of 7.6%.  During a 
similar time period (current population estimates include 2016), the 15-mile service area of Widefield 
Community Park, which encompasses the eastern, central, and southern sections of Colorado Springs, 
increased at a slightly lower rate of 7.3% from 428,027 to 529,227, with the slight decrease in growth 
due in part to greater residential development in the northern sections of Colorado Springs, outside of 
the 15-mile catchment.  The 5-mile service area increased at a greater growth rate of 11.1%, from 
100,576 in 2010 to 111,751 in 2015.  This larger population increase was bolstered by the expansion of 
new expansive housing developments in the Widefield, Security, and Fountain area.  As compared to the 
2013 Southeast Subarea values, the 5-mile service area also showed a larger growth rate, as rural 
southeastern El Paso County had very little growth over the same period. 
 
 Households and Housing Units.  In 2015, El Paso County had 245,287 households with an 
average household size of 2.60 persons.  The 15-mile service area had 206,405 households in 2016, with 
an average of 2.50 persons per household, while the 5-mile service area had 35,317 households 
averaging 2.95 persons per household.  The 5-mile service area has not only seen a larger increase in 
population over the last 5 years, but household size is significantly larger than that of El Paso County as a 
whole. 
 
In 2015, El Paso County had 268,981 housing units – an increase of 6.4% from 2010, which saw 252,852 
units.  During the 2010-2016 time period, the housing units in the 15-mile service area increased a 
similar 6.3% from 206,492 to 219,584.  In the 5-mile service area, housing units increased 10.7% from 
33,483 to 37,066.  The 5-mile service area housing unit figures are similar to the dramatic increases in 
population and households as noted previously.  
 
 Median Household Income.  In 2015, the median household income of El Paso County was 
$58,206, while the 2016 value for the 5-mile service area was slightly lower at $54,698.  The 2015 15-
mile service area median household income was also slightly lower at $54,251, due to the inclusion of 
low-income areas in southeastern Colorado Springs.  The annual rate of increase from 2016 to 2021 is 
projected to increase 1.38% for the 15-mile catchment area, while slightly lower at 1.26% for the 5-mile 
area.  
 
Man-Made Resources 
Widefield Community Park offers public recreational facilities in the form of picnic tables, a multi-use 
athletic field with baseball backstop, an 18-basket disc golf course, playground, 2 basketball courts, 
tennis court, the Flight 585 Memorial, and basic park amenities.  The park also provides nearly 2 miles of 
multi-use, non-motorized trails that wind throughout the park and along Crews Gulch, including a 1-mile 
section of the Crews Gulch Regional Trail, which continues to the southwest and provides a connection 
to the Fountain Creek Regional Trail – a major section of the Colorado Front Range Trail.  Approximately 
1.25 miles of Crews Gulch meanders through the center of the park, fed by McCrae Reservoir and Big 
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Johnson Reservoir, the latter of which 
is located outside of the park 
boundary.  Adjacent and nearby park 
lands, which are also managed by El 
Paso County, include Ceresa Park to 
the immediate southwest and 
Fountain Creek Regional Park to the 
south, located between Highway 85 
and Fountain Creek.  The City of 
Colorado Springs manages the 
Bluestem Prairie Open Space, located 
around Big Johnson Reservoir, 
approximately 1.5 miles to the 
northeast of the park.  
 

The northern and most 
developed section of Widefield 
Community Park, located along Fontaine Boulevard, includes many of the aforementioned recreational 
facilities and is served by 36-space paved parking lot with access off of Drury Lane.  Many other access 
points exist through the park, including trail access at Drury Land and De La Vista Street, at Quebec 
Street, and at the terminus of Widefield Boulevard at the south end of the park.  McCrae Reservoir is 
located just north of Fontaine Boulevard and is accessed by a trail and tunnel from the primary active 
use area. 
 
In summary, the following facilities exist at Widefield Community Park: 
 

• 6.5 acres of irrigated turf 
• 1 18-basket disc golf course 
• 1 multi-use athletic field with backstop 
• 1 playground 
• 2 basketball courts  
• 1 shelter pavilion 
• 1 restroom 
• 3 picnic tables 
• 9 trash can cribs, including 4 which are bear-proof 
• 3 BBQ grills 
• 1 bench 
• Approximately 2 miles of trails of varying widths 
• 1 paved parking area with paved access road from Drury Lane 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10 - Colorful Playground at Widefield Community Park 
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CHAPTER 3 – PUBLIC OUTREACH AND INPUT 
 
Introduction 
In developing the Widefield Community Park Master Plan, El Paso County Parks was committed to 
encouraging a broad spectrum of County stakeholders to participate in an open and transparent public 
involvement process. This process was designed to provide citizens and organizations information about 
the purpose of the Master Plan and the facilities and services provided by the County at Widefield 
Community Park, and to solicit ideas and priorities related to existing and future facilities, trails, and 
open space. 
 
Public Survey 
Beginning in September 2016, a community 
survey was created by the Master Plan Team, and 
posted on an internet website to collect input 
from citizens about Widefield Community Park.  
The El Paso County Public Information Office 
issued a press release to all local news agencies, 
and additional notices were placed on social 
media, including Facebook and Twitter. 
Furthermore, these social media postings were 
shared by other agencies and organizations on 
their own sites.   The online survey was active 
from mid-September until mid-October 2016.  
When concluded, nearly 200 survey responses were received.  Input from the surveys was used in 
conjunction with the comments from the public meetings, stakeholder interviews, and the Master Plan 
Team to establish an inventory of issues, needs, and opportunities at the park.  The complete survey 
results can be found in the Appendix.  
 
Demographics – The survey’s respondents were 
evenly distributed across age categories, with 
nearly 29% of respondents coming from the 35-
44 year old age group.  Most responding 
households were comprised of two individuals, 
although 76% of respondent household were 
comprised other either 2, 3, or 4 individuals.  
Household income brackets were spread evenly 
in households reporting more than $50,000 a 
year, with 68% of all responses reporting in the 
three highest income brackets.  The most 
surprising statistic, however, was the lack of 
military presence with survey respondents.  
Over 68% of respondents claimed no individual 
or household connection to the military – either 
active or retired.  This result contradicts the fact 
that Widefield Community Park is located in 
close proximity to both Fort Carson Army Base 
and Peterson Air Force Base, and perhaps can 

Figure 11 - Survey Results - Age Group 

Figure 12 - Survey Results - Current Park Usage 
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be explained by a lack of military personnel 
having knowledge of the survey. 
 
Current / Favorite Activities – The survey 
asked respondents to list all of the activities 
they participate in while at the park, and went 
on to ask which individual activity was their 
favorite.  The survey results demonstrated 
that the Widefield Disc Golf Course is its most 
popular feature, with over 63% of survey 
participants’ ranking the disc golf course as 
either the most common activity or individual 
favorite activity (53.2%).  Hiking/walking, 
along with dog walking and use of the Crews 
Gulch Regional Trail, combined for a total of 
84% of park usage, thus highlighting trail 
system that is heavily used for leisurely 
walking and exercise. 
 
Additional Activities or Programs – The 
survey asked respondents to choose five 
improvements or new facilities and activities 
they would like to see at Widefield 
Community Park.  An improved disc golf 
course proved to be the most popular 
response, followed closely by renovated 
restrooms.  Other new or improved facilities 
and activities were evenly distributed and 
included cultural events, and exercise course, 
additional picnic tables, and expanded parking 
lots.  Figure 14 shows the top eighteen 
improvements, with the relatively even 
gradient between each proposed 
improvement, activity, or program.  Some 
improvements, such as the installation of 
additional benches, trash cans, and lighting 
also garnered a lot of support in the open 
comments sections, demonstrating a need for 
small, but important improvements to further 
increase the overall quality of the park.  
Because these unlisted park amenities ranked 
high in the open comments section, they were 
included in the analysis and planning stages of 
the Master Plan process. 
 
Stakeholder Interviews 
A series of stakeholder interviews were designed to solicit information about Widefield Community Park 
from those somewhat familiar with it through administrative use, customer or member usage, or 

Figure 13 - Survey Results - Favorite Activity 

Figure 14 - Survey Results - Proposed Improvements 
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collaborative relationship with the County. Most stakeholders were fellow providers of recreation 
facilities and programs.  Stakeholders that participated in this means of input included a school district, 
adjacent local governments, metropolitan and water districts, and nongovernmental organizations.  A 
formal invitation, along with an interview outline, was emailed to prospective stakeholder organizations 
and included the following questions as a means to identify issues of interest and concern related to 
Widefield Community Park: 
 

• Please describe your organization, its primary purpose, and the general demographic of 
customers it serves. 

• How does your organization as a whole utilize Widefield Community Park, either recreationally 
or administratively? 

• What are Widefield Community Park’s best assets? 
• Of the existing programs and/or facilities, which would you like to see expanded or improved? 
• What new programs and/or facilities would you like to see at Widefield Community Park? 
• What should be the overall goal of the Widefield Community Park Master Plan? 
• Would your organization be able to support or assist in the ongoing maintenance and future 

development of Widefield Community Park? (e.g., in-kind services, grants, donations, programs, 
etc.) 

 
Stakeholder interviews were held over the course of a week in October 2016 via phone and email, 
reaching seven participants. As the interviews progressed, common themes, hopes, and concerns 
emerged. Input was received regarding a broad range of facilities, programs, and activities in Widefield 
Community Park, with encouragement for renovated basketball courts, new picnic and events pavilions, 
renovated restrooms, expanded parking areas, disc golf course improvements, improved access to 
McCrae Reservoir, and connectivity between Crews Gulch Regional Trail and future extensions of City of 
Colorado Springs trails northeast of the park.  The summary of input from the stakeholders is provided in 
the Appendix. 
 
Public Meetings 
El Paso County hosted two public meetings in October 2016 and February 2017 to provide information 
about the planning process and to collect public input on elements of the Master Plan. The October 
meeting was held at Talbot Elementary School, three blocks from Widefield Community Park. The 
second meeting was held at the Fountain Creek Nature Center. Each meeting included a staff 
presentation on the development and progression of the Master Plan, as well as open house sessions to 
allow individuals to view specific maps and project descriptions.  At the first meeting, public feedback 
was solicited through general discussion and voting on specific facility improvement priorities through 
an interactive “sticker” exercise, which allow participants to select those activities of which they most 
often participate, and those new facilities, programs, or improvements they wanted to see implemented 
in the park.  Top ranking new or improved facilities included an dog play area, improved disc golf course, 
renovated or additional playgrounds, renovated restrooms, picnic pavilions, cultural events, and 
pickleball courts. 
 
Meeting notes summarizing the comments provided at both the October and February public meetings 
are included as Appendices at the end of this Master Plan.  Public hearings were held before the Park 
Advisory Board for review and endorsement and Board of County Commissioners for adoption.   
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County Website and Email 
The County maintained a website 
dedicated to the Master Plan 
throughout the planning process. 
The website provided a summary of 
the Master Plan process, a link to the 
public survey, public survey results, 
the project timeline, public meeting 
presentations, and public meeting 
input summaries.  A list of citizens, 
including their email addresses, was 
generated based upon participants 
who signed up at public meetings as 
“Interested Parties” or contacted 
staff directly.  These people were 
contacted via email and encouraged 
to participate throughout the 
planning process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15 – Widefield Community Park Master Plan Website 
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CHAPTER 4 – MASTER PLAN GOALS 
 
Goals serve to establish the foundation of the Master Plan, as they guide decisions on future use of the 
property and provide direction and structure for the master planning process.  The goals and objectives 
created for this plan were derived from the El Paso County Parks Master Plan (2013), input from the 
Master Plan Team, and from citizens as part of public input opportunities.  The existing Parks mission 
and goals and specific goals for Widefield Community Park are as follows. 
 

El Paso County Parks Master Plan – The El Paso County Parks Master Plan (2013) includes the 
following Mission Statement: 
 

“The Mission of El Paso County Parks is to enhance quality of life in El Paso County by: 
 

• Acquiring, developing, maintaining, and preserving regional parks, trails, and open space. 
• Providing responsible resource management for open space lands characterized by unique 

natural environments. 
• Providing natural and cultural history interpretation, education, and information services. 
• Supporting major community events and festivals that celebrate our County’s heritage and 

culture.” 
• Providing and managing visitor destinations and experiences.” 

 
In concert with this Mission Statement, a number of goals and objectives were established in the Parks 
Master Plan for the County Parks organization as a whole.  Included among these goals are several 
statements related to community parks such as Widefield Community Park.  The following are examples 
of these goals:  
 

• “Balance passive/active use of county parks and open space and determine what is most 
appropriate for individual sites based on community need and master planning processes.” 

• “Provide high-quality and safe experiences for users of county park facilities and recreational 
areas.”  

• “Enhance communication and engagement with users to maximize satisfaction with the visitor 
experience.”  

• “Maintain a consistent and equitable level of services by filling gaps in existing service levels and 
providing new facilities and services to meet future population demand.” 

 
The goals and the overall mission statement listed above assist in providing a basis for the planning of 
Widefield Community Park and for the further development of site-specific goals and recommendations 
to be included in the plan. 
 

Widefield Community Park Master Plan Goals – The establishment of goals specific to the 
Widefield Community Park Master Plan was based upon not only system-wide goals and objectives, but 
also a thorough analysis and understanding of the community preferences demonstrated by the results 
of the public survey, stakeholder interviews, public meetings, and input from the Master Plan Team.  
The Team’s original “rough draft” goals were refined to better reflect the interconnected values of 
similar goals, then categorized into groups based upon their specific function within the overall plan.  As 
a result, the following goals have been established for this Master Plan: 
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• Overall Park and Recreation Area 
o Create a sustainable future for Widefield Community Park with respect for social, 

economic, and environmental values. 
o Continue and improve maintenance and enhancement of existing park facilities with a 

focus on user safety, ADA accessibility, and multi-generational use. 
o Identify and site future park amenities and facilities with continued respect for the 

natural environment and surrounding neighborhood. 
o Continue to meet the recreational and cultural needs of the citizens regardless of age or 

abilities. 
 

• Regional and Internal Park Trails 
o Work collaboratively with other agencies and organizations to promote connectivity 

between neighborhoods and destinations. 
o Identify trail connections that would provide citizens of all abilities a safe and efficient 

route to Widefield Community Park, following both ADA guidelines and NRPA 
recommendations for Safe Routes to Parks. 

o Plan, maintain, and build trails and trail facilities to a more sustainable standard using a 
hierarchy of multi-use trails and current best management practices.  

 
• McCrae Reservoir Open Space / Crews Gulch 

o Preserve existing open space for wildlife habitat and passive recreation. 
o Encourage and enhance user access to the McCrae Reservoir section of the park. 
o Avoid development within the floodplain to preserve watershed function and avoid 

unnecessary infrastructure repair costs. 
o Maintain and enhance the functionality of the wetland and riparian areas. 

 
• Recreation and Cultural Services Programs and Facilities 

o Provide a venue for sporting, cultural, and community events. 
 

• Management and Administration 
o Increase enforcement of park rules and regulations as a means to increase safety and 

reduce multi-use conflicts. 
o Consider strategic acquisitions adjacent to park land to allow for expansion and protect 

park values. 
o Assess maintenance standards and schedules in consideration of stakeholder comments 

and recommendations. 
o Evaluate current forest and turf management objectives in regards to tree and turf 

health, irrigation efficiency, control of invasive species, and fuels management. 
  

• Community Awareness 
o Promote environmental awareness through healthy, active, outdoor opportunities. 
o Promote neighborhood and regional connectivity between Widefield Community Park 

and surrounding recreational opportunities. 
o Provide information on park facilities, programs, and rules governing use. 
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• Implementation and Funding 
o Generate partnership opportunities for projects and programs. 
o Enhance Widefield Community Park’s facilities and programs through new and existing 

funding sources and partnerships. 
o In order to address stakeholder needs, identify and pursue all available funds for 

implementation of Phase I renovations and improvements to existing park facilities. 
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CHAPTER 5 – INPUT COMPILATION AND SITE ANALYSIS 
 
Input Compilation 
As noted in Chapter 3, El Paso County Parks sought to incorporate input from the public through an 
online survey, stakeholder interviews, and public meetings.  By soliciting comments, suggestions, and 
solutions to problems, County Staff was able to identify reoccurring themes, generate a large spectrum 
of goals and recommendations, and prioritize proposed improvements to existing and future park 
facilities.  Staff undertook a technical analysis of the physical attributes of the site so that new uses can 
be located in the most suitable areas.  The planning process provides a means of synthesizing technical, 
science-based information, and the needs and desires expressed by the public, in the form of a written 
and graphic master plan as illustrated in Figure 16. 
 

 
Figure 16 - The Master Plan Process 

 
Site Analysis 
Widefield Community Park is situated on relatively flat terrain, comprised of valley flats, near level 
terraces, and gently sloping hills along the banks of Crews Gulch.  The 50-acre park contains a mix of 
man-made grassy areas and active-use facilities surrounding clusters of mature elm and cottonwood 
trees near the Crews Gulch itself.  Elevation in the park decreases gradually from northeast to 
southwest, with a maximum elevation of 5,725 feet near McCrae Reservoir, to approximately 5,665 feet 
at the point where Crews Gulch exits the park at Highway 85. The park is located in the Big Johnson 
drainage basin, which is a sub-basin of the Fountain Creek Watershed, and almost all of the park’s 50 
acres are located within either a FEMA-designated floodplain or floodway, some of which are also 
classified as protected wetlands.  These wetlands provide several important functions including 
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floodwater storage and conveyance, groundwater 
recharge, bank stabilization, nutrient/contaminant 
removal, wildlife habitat, maintenance of 
biodiversity, and act as storm surge buffer. 
 
Given Widefield Community Park’s unique 
combination of natural resources, hydrologic 
features, and man-made infrastructure set into an 
urban environment, as outlined in Chapter 2, a site 
analysis was necessary to pinpoint those areas that 
are not conducive to development, and identify 
areas suitable for construction of new or improved 
facilities without disturbing critical wildlife habitat 
or environmentally-sensitive areas, such as 
wetlands, riparian areas, and floodways.   
 
The Site Analysis map displays man-made and 
natural landscape features that are critical when 
planning infrastructure:  McCrae Reservoir, Crews 
Gulch, floodplains and floodways, wetlands, steep 
banks, and both pedestrian and vehicular park 
entry points.  On-site visits were part of the analysis 
and provided firsthand knowledge of both natural 
and man-made characteristics, and pinpointing 
maintenance needs.  In preparation for the analysis, 
floodplain data was obtained from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National 
Flood Insurance Program, and the wetlands data was 
obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory (2014).  High resolution 
2014 El Paso County aerial photography was used to verify on-site information.  Also included in the 
analysis are 30% slopes, trees, and terrain hillshade, all generated from 2011 topographic elevation 
data, owned by the County. 
 
The geospatial data was introduced into a geographic information system (GIS), and layered with park 
boundaries, roads, and building footprints in an effort to delineate those areas where planned 
infrastructure development should be avoided or constructed in such a way as to have a negligible 
impact to the surrounding environment.  The site analysis led the Team to conclude that only low impact 
facilities and minimal investment infrastructure, such as trails, benches, disc golf fixtures, and trash 
receptacles, should occur within the floodway areas of Crews Gulch.  These facilities can withstand 
periodic flooding, resulting in little or no property damage.  High-investment structures, such as picnic 
and events pavilions, restrooms, and playgrounds will be located out of the floodway to minimize or 
prevent expensive structural losses and will conform to FEMA floodplain development requirements.  
Other proposed new facilities, such as the floating wildlife observation platform, will be sited to have 
minimal impact on McCrae Reservoir’s surrounding wetlands and riparian areas.  Where jurisdictional 
wetlands are affected, El Paso County Parks will work with the US Army Corps of Engineers to secure 
needed permitting and will implement best management practices. 
 
 

Figure 17 – Early Fall at McCrae Reservoir 
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The site analysis demonstrated how Widefield Community Park - centrally located to the communities of 
Security, Widefield, and Fountain – provides for pedestrian connectivity to neighboring schools, 
businesses, and other recreational opportunities.  The analysis showed 6 pedestrian entry points to the 
park at locations on Fontaine Boulevard, Drury Lane, Quebec Street, and Widefield Boulevard.  These 
entry points, including two associated with Crews Gulch Regional Trail, connect to sidewalk networks 
that allow for safe pedestrian travel to Watson Junior High School, Talbott Elementary School, Martin 
Luther King Jr Elementary School, and Webster Elementary School, which are all located less than 0.75 
miles from the park. 
 
The entry points also allow park users to access other recreational opportunities, with most locations 
accessible via Crews Gulch Regional Trail.  Located less than 0.75 miles to the southwest of Widefield 
Community Park, El Paso County’s Ceresa Park, Fountain Creek Regional Trail, and Fountain Creek 
Regional Park are all accessible via the Crews Gulch Regional Trail.  Talbott Park, owned by Widefield 
School District 3 Parks and Recreation, is located three blocks from the park, accessed from Quebec 
Street.  When proposed future trail connections are established, the City of Colorado Springs’ Bluestem 
Prairie Open Space will be accessible from Widefield Community Park via 1 mile of Crews Gulch Regional 
Trail. 
 
Vehicular park entry points, on the other hand, are limited to the main parking lot off Drury Lane.  The 
site analysis and assessment of park needs led Team members to conclude that additional vehicular 
parking would be necessary as proposed park improvements, such as picnic and events pavilions, are 
constructed in the future.  Possible vehicular access points were identified at Quebec Street and the 
terminus of Widefield Boulevard. 
 
The Site Analysis map is found on the page 30. 
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CHAPTER 6 – RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Introduction 
This Master Plan has been developed through 
site analysis and the input of the Master Plan 
Team, stakeholders, and the general public via 
outreach and communication process outlined 
in Chapter 3.  The Master Plan Team 
collaborated on a monthly basis to generate 
goals and objectives, analyze public survey 
comments, evaluate comments from the public 
meetings, and address priorities for master plan 
recommendations.  As members of the Master 
Plan Team, South District Park Operations staff 
were key contributors, bringing in-depth 
knowledge of Widefield Community Park as well 
as experience with current management and 
maintenance issues.  Combined, these valuable 
sources of input helped ensure that 
recommendations included in this chapter will 
make the best use of limited resources.  Given 
available resources, the Master Plan Team 
assumed that action items would be 
implemented according to a phased schedule.  
More information about implementation and 
phasing is included in Chapter 7. In accordance with many of the master plan goals, this plan was 
developed with sustainability and responsible resource management as key principles. 
 
The recommendations that follow are organized into categories that reflect the established master plan 
goals: 
 

• Overall Park and Recreation Areas   
• Regional and Internal Park Trails 
• McCrae Reservoir Open Space / Crews Gulch 
• Recreation and Cultural Services Programs and Facilities 
• Management and Administration 
• Community Awareness 
• Implementation and Funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 18 - Flight 585 Memorial Pavilion and Grove 
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Action Items 
Based upon the Master Plan Goals outlined in Chapter 4, the following improvements are 
recommended:  
 

Overall Park and Recreation Areas – Many of the recommendations brought forth in the public 
input process addressed issues and infrastructure improvements that impact Widefield Community Park 
as a whole.  These recommendations were also taken into consideration when planning the other more 
specific categories. 

 
1. Renovate the main restroom to 

include new roofing, plumbing, 
heating, lighting, door locks, and 
increased ADA compatibility.  To 
help reduce electric costs, 
explore alternative and natural 
lighting methods, such as the 
addition of glass block windows 
and skylights. 

2. Install additional benches and 
trash receptacles throughout the 
park, to include areas such as the 
playground, basketball court and 
proposed pickleball court, disc 
golf course, and along Crews 
Gulch Regional Trail. 

3. Resurface and stripe the main 
basketball court. 

4. Convert the existing tennis court into two pickleball courts through resurfacing, striping, and 
installation of pickleball facilities. 

5. Renovate and improve the existing disc golf course to include additional benches and trash 
receptacles, improved course signage, updated baskets and tee boxes where necessary, and 
realignment of tees and baskets where user conflicts have occurred.  Signage may include a 
kiosk at the first tee that features a course map and outlines course and general disc golf 
rules. 

6. Install additional lighting throughout the park and along Crews Gulch Trail, allowing for 4-
season park use and utilizing dark sky-compliant lighting systems that increase user safety 
and lessen the possibility of vandalism, while reducing light pollution to the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

7. Install a multi-station exercise course along Crews Gulch Trail and the concrete internal park 
sidewalks, to include weatherproof outdoor exercise equipment. 

8. Renovate and/or expand the existing playground to include new age-appropriate playsets, 
additional swings, improved play/impact surface, and climbing structures. 

9. Construct two picnic pavilions in the main active use area in order to provide citizens and 
organizations with reservable all-weather picnic space.  Varying in size, the pavilions will 
allow for smaller parties with seating for 10 or large parties with capacity for up to 50 
individuals. 

10. Install additional open-air picnic tables with BBQ grills throughout the park.  Consider ADA-
compliant tables with ease of accessibility from existing concrete paths. 

Figure 19 – Existing Restroom and Drinking Fountain 
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11. Consider the installation of a 
seasonal restroom in the southern 
section of the park, near Quebec 
Street, utilizing a structured 
enclosure for enhanced aesthetics 
and protection of the portable 
restroom unit, and serviced 
regularly by a contracted vendor.  

12. Promote the planting of mixed 
disease- and drought-resistant 
deciduous trees for increased 
shade, wind breaks, wildlife 
habitat, and visual enhancement of 
the surrounding park environment. 

13. Update all park signage to follow 
the current El Paso County Parks 
sign standards, including the main 
entrance signs and park rules and 
regulations signage. 

14. Expand the existing main parking area off of Drury Lane, and explore the addition of a new 
parking area at the southern end of the park at the terminus of Widefield Boulevard, as well 
as on or off-street parking near the Crews Gulch Regional Trail crossing at Quebec Street.  

 
Regional and Internal Park 

Trails – Crews Gulch Regional Trail, 
which runs southwest to northeast 
through Widefield Community Park, 
offers connections between the park’s 
surrounding neighborhoods and other 
recreation opportunities, such as 
Ceresa Park, Fountain Creek Regional 
Trail, and Fountain Creek Regional 
Park, all of which lie to the southwest.  
Although not connected currently, a 
fully completed Crews Gulch Regional 
Trail will allow park users to access the 
City of Colorado Springs’ Bluestem 
Prairie Open Space, located to the 
northeast.  At Widefield Community 
Park, the County currently provides 
and maintains approximately 1 mile of 
the Crews Gulch Regional Trail, existing as an eight-foot wide concrete or gravel surfaced trail that 
accommodate multiple uses.  Approximately 1 mile of informal social trails exist within the park, 
accessing primarily those areas west of Crews Gulch, providing access to the disc golf course and an 
alternative to the regional trail.  In addition to the trails, Widefield Community Park has approximately .5 
mile of concrete sidewalks that allow for smooth-surface pedestrian use and exercise opportunities. 
 

Figure 21 – Social Trail on West Side of Crews Gulch 

Figure 20 - Examples of Modern LED Dark Sky Pedestrian Lighting 
Fixtures 
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While no new trails are envisioned, this Master Plan proposes the conversion of nearly 1 mile of social 
trails to proper Tier III internal park gravel trails, utilizing existing paths or relocating those which are 
causing damage to the park’s infrastructure and ecosystem.  These proposed trail improvements include 
using sustainable trail design practices to minimize the cost of future maintenance and infrastructure 
costs. Some of these principles include the use of trail tread cross slopes to keep water in sheet flow, 
grade reversals to keep water from gaining momentum, and kinks to divert water off of the trail.  These 
are the trail action items: 
 

1. Collaborate with the City of Colorado Springs to establish a trail connection between Crews 
Gulch Regional Trail and the City’s Bluestem Prairie Open Space. 

2. Continue to pursue trail connections along Fontaine and Grinnell Boulevards to establish the 
Grinnell Boulevard Secondary Regional Trail connection from Widefield Community Park to 
existing Fountain Mutual Metropolitan District trails to the northwest. 

3. Pave Crews Gulch Regional Trail from Quebec Street to Widefield Boulevard, replacing the 
existing crushed limestone trail surface with concrete as a means to increase user 
accessibility and trail sustainability in the southern reaches of the park. 

4. Install additional benches and trash/recycling receptacles along Crews Gulch Regional Trail. 
5. Convert the existing disc golf course social trails to Tier III standards, allowing for greater 

accessibility for park users of all ages and abilities. 
 

McCrae Reservoir Open Space / 
Crews Gulch – Of Widefield Community 
Park’s 50 acres, approximately 15 acres is 
comprised of the practically untouched 
wetland and riparian area surrounding 
McCrae Reservoir.  Accessed via a 
pedestrian tunnel under Fontaine 
Boulevard, park users have limited 
recreational opportunities at McCrae 
Reservoir, due in part to healthy 
wetlands that at times hide the reservoir 
from view, except from one small 
viewpoint on the southwestern 
shoreline.  Results from both the public 
survey and stakeholder interviews 
revealed that park users not only prize 
this open space area, and want to keep it 
natural and maintained, but with 
improved accessibility for the purpose of 
wildlife viewing and bird watching.  
Master plan goals, as stated previously, 
call for preservation of open space for 
wildlife habitat and passive recreation, 
increase reservoir accessibility, and to 
maintain and enhance wetland and 
riparian areas. 
 

Figure 22 – McCrae Reservoir and Wetlands Area 

74



35 

Draining from McCrae Reservoir, Crews Gulch flows through the entire length of Widefield Community 
Park, providing for a unique natural and scenic resource.  Surrounded by towering elm and cottonwood 
trees, Crews Gulch also creates an interesting obstacle for those playing disc golf, as baskets and tee 
boxes dot both sides of the waterway, with interconnecting social trails crossing over Crews Gulch via 
aging and sometimes restrictive culverts.  Occasional flooding has inflicted damage to the creek channel, 
with creek bank erosion and the toppling of trees.  Care has been taken to repair these areas as a means 
to mitigate further damage.  The following are action items for McCrae Reservoir and Crews Gulch:   
 

1. Replace aging and constrictive metal culverts with bridges or larger concrete box culverts, or 
consider installing reinforcements around existing culvert openings to prevent scour and 
washout, at those locations where internal park trails and sidewalks cross Crews Gulch. 

2. Collaborate with El Paso County Department of Public Works to improve user access to 
McCrae Reservoir through the redesign and renovation of the Crews Gulch access/drainage 
tunnel under Fontaine Boulevard. 

3. Install a seasonal floating wildlife observation platform on McCrae Reservoir to allow for 
enhanced wildlife viewing. 

 
 

Recreation and Cultural Services 
Programs and Facilities – As a neighborhood 
park, Widefield Community Park is unique when 
compared to other El Paso County Parks, due to 
its urban environment and close proximity to 
neighboring residents.  Therefore, recreational 
opportunities are limited primarily to those 
activities found in other urban parks, focusing 
on physical recreation and exercise, group 
activities, and even sporting events. As the park 
evolves, however, care must be taken to 
balance recreational use of the park, as a venue 
for sporting, cultural, and community events, 
with preservation of its limited natural 
resources as potential educational and 
interpretive opportunities.  The following are 
action items for Recreation and Cultural Services: 
 

1. Explore the possibility of promoting large community events, such as neighborhood yard 
sales and small festivals, utilizing the existing multi-use field and other facilities. 

2. Consider replacing the existing baseball backstop with an events/picnic pavilion for the 
purpose of outdoor concerts and other cultural events, utilizing the existing multi-use turf 
field for concert-goer seating. 

3. Continue support of disc golf events and regional tournaments. 
 

 
Management and Administration – Responsible management and administration of Widefield 

Community Park will ensure that the park remains financially and environmentally sustainable for years 
to come while meeting resident and visitor needs.  Master Plan goals call for enforcement of park rules 

Figure 23 – A Citizen Enjoying the Widefield Community Park 
Disc Golf Course 
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and regulations, increased safety, and improved maintenance standards and practices.  The following 
are action items for park management and administration: 
 

1. Install disc golf signage throughout the park to reduce user conflicts. 
2. Design and install disc golf course kiosk at the first tee that features a course map and 

outlines course and general disc golf rules. 
3. Collaborate with the El Paso County Public Works Department to stripe crosswalks for the 

two Crews Gulch Regional Trail crossings, and install proper pedestrian crossing signage. 
4. Consider the installation of boulders, bollards, landscaping, and/or fencing at trail entrances 

and along open park boundaries to restrict unauthorized vehicular park access. 
5. Actively pursue forest management, noxious weed mitigation, and turf enhancement 

programs as a means to maximize the park’s ecological health and internal scenic resources. 
6. Improve landscaping and planter beds near the main parking area and Flight 585 Memorial 

Pavilion to further increase the park’s aesthetic values. 
7. Consider strategic land acquisitions to expand parking and recreational opportunities when 

opportunities arise. 
 

Community Awareness – Outreach programs provide awareness, sponsorship, fundraising, and 
volunteer opportunities to support programs and facility development of El Paso County parks, trails, 
open spaces, Nature Centers and other facilities.  Outreach services provides opportunities to benefit 
the community and improve the quality of life for County residents with volunteer opportunities such as 
Adopt-A-Park/Adopt-A-Trail, friends groups and park volunteers, as well as donation opportunities 
through such programs as Partners in the Park and the Trust for Community Parks.   The following are 
action items for Community Awareness: 
 

1. Through the use of brochures, signage, email, and social media, provide the community with 
updated park information including new or updated facilities, park rules and regulations, 
and recreational opportunities. 

2. Generate positive interaction with the citizens of Widefield Community Park’s surrounding 
neighborhood, encouraging park use and public input and awareness. 

3. Promote neighborhood and regional connectivity between Widefield Community Park and 
surrounding recreational opportunities, including but not limited to such park and trail 
facilities as Fountain Creek Regional Park, Ceresa Park, Fountain Creek Regional Trail, and 
the City of Colorado Springs’ Bluestem Prairie Open Space. 

 
  Implementation and Funding – The prioritization and phasing of capital improvements for 
Widefield Community Park as expressed in the Implementation Plan in Chapter 7 was derived from input 
by the public, stakeholders, and Master Plan Team members, with endorsement by the Park Advisory 
Board and approval by the Board of County Commissioners.  This initial capital improvement budget 
gives consideration new and improved facility and critical maintenance needs, while taking into account 
available funding, benefit for cost, project complexity, and improvement urgency. In a continuing effort 
to enhance the Park’s facilities and programs, Master Plan goals recommend generating and researching 
new partnership opportunities and funding sources to assist with the planning, development, and 
implementation of new projects and programs.  Chapter 7 provides a detailed explanation of existing 
and possible funding sources, and a structured view of the proposed phased improvements, to be 
completed within the next ten years.  The following action items are recommended for Implementation 
and Funding: 
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1. Establish partnerships with local organizations and agencies, such as the Pikes Peak Flying 
Disc Club, Aiken Audubon Society, the City of Fountain, and Widefield School District 3 to 
assist with the development, administration, maintenance, and/or promotion of current and 
future park facilities and recreational opportunities. 

2. Research and pursue financial grants, such as those from Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 
and Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), to allow for enhanced funding of future 
park improvements. 

 
Design Guidelines 
Design Guidelines are intended to 
aid in the design and 
implementation of the proposed 
site improvements and amenities 
with a cohesive and visually-
appealing pallet of materials that 
can be implemented throughout 
Widefield Community Park. Given 
the age of the park and its well-
established and publically-
recognized existing furnishings and 
structure architecture, new site 
improvements such as playgrounds, 
furnishings, fencing, structures, and 
general thematic elements should 
blend with the current theme. At 
the same time, facilities should 
embody current trends in park 
improvements. El Paso County 
Parks also strives to use best 
management practices in the design 
and construction of park 
improvements.  
  
As noted throughout this Master Plan, Widefield Community Park provides for a mix of active and 
passive activities. All projects that implement this Master Plan should include detailed planning of the 
site, grading, drainage, parking areas, fencing, lighting, access to trails, signage, and site furnishings.  All 
projects must be performed in accordance with all applicable local, state, and federal rules, regulations, 
and standards. 
 

Drainage and Grading – Although the park has relatively flat topography, Crews Gulch runs 
through the entire length of Widefield Community Park, and allows for drainage from the adjacent 
terrain.  Where small drainages exist, drainage improvements, such as culverts, bridges, and berms may 
be necessary when enhancing the current trail system or planning such improvements as playgrounds, 
picnic pavilions, or expanded parking areas.  Improvements should not increase runoff from what 
historically exists.  Disturbance of more than an acre triggers El Paso County and State erosion control 
and air quality permitting. 

 

Figure 24 - Typical Existing Widefield Community Park Amenities - Picnic 
Table, BBQ Grill, and Trash Can (With Basketball Court in Background) 
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Playgrounds.  Presently, 
Widefield Community Park has one 
small playground, located in the 
central active use area.  This 
playground is more traditional, 
featuring such amenities as swings, 
slides, climbing bars, and bridges.  The 
playground is served by two picnic 
tables and a restroom, and is also 
adjacent to a small basketball court. 

  
As recommended earlier in this 
chapter, the current playground can be 
expanded to include an area previously 
shown in the 1973 Master Plan, which 
would effectively double the size of the 
existing playground.  The expansion will allow for the installation of new playsets, more swings, and 
climbing structures.  These new playground structures should follow the current trends and modern 
approaches to traditional playgrounds, with advances in playground design, construction, and 
accessibility, which allow for a more creative and free-flowing play experience.  One example is a 
playground designed for toddlers and small children (see Figure 25), featuring slides, steps, and other 
activities that promote physical development, without the intimidation of a larger playground. 
 
Another modern approach offering 
a more advanced play opportunity 
to the traditional playground is 
shown at right in Figure 26, and 
consists of climbing rocks, bridges, 
stepping stumps, swings, and 
slides.  This playground should 
feature sustainable materials that 
mimic naturally occurring 
materials, so as to allow for greater 
sustainability and ease of 
maintenance.  This modern 
playground would allow children a 
higher level of free play, combined 
with activities that promote physical 
strengthening, balance, and education, the latter of which would be achieved through choice of play 
equipment and through environmentally-based interpretive activities. 
 

Trail Standards – All trails in Widefield Community Park will conform to El Paso County’s trail 
classifications and standards, and will be constructed for sustainability. Currently four trail standards 
exist: Tier I, which is the primary standard for Primary Regional Trails; Tier II, which may be used for 
Primary and Secondary Regional Trails, depending on location; Tier III, which is primarily used for well-
traveled internal park trails; and Tier IV, which is a singletrack trail. One type of trail – Tier I Regional 
Trail – exists currently in the park, along with sidewalks and the aforementioned social trails.  This 

Figure 25 – Example of a Toddler Playground - Note Adult for Scale 

Figure 26 - Example of a Modern Playground with Multiple Play Options 
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Master Plan recommends the conversion of 
the social trails to Tier III standard where 
necessary, such as west of Crews Gulch and 
adjacent to the disc golf course. 
 

 Parking Lots – The primary parking 
lot at Widefield Community Park is surfaced 
with asphalt with concrete curbs, gutters, 
and adjacent sidewalks.  Recommendations 
outlined in the master plan include the 
expansion of the main parking lot off Drury 
Lane, as well as exploring the possibility of 
creating a new, gravel-surfaced parking area 
at the southern end of the park near 
Widefield Boulevard.  Due to area 
constraints, parking lots are designed 
primarily for standard passenger cars. 
 

Signage – A successful signage program provides regulatory, interpretive (educational) and 
directional or wayfinding information. All County signs should be designed in accordance with El Paso 
County Parks standards. Signs should be compatible and consistent with accurate trail identification and 
wayfinding. 

 
1. Regulatory – Regulatory signage is used to 

identify the rules and regulations. It 
should be placed in strategic access points 
such as staging areas and trailheads and 
may include: hours of operation, 
appropriate use and activity information, 
park rules and regulations, and public 
notices and general information.  

2. Interpretive – Interpretive signage is used 
to identify and educate about topics such 
as natural and cultural resources. It should 
be placed in strategic areas such as 
staging areas, viewpoints and other 
features of interest. Interpretative signage 
can include: trail etiquette, identification 
and description of key plant and tree 
species, wildlife habitat and education 
about land stewardship and resource 
degradation (public misuse, urban runoff, 
noxious plants invasion, overuse, trash, 
feral animals, etc.). 

3. Directional – Directional signage is used 
to identify location, direction, distance and 
places of interest for trails users. Markers 
should be place at strategic intervals or at 

Figure 27 – Existing Paved Parking Area off Drury Lane 

Figure 28 – Example of Standard El Paso County Park 
Entrance Sign 
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strategic areas such as viewpoints or intersections. Directional signage should include 
designation and length and provide trail user location. 

4. Wayfinding – This sign type includes park entry signs, general park boundary markers, trail 
maps, and wayfinding signage specific to Park facilities. 

5. Road – Road signs inform motorists of trail system access points and provide warning at trail 
crossings. 

 
Fencing – Two types of fencing are either utilized currently or proposed for future use within 

Widefield Community Park, each for a different purpose. These fence types include: 
 
1. Wire Fence – Three-strand 

smooth wire fencing, which 
allows for safe passage of 
wildlife, is used to outline the 
boundary of the park, 
especially in areas that border 
private property that houses 
livestock.  This type of fence is 
found around the McCrae 
Reservoir area of the park, as 
all other areas are bounded by 
private residential fencing, 
consisting of chain link and a 
variety of wooden fencing. 

2. Two-Rail or Three-Rail Post 
and Dowel Fence – Post and 
dowel fencing would be used primarily to delineate spaces and provide barriers in 
appropriate areas, such as areas adjacent to roadways and around parking lots.  This type of 
fence promotes proper trail use and reduces overland foot traffic in high-use areas.  This is 
the preferred alternative to split-rail fencing, which is not as durable.  This type of fence, 
when used in conjunction with square-block wire fencing, could be utilized in areas where 
vehicular access restriction is necessary. 
 

Structures – Structures should 
be designed to mimic or blend with 
existing architecture (e.g., restrooms, 
pavilions) in order to maintain the 
existing visual character and create an 
identifiable look and feel for the 
overall park.  A park user who may 
recognize the yellow restroom at the 
primary active use area, will expect 
that other restrooms, or structures 
such as picnic and event pavilions, to 
look generally the same in other 
locations in the park, especially when 
the structures are located close to 
each other. Figure 30 – Example of a Typical Picnic Pavilion 

Figure 29 - Example of Post and Dowel Fencing 
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Site Furnishings – Site 

furnishings within the park should 
provide benches, bicycle racks, 
trash receptacles, picnic tables and 
other site furnishings as necessary. 
Furnishings should be reasonably 
consistent and compatible in style 
through the park and forms that 
blend with the landscape. Earth 
tone colors of dark greens should 
be used that matches and/or 
complements the existing and new 
structures. Types of site furniture 
selected should be durable, vandal 
resistant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 31 - Examples of Site Furnishings 
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 CHAPTER 7 – PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
 
Existing Revenue Sources 
El Paso County Parks is comprised of three major divisions – Park Operations, Planning, and Recreation 
and Cultural Services.  Community Outreach staff provides support for Parks and other County 
programs, as needed.  El Paso County Parks is operated on a predetermined yearly budget through a 
variety of funding sources.  In addition, capital improvement and maintenance projects, such as those 
proposed in this master plan, are funded through the following sources: 
 

General Fund Tax Support – El Paso County Parks are funded in part by approximately $1.4 
million each year from the County General Fund.  These funds are supported from a combination of 
property tax and sales tax, as well as various fees and charges.  These funds are used for administrative 
and supervisory salaries, materials and supplies, and other general operation expenses.   
 

Conservation Trust Funds – El Paso County Parks currently receives approximately $1.3 million 
annually from the State of Colorado’s Conservation Trust Fund (CTF).  El Paso County utilizes a majority 
of the annual allotment for ongoing maintenance.   
 

Development Fees and Land Dedication – Development fees are one-time charges imposed on 
residential subdivision development projects at the time of final platting to recover capital costs for 
public parks facilities needed to serve new developments and the additional residents, employees, and 
visitors they bring to the community.  State laws and local regulations, with a few minor exceptions, 
prohibit the use of development fees for ongoing maintenance or operations costs. 
 
El Paso County Parks receives regional and urban park fees from new housing development in the 
County.  The regional park fees can be used for development of park facilities or the purchase of park 
property or open space.  The regional fees must be used in designated areas where the fees were 
collected.  Urban park fees can be used for the development of neighborhood or pocket parks and 
recreation facilities by the County or by another governmental or quasi‐governmental entity, such as a 
metropolitan district, through the County’s Urban Park Grant Program.  
 

User Fees – User fees are charged for a variety of individual or group uses currently generating 
approximately $500,000 per year for the park system overall.  Examples of user fees employed by El 
Paso County include park and recreation facility rentals, recreational program fees, booth leases (for 
vendors in parks, special events, and tournaments), special use permits, admissions/ticket sales, and 
County Fair fees. 

 
Grants – Grants often supplement or match funds that have already been received. For 

example, grants can be used for programs, planning, design, seed money, and construction. Due to their 
generally unpredictable nature, grants are often used to fund a specific venture and should not be 
viewed as a continuous source of funding.  El Paso County Parks aggressively pursues grants for 
individual park and trail projects from Great Outdoor Colorado (GOCO), Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG), State Trails grants, federal enhancement funds, and state and local private foundations.   
 

Volunteer Programs – Programs such as adopt-a-park and friends of the park may be created 
with and supported by the residents, businesses, and/or organizations located in the park’s vicinity.  
These programs allow volunteers to actively assist in improving and maintaining parks, related facilities, 
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and the community in which they live.  In addition, volunteers help to reduce the burden of hiring staff 
for certain activities, and aid in engaging the community in the operation of their park.  In the case of 
Widefield Community Park, volunteer and friends groups could be established to assist in the ongoing 
improvement and maintenance of such facilities as the disc golf course or McCrae Reservoir.  These 
examples illustrate the creative efforts that have been undertaken to continue to provide park and 
recreation services while enduring the reduced funding available to maintain service levels. 
 
Additional Funding Opportunities 
In addition to the current and more recognizable funding sources listed above, additional funding 
opportunities may be available to supplement existing funds.  Examples of these are recreation service 
fees, payments for utility and telecommunication infrastructure on park property, merchandising, 
naming rights, gifts in perpetuity, bonds, real estate and assessment fees, leases and easements, 
permits and licensing rights, and various federal park and open space funds.  These additional funding 
opportunities are explained in detail in Chapter 9 of the El Paso County Parks Master Plan (2013). 
 
Capital Improvement Costs and Phasing 
The phasing, or prioritization, of capital improvement projects for Widefield Community Park was 
derived from working with citizens and organizations through the public input process, which included a 
public survey, interviews, meetings, and continuing collaboration with Master Plan Team members.  An 
initial capital improvement budget for new and improved facilities and critical maintenance needs was 
developed.  Benefit for cost, project complexity, and improvement urgency were considered in project 
prioritization. 
 
The following table, Table 1, provides proposed Phase I improvements, including a general improvement 
name, a description of proposed action items, and estimated capital improvement costs, the latter of 
which is based upon previous projects of a similar nature.  The Phase I improvements are tied to an 
initial budget of $100,000 in regional park fees, in addition to $150,000 of possible grant funding.  These 
primary improvements are scheduled to be completed within one to two years, dependent on available 
staffing and planned in accordance with the El Paso County Parks Capital Improvement Program. 
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Table 1 - Proposed Phase I Improvements and Estimated Costs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following table – Table 2 – provides future phase improvements, to be completed over the next five 
to ten years.  These projects are dependent on available funding and planned in accordance with the El 
Paso County Parks Capital Improvement Program.  These projects may be further broken down into 
individual phases as funding becomes available. 

Phase One Action Items Estimated Costs

Main Restroom Renovation Solicit bids, prepare design plans, complete work $75,000

Installation of Park Benches In-house, purchase and install 9 standard park benches. $15,000

Installation of Trash Receptacles In-house, purchase and install 6 standard trash receptacles. $7,000

Installation of Pedestrian Lighting
Solicit bids for the purchase and installation of 17 dark-sky pedestrian light 
fixtures, complete work.

$26,500

Disc Golf Course Improvements
Prioritize and plan updates with local disc golf group; bid materials, 
construct necessary features, install amenities (course markers, course 
map, informational kiosk)

$5,000

Playground Expansion and Renovation Solicit bids for the purchase and installation of playground equipment. $60,000

Resurface and Restripe Basketball Court Solicit bids, complete work $12,000

Convert Tennis Court to Two Pickleball Courts Solicit bids, complete work $13,000

Social Trail Conversion to Tier III Standard Solicit bids, finalize trail layouts, construct ~2,000' of Tier III trails $20,000

Landscape Bed Enhancements Prepare basic design, purchase materials, complete work $1,000

Installation of Crossing Signs and Pedestrian 
Crossing Striping

Collaborate with EPC Public Works, complete work $7,500

Park Main Entrance Signs Order standarized signs from regular vendor, in-house installation $8,000

$250,000

Widefield Community Park Master Plan Capital Improvement Costs - Phase I

                                                                                                          Total Phase One Costs:
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Table 2 - Proposed Future Phases Improvements and Estimated Costs 

 
 
Maintenance Costs 
Many of the recommended Widefield Community Park Master Plan improvements are intended to 
reduce future maintenance costs.  The utilization of sustainable infrastructure design principles, and use 
of high-quality, sustainable materials with strength to withstand heavy usage, will lead to more cost-
effective operations, better utilization of El Paso County staff time, and reduced planning and 
maintenance costs over time. 
 
General maintenance costs can be categorized as routine and periodic.  Routine maintenance costs are 
less intensive and are done on a consistent schedule.  Periodic maintenance requires significant staff 
time but is done less frequently.  The proposed Phase I and Build-Out capital improvements outlined in 
the plan will require both routine and periodic maintenance.  Park Operations staff has provided cost 
estimates in the following two tables. 

Future Phases Action Items Estimated Costs

Installation of Exercise Course Solicit bids, complete work $30,000

Construct Small Picnic Pavilion Solicit bids, complete work $40,000

Construct Large Picnic / Events Pavilion Solicit bids, complete work $65,000

Installation of Tables / BBQ Grills
Solicit bids for the purchase and installation of 2 standard picnic tables 
with accompanying BBQ grills on concrete pads

$13,000

Social Trail Conversion to Tier III Standard       
(Phase II)

Solicit bids, finalize trail layouts, construct ~2,500' of Tier III trails $25,000

Installation of Port-o-let and Structured Enclosure Solicit bids, construct enclosure for port-o-let $7,000

Planting of Deciduous Shade Trees In-house, purchase materials, complete work $5,000

Expansion of Drury Lane Parking Area Solicit bids, prepare design plans, complete work $100,000

Construction of Widefield Boulevard Parking Area Solicit bids, prepare design plans, complete work $40,000

Concrete Paving of Crews Gulch Regional Trail Solicit bids, complete work $65,000

Replacement of Crews Gulch Culverts / Bridges
Solicit bids, prepare design plans, reduce/stop creek flow, complete work, 
resume creek flow

$60,000

Renovation of Crews Gulch/Fontaine Boulevard 
Access and Drainage Tunnel

Solicit bids, prepare design plans, close tunnel, complete work, reopen 
tunnel

$35,000

Installation of Floating Observation Platform on 
McCrae Reservoir

Prepare design plans, solicit bids, complete work $25,000

Installation of Access Reduction Measures In-house, purchase materials, complete work $5,000

$515,000

$765,000

                                                                                                         Total Future Phases Costs:

                                                                                                         TOTAL COSTS ALL PHASES:

Widefield Community Park Master Plan Capital Improvement Costs - Future Phases
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Table 3 – Current and Estimated Phase I Maintenance Costs 

Routine Maintenance Action Items
Current Annual 

Work Hours 
($17.5/hr)

Phase I Annual 
Work Hours 
($17.5/hr)

Change 
Annual       

Work Hours

Current 
Annual        
Costs

Phase I 
Annual           
Costs

General Maintenance - 
Summer

Trash removal, public water testing, 
playgrounds, and other routine grounds 
repair and maintenance (28 weeks)

280 310 30 $4,900 $5,425

General Maintenance - Winter
Trash removal, sign and fence 
maintenance (24 weeks)

90 90 0 $1,575 $1,575

General Repair and 
Maintenance Supplies

Herbicides, trash bags, cleaning and 
equipment maintenance

* * * $655 $800

Vandalism Repair and 
Replacement

Vandalism repair and replacement 
materials and supplies

35 25 10 $613 $438

Electrical Costs Electrical costs (2016 service level) * * * $1,200 $1,800

Restroom and Pavilion 
Cleaning - Summer

Sweeping, trash removal, dusting, 
mopping (28 weeks)

210 210 0 $3,675 $3,675

Turf Maintenance Mowing (average 26 weeks) 224 224 0 $3,920 $3,920

Periodic Maintenance Action Items

Turf Maintenance Fertilization, aeration, weed control 32 47 15 $560 $822

Turf & Planter Bed 
Maintenance Supplies

Fertilizer cost (2017) - Three applications 
per year &  2 cubic yards mulch and 
flowers

* * * $810 $1,055

Irrigation Maintenance Labor
Visual inspection of heads, water 
adjustments, pump inspection, 
scheduling, repair and maintenance

112 112 0 $1,960 $1,960

Irrigation Repair and 
Maintenance Supplies

Head, lines, pump, controls, electrical * * * $400 $400

Natural Grass Area 
Maintenance

Mowing Native Areas 200 200 0 $3,500 $3,500

Painting Maintenance Paint supplies, pavilions, signs 18 14 4 $315 $245

Snow Removal - Winter
Clearing sidewalks, asphalt parking lots 
(average 10 events)

40 40 0 $700 $700

Other Maintenance Action Items

Asphalt Parking Lot 
Maintenance

Asphalt repair, sealing, sweeping, 
striping, crack filing as needed

40 40 $700 $700

Forest Management
Tree pruning, thinning, removal, and fire 
mitigation

312 312 0 $5,460 $5,460

Sidewalk Maintenance
Crack repair, tripping hazard mitigation, 
section replacement

26 26 0 $455 $455

Regional Trail Maintenance 
(Gravel Section)

Tier I - $1,000 per linear mile per year: 
box blading, surface repair & adding trail 
material

0.45 Miles 0.45 Miles No Change $450 $2,500

Regional Trail Maintenance 
(Concrete Section)

Tier I - concrete surface repair 0.40 Miles 0.40 Miles No Change $800 $800

Internal Concrete Sidewalk 
Maintenance

Tier III - concrete surface repair 0.50 Miles 0.50 Miles No Change $1,500 $1,500

Secondary Trail Maintenance
Tier III - $800 per linear mile per year: 
box blading and surface repair plus trail 
material

0.10 Miles 0.85 Miles 75% $80 $1,480

$34,228 $39,210

WCP Master Plan Current and Estimated Phase I Maintenance Costs

                                                                                                                                                               Total Estimated Maintenance Costs:   
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Table 4 – Post-Phase I and Estimated Build-Out Maintenance Costs 

Routine Maintenance Action Items

Post-Phase I 
Annual Work 

Hours 
($17.5/hr)

Build-Out 
Annual Work 

Hours 
($17.5/hr)

Change 
Annual       

Work Hours

Post-Phase I 
Annual           
Costs

Build-Out 
Annual              
Costs

General Maintenance - 
Summer

Trash removal, playgrounds, and other 
routine grounds repair and maintenance 
(28 weeks)

310 366 56 $5,425 $6,405

General Maintenance - Winter
Trash removal, sign and fence 
maintenance (24 weeks)

90 138 48 $1,575 $2,415

General Repair and 
Maintenance Supplies

Herbicides, trash bags, cleaning and 
equipment maintenance

* * * $800 $1,200

Vandalism Repair and 
Replacement

Vandalism repair and replacement 
materials and supplies

25 25 $438 $438

Electrical Costs Electrical costs (2016 service level) * * * $1,800 $3,800

Restroom and Pavilion 
Cleaning - Summer

Sweeping, trash removal, dusting, 
mopping (28 weeks)

210 250 40 $3,675 $4,375

Turf Maintenance Mowing (average 26 weeks) 224 224 0 $3,920 $3,920

Periodic Maintenance Action Items

Turf Maintenance Fertilization, aeration, weed control 47 47 0 $822 $822

Turf Maintenance Supplies
Fertilizer cost (2016) - Three applications 
per year & 2 cubic yards mulch and 
flowers

* * * $1,055 $1,255

Irrigation Maintenance Labor
Visual inspection of heads, water 
adjustments, pump inspection, 
scheduling, repair and maintenance

112 112 0 $1,960 $1,960

Irrigation Repair and 
Maintenance Supplies

Head, lines, pump, controls, electrical * * * $400 $600

Natural Grass Area 
Maintenance

Mowing (average 3-4) times per year 200 250 50 $3,500 $4,375

Painting Maintenance Paint supplies, pavilions, signs 14 14 0 $245 $245

Snow Removal - Winter
Clearing sidewalks, asphalt parking lots 
(average 10 events)

40 60 20 $700 $1,050

Other Maintenance Action Items

Asphalt Parking Lot 
Maintenance

Asphalt repair, sealing, sweeping, 
striping, crack filing as needed

40 60 20 $700 $1,050

Forest Management
Tree pruning, thinning, removal, and fire 
mitigation

312 312 0 $5,460 $5,460

Sidewalk Maintenance
Crack repair, tripping hazard mitigation, 
section replacement

26 32 6 $455 $560

Regional Trail Maintenance 
(Gravel Section)

Tier I - $1,000 per linear mile per year: 
box blading, surface repair and add trail 
material

0.45 Miles 0.25 Miles - 0.20 Miles $2,500 $2,000

Regional Trail Maintenance 
(Concrete Section)

Tier I - concrete replacement and surface 
repair 

0.40 Miles 0.60 Miles 0.20 Miles $800 $1,200

Internal Concrete Sidewalk 
Maintenance

Tier III - concrete replacement and 
surface repair 

0.50 Miles 0.50 Miles No Change $1,500 $1,500

Secondary Trail Maintenance
Tier III - $800 per linear mile per year: 
box blading and surface repair

0.85 Miles 0.85 Miles No Change $1,480 $1,480

$39,210 $46,110

WCP Master Plan Post-Phase I and Estimated Build-Out Maintenance Costs

                          Total Estimated Maintenance Costs:
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~ Widefield Community Park ~ 
Master Plan – 2016/2017 

 
~ Summarized Results of the Stakeholder Interview Process ~ 

 
• Participating Stakeholders 

o Aiken Audubon Society 
o City of Colorado Springs Parks 
o Fountain Mutual Irrigation Company 
o Fountain Mutual Metropolitan District 
o Pikes Peak Flying Disc Club 
o Widefield School District 3 – Parks and Recreation 
o Glen at Widefield Metropolitan District 

  
• Utilization of Widefield Community Park: 

o Practice area for sports teams 
o Crews Gulch Regional Trail for exercise 
o Disc golf course for leisure and tournaments 

 
• Widefield Community Park’s Best Asset? 

o Disc golf course 
o Trees, creek, open spaces 
o Great recreational asset to the surrounding communities 
o Crews Gulch Regional Trail 

 
• Expansion or Improvement of Current Facilities: 

o Renovate basketball courts 
o Add more picnic tables and/or pavilions 
o Improve Crews Gulch channel 
o Renovate restrooms 
o Expand the parking lot 
o Add more benches and trash cans  
o Improve disc golf course signage 
o Improved access to McCrae Reservoir 
o Connect Crew Gulch Regional Trail to City of Colorado Springs trails. 

 
• New Programs or Facilities: 

o Pickleball/Paddleball courts 
o Dog Play Area 
o Picnic and event pavilions 

 
• Overall Master Plan Goals: 

o Create a park facility that impacts a wide range of families and age groups – “Recreation 
over the ages.” 

o Engage the public to encourage the use of the park facilities. 
o Continue serving the community through the advancement of current park objectives. 
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~ Widefield Community Park ~ 
Master Plan – 2016/2017 

 
Public Meeting 

October 20, 2016 – 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Talbott Elementary School 

 
~ Results of Public Input Exercise ~ 

Total Dot Counts with Online Survey Ranking in Parentheses 
 

•  Single Favorite Activity 
o Disc Golf Course – 2 (1) 
o Hiking / Walking – 1 (2) 
o Open Space for Passive Recreation – 1 (7) 
o Multi-Use Athletic Field / Baseball Field – 1 (Unranked) 

 
• New Facilities or Programs 

o Dog Play Area – 5 (30) 
o Improved Disc Golf Course – 4 (1) 
o Additional Playgrounds – 3 (15) 
o Natural Playground – 3 (17) 
o Renovated Restrooms – 2 (2) 
o Picnic Pavilions – 2 (9) 
o Pickleball / Paddleball Courts – 2 (22) 
o Cultural Events – 1 (3) 
o Exercise Course – 1 (4) 
o Renovated Playground – 1 (7) 

 
• Master Plan Goals 

o Improvement of Existing Facilities – 4 (1) 
o Maintenance of Existing Facilities – 4 (2) 
o New Facilities to Meet User Needs – 3 (5) 
o Enforcement of Park Rules and Regulations – 2 (6) 
o Preservation of Open Space for Passive Recreation – 2 (3) 

 
• Additional Citizen Suggestions: 

o More trash cans are needed throughout the park. 
o More benches are needed throughout the park and disc golf course. 
o McCrae Reservoir needs better access and structured activities. 
o Enlarge the playground or create a playground “hub” with more swings, as kids currently 

line up to take turns. 
o Organize a “spring yard sale” and other festivals to take place on the multi-use athletic field. 
o Park Operations is doing a “wonderful job” with park maintenance. 
o Add better signage, benches, and trash cans to the disc golf course in an effort to cut down 

on course confusion, trash, and user conflicts. 
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~ Widefield Community Park ~ 
Master Plan – 2016/2017 

 
Public Meeting 

February 9, 2017 – 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Fountain Creek Nature Center 

 
~ Summary of Public Comments ~ 

 
 

•  In Regards to General Park Maintenance: 
o Cottonwood trees have hanging broken branches as a result of the wind storms of 

January 2017.  The branches could break off and injure park users. 
o Dead pine trees need to be removed, as they are a fire hazard. 
o Increase weekly and monthly trash pick-up throughout the park and along Crews Gulch. 
o Utilize volunteer groups, such as the Boy or Girl Scouts, to help with trash and debris 

clean-up in the park. 
o Assess and improve vegetation and tree management along Fontaine Boulevard and 

McCrae Reservoir. 
 

• In Regards to Park Improvements: 
o Dog waste boxes with bags need to be installed. 
o Port-o-lets need to be installed near Quebec Street. 
o Main restrooms near baseball field need to be open and accessible all year long during 

the park’s normal hours of operation. 
o Install more benches and picnic tables, some with permanent awnings and shade 

structures. 
o Improve landscaping at parking lot and park entrance landscape beds. 
o Plant drought-resistant flowerbeds at the Flight 585 Memorial and near the parking lot. 
o Install bear-proof trashcans throughout the park. 
o Install new park sign at the intersection of Fontaine Boulevard and Drury Lane. 
o Paint and repair the pavilion near McCrae Reservoir. 
o Improve and/or install new playground equipment. 
o Plant more shade trees and/or add permanent shade structures near playground. 
o Improve and/or replace park signage throughout the park, as most signs are aged or 

damaged. 
o Address the impacts of potential light pollution caused by the installation of additional 

pedestrian lighting along Crews Gulch Regional Trail. 
o Install pickleball courts as soon as possible.  Work with local pickleball associations to 

help plan and/or fund the installation of courts.  Move pickleball improvements into the 
Phase I Improvements list.  Pickleball is a fast growing sport, and while two courts are a 
good start, consider building additional courts in the future.  Light the courts, if possible. 

o Install osprey nest platforms at McCrae Reservoir, as well as creating habitat for wood 
ducks, other species of birds, and bats. 

o Research the feasibility of recreational fishing on McCrae Reservoir. 
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Recreation / Cultural Services Project Manager Priority Status

Upgrade BCNC Exhibits Todd Marts High Bid Phase

FCNC Cultural History Exhibit Nancy Bernard Medium Fundraising Phase

County Fair SWOT Analysis Projects Todd Marts High

Fairgrounds Staff Cross-Training Stacy Reavis Completed

Implement "Wildlife Explorers" Program Mary Jo Lewis High

Fountain Creek Nature Center 25th Anniversary Nancy Bernard Medium

Expand County Fairgrounds Equestrian Events Stacy Reavis High

Develop a Junior Docent Program Ian Wilson Low

Develop a Social Media Plan Ian Wilson Low

Create a "Nature Buddies" Program Maria Petkash Medium

Develop a Volunteer Recruitment Plan Todd Marts Medium

Develop a Pollinator Festival Mary Jo Lewis Medium

Water-Wise Perennial Garden Kit Sales Program Mary Jo Lewis Medium

Expand Halloween Events at Fairgrounds Programs Stacy Reavis Low

Update the Environ education school programs Mary Jo Lewis Low

Park Operations Division Project Manager Priority Status

Complete irrigation renovation plan Brad Bixler Medium

Complete Rainbow Falls security plan Brad Bixler High

Develop individual park operation plans Brad Bixler Medium

Convert security officer to park ranger Brad Bixler High

Review / update Grinnell Boulevard agreement Brad Bixler Low

Planning Division Project Manager Priority Status

Widefield Community Park Master Plan Ross Williams High Public Input Phase

Continue Culturally Modified Tree Study Ross Williams Medium

Kane Ranch Master Plan Ross Williams Low

Fountain Creek Greenway Project Ross Williams Low

Establish a Regional Open Space Committee Elaine Kleckner High

Rock Island Trailhead Improvements Ross Williams Low

Develop a Park Planning Criteria Manual Jason Meyer Low

Update the Urban Park Grant Guidelines Elaine Kleckner Low

Establish a Planning Division Internship Program Elaine Kleckner Medium

Update ARC / GIS Programs Ross Williams Low

Elephant Rock Open Space Master Plan Ross Williams Low

Elephant Rock Open Space Purchase Elaine Kleckner High Purchasing Phase

Capital Improvement Projects Project Manager Priority Status

Pineries Open Space - Phase 1 Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Rainbow Falls Recreation Area Elaine Kleckner High Bid Phase

Black Forest Regional Park Improvements Jason Meyer High Bid Phase

Flood Recovery Projects Jason Meyer High Bid Phase

Maxwell Street Streambank Protection Elaine Kleckner Medium

Fairgrounds Improvements Tasha Brackin High Bid Phase

Fountain Creek Regional Park Improvements Ross Williams / PO High Bid Phase

Jones Park Improvements Tim Wolken High Construction Phase

El Paso County Parks

2017 Action Plan

111



Ute Pass Regional Trail Expansion Jason Meyer Medium Planning Phase

Ceresa Park Improvements Brad Bixler High Construction Phase

Widefield Community Park Improvements Ross Williams / PO Low

New Santa Fe Regional Trail Improvements Jason Meyer Medium

Falcon Regional Park Improvements Elaine Kleckner Low

FRRP Restroom Building Roof Replacements Randy Smith High Bid Phase

Community Outreach Project Manager Priority Status

Complete County Fair Sponsorship Program Dana Nordstrom High

Partners in the Park Program Dana Nordstrom Medium

Expand Friends Groups Dana Nordstrom Medium

Complete Nature Center Fundraising Program Todd Marts Medium

Establish an On-Line Giving Program Christine Burns Low

Establish a Fair Queen Fundraising Program Dana Nordstrom High

Establish a National Trails Day Event Christine Burns Medium

Establish Weekly "Impact on Parks on Health" Campaign Christine Burns Completed
Create a Partners in the Parks Video Christine Burns Medium
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General Updates: 

1. Facility rental revenue is up by $7,969 from this time in 2016. 

2. There were 26 reservations made in January for a total of $88. 
 
 
Special Events: 

 
1. The Pikes Peak Road Runners held their Winter Series III race in February. This 5M 

race started and finished at the El Pomar Youth Sports Park and included the Pikes 
Peak Greenway and the Fountain Creek Regional Trail. 
 

2. The El Paso County Search & Rescue received a permit for K9 units to train search 
dogs at the Fox Run Regional Park. Ten handlers and dogs were able to take place in 
this training exercise. 
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               COMMUNITY OUTREACH and GRANTS 

Monthly Report – February 2017 
Christine Burns, Community Outreach Manager  

Dana Nordstrom, Community Outreach Coordinator 
 

Community Outreach 
 

1. Community Outreach: Staff has supported the memorial pavilion at Bear Creek Dog 
Park and will have a dedication ceremony Saturday, April 1, 2017. Please join us at  
10 am to remember our founding member of the Bear Creek Dog Park Friends Group, 
Ron Buchanan. 

 
2. Partners in the Park: We have received $5,000.00 from Bob & Elli Hostetler for Fox 

Run Regional Park. The Hostetler’s have been with us since 2009. Please join me in 
sending them our thanks for their dedicated partnership.  
 
Staff is focusing on partners for Black Forest Regional Park and Fountain Creek 
Nature Center. Please forward any contacts that might be interested to 
dananordstrom@elpasoco.com.  
 

3. El Paso County Fair: Staff continues to search for a Presenting Sponsor at the 
$10,000 level. If you know of a business that might be interested, please forward any 
contacts to Dana Nordstrom at 719.520.6983 or dananordstrom@elpasoco.com. 
 

4. Friends Groups: Staff has met with Trails and Open Space Coalition on a Friends 
Group Capacity Building Proposal. A work plan is in place and TOSC will begin 
meeting with County parks staff in March.  
 

Grants 
 

1. A modification request seeking approval for a change to the Great Outdoors Colorado 
Fairgrounds improvement grant was submitted and approved. 
 

2. The Department of Natural Resources Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Round 4 was paid 
to El Paso County and the grant closed out. 
 

3. A 2017 Community Development Block Grant application was submitted seeking 
$150,000 for Widefield Community Park Improvements. 
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RECREATION & CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION 
MONTHLY REPORT – FEBRUARY 2017 

SUBMITTED BY: TODD MARTS, DIVISION MANAGER 
 

General 
 

1. The Nature Center Innovative Programming Team won the 2016 El Paso County 
Innovative Award. This award is for County Employees that are responsible for 
innovative changes that have led to improved customer service.  
 
The Innovative Programming Team researched existing special events and festivals in 
the Pikes Peak region and looked for gaps in service. The Nature Center Innovative 
Programming Team worked diligently to successfully implement innovative programs 
and events for the residents in El Paso County. Their mission was to significantly expand 
the use of County Nature Centers through innovative programming that is valued by our 
residents and visitors. In addition, these innovations enhanced tourism opportunities and 
created new revenue streams to support operations. 

 
 
Projects, Fundraising & Grants: 
 

1. The El Paso County Fair Queen Clinic was held at the El Paso County Fairgrounds. 
Thirteen young ladies, ranging in age from 13 to 18, participated in the clinic to learn 
valuable information on what is required to become the queen and tips in the four areas 
the queens are judged; horsemanship, written application, public speaking and personal 
interview.  

 
2. Bear Creek Nature Center hosted an all-day Project Learning Tree training. This allowed 

us to connect with a group of local teachers and inform them about field trip 
opportunities offered by El Paso County Nature Centers that can help them meet their 
curriculum objectives.  
 
 

Programs & Events: 
 

1. Bear Creek Nature Center staff and volunteers hosted an interpretive activity at the 
Bighorn Sheep Day at Garden of the Gods with over 3,000 visitors. They provided a 
popular craft table, making sheep horn headbands and informed the visitors about the 
programs offered by El Paso County Nature Centers.  
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2. Bear Creek Nature Center Interpretive Program Coordinator designed and led ‘Between 
Earth and Sky’ program for Daisy Girl Scout group to help them meet badge 
requirements. Topics covered included adaptations of plants and seeds.  
 

3. Bear Creek hosted a Sustainability Series program, ‘Sustaining Watersheds with Rain 
Barrels’ led by Allison Plute and Sean Holveck from the Greenway Fund. Thirty 
participants attended and learned about contributing to the health of our watershed and 
about the new rain barrel legislation in Colorado. All proceeds were donated by the 
Greenway Fund to the Friends of El Paso County Nature Centers.  
 

4. The Paint Mines Photography Workshop was offered as part of Bear Creek’s Active 
Adults Series and was filled to capacity with 12 participants. Mike Pach, owner of 3 
Peaks Photography in Colorado Springs, led this program that utilized El Paso County’s 
stunning Paint Mines Park location. Mr. Pach will return to lead an Active Adult Series 
photography workshops in El Paso County Parks.   
 

5. Kritter Karavan presented Exotic Animals for the third year with an audience of 30 
people at Fountain Creek Nature Center.  Kathy Beers, licensed exotic animal 
rehabilitator, pointed out that if you buy one from a pet store, you must be committed for 
life.  Many people think they’re cute, but aren’t prepared for 30 years of care and they 
subsequently dump them in parks which is a death sentence for the animal. 
 

6. Nancy Bernard presented an outreach program on the state of Monarchs and Milkweed 
to the Pikes Peak Environmental Forum to 24 people. Participants learned about 
Monarchs and Milkweed and how to help save them both from extinction through 
reducing use of the herbicides, buying organic corn & soybean products, and how to 
create Monarch Waystations.   
 

7. The Gourd Decorating Workshop at Fountain Creek Nature Center had 12 participants 
that learned how to dry, clean, and decorate gourds for home and for bird feeders.  This 
workshop utilized paints, oil pencils, dyes, feathers for embellishment and the creative 
juices really flowed!  This workshop was facilitated by two nature center volunteers. 
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Date:  March 8, 2017 
 
To:  Park Advisory Board 
  
From:  Elaine Kleckner, Planning Manager 
 
Subject: Planning Division Monthly Report  
 
 
ACTION PLAN: 
 
Capital Project Management: 
 
1. Black Forest Regional Park:  Planning Division continues to work on recovery projects 
and is helping coordinate volunteer projects in 2017.  Staff is working with Rocky Mountain Field 
Institute on winter/spring 2017 work associated with the IndyGIVE campaign. Winter/spring work 
will focus on implementing forest management plan recommendations and drainage 
improvements, and summer work will focus on soil stabilization and trail decommissioning.  
 
Planning for drainage improvements, forest restoration, and an update of the trails master plan 
commenced in July of 2016 with consultant assistance from AECOM. The drainage plan was 
completed in January with recommendations to construct a sediment pond, energy dissipater 
and other non-engineered improvements in the park. The trails plan work will commence in the 
first quarter of 2017. 
 
2. Elephant Rock Open Space:  $31,500 was secured from Regional Building Department 
funds to reach the fundraising goal of $340,000.  Staff has launched the acquisition process. An 
environmental assessment, appraisal, ALTA survey and title documents were obtained in late 
2016.  The County Attorney has provided a draft real estate contract which was presented to the 
sellers.  Staff is working with Palmer Land Trust to revise the conservation easement 
agreement. 
 
3. Front Range Trail Extension:  Staff completed a cultural survey and obtained SHPO and 
environmental clearances for the CDBG-funded project. A kick-off meeting was held with CDOT 
and the City of Fountain, and design and permitting was initiated. It became apparent that the 
level of effort and funds needed to complete the project were beyond what was originally 
anticipated, largely due to impacts from flooding in 2015 and increases in construction costs. 
After consultation with the County Team and project partners, the project was canceled for 
2017. Staff will continue to work towards construction of this trail in the future and will continue 
to explore grant opportunities. 
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4. New Santa Fe Regional Trail Improvements:  Basic repairs to the trail have been done.  
Additional work will take place in 2017 using FEMA funds after SHPO and environmental 
clearances are obtained.  
 
5. Pineries Open Space:  The Planning Division initiated a design-build process for Phase 
1 improvements, but no proposals were submitted by the November 3 deadline.  The project 
was rebid as an RFQ for access and parking design services only.  Three responses to the RFQ 
were received and the Team selected Wilson & Company to perform the work.  Completion of 
the design process is anticipated in May, so construction can begin this summer. 
 
6. Rainbow Falls Recreation Area:  2015 FEMA-funded work, resurfacing of a portion of the 
main trail/service road with road base material, was completed with assistance from the 
Department of Public Works.   
 
Staff prepared an Invitation for Bids (IFB) for the $345,000 Transportation Enhancement Grant 
project, and bids are due on March 7. Contract award by the Board of County Commissioners is 
anticipated in late March.  The construction contractor will mobilize in April, and construction is 
expected to take approximately six months.   
 
7. Ute Pass Regional Trail:  The County received a State Trails grant to construct 
approximately 2/3 mile of trail between Ute Pass Elementary School and Winnemucca Road. 
Staff is initiating a design/build process with development of a scope of work as SHPO and 
environmental clearances are being processed.  Staff continues to support the Ring the Peak 
Trail and is coordinating advocacy with TOSC, City Parks and the State. 
 
Planning: 
 
1. City of Colorado Springs Bicycle Master Plan:  Planning Staff is serving on the Technical 
Advisory Committee for the update of the plan.    
 
2. Fountain Creek Regional Park Master Plan:  Planning and Park Operations divisions 
have launched on implementation of Phase I improvements.   
 
3. Widefield Community Park Master Plan:  The Master Plan update process is nearing 
completion.  Staff is currently reviewing public comments and revising the draft master plan, 
which will be presented to the Park Advisory Board on March 8 for endorsement.  The Board of 
County Commissioners hearing and approval will occur later in the month.   
 
Flood Recovery: 
 
1. 2015 Flood Recovery:  Elaine and Jason continue to serve on the County Financial 
Impact Team that meets twice a month to collaboratively advance projects.  Hydrologic and 
hydraulic analyses and environmental clearances are underway for large projects.  Parks and 
Department of Public Works in-kind repairs will be competed in the first quarter of 2017 at the 
Ute Pass Trail.  A contract to complete the Black Forest Section 16 and Drake Lake repairs was 
awarded to RMC.  The Willow Springs design contract was awarded to J3 Engineering and 
design is underway. Procurement of a Fountain Creek Regional Trail flood repair contractor will 
be next. 
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2. Highway 85/87/Maxwell Street Trailhead Bank Stabilization:  The feasibility phase of this 
US Army Corps of Engineers Section 14 project is nearing the end with completion of the 
feasibility study/environmental assessment in the first quarter of the year.  Construction is 
planned in 2017-2018.  Thirty-five percent matching funds (approximately $945,000) for 
construction was secured through a CDBG-DR grant and State disaster recovery funds, 
however, the Team and project partners are exploring another design alternative at a higher 
cost that would require additional local matching funds. 
 
3.  Upper Fountain Creek Restoration:  The USACE is conducting a cost-benefit analysis to 
determine if there is Federal government interest in a Section 205 project in the Rainbow Falls 
vicinity.  USACE staff has informally reported to staff that a project in this area is probably not 
supportable.   
 
OTHER:  
 
1. Culturally Modified Tree Project:  The Pineries Open Space Culturally Modified Tree 
Assessment has been completed.  The Black Forest Regional Park CMT Assessment is 
underway and expected to be completed by May, 2017. 
 
2. Development Permit Application Reviews:  Staff reviewed three development permit 
applications in January, including one that will be presented to Park Advisory Board on March 8. 
 
3. Fountain Creek Watershed, Flood Control and Greenway District:  Community Services 
Department Staff continues to serve on the Technical Advisory Committee and Citizens 
Advisory Group.  The committees help develop and implement watershed restoration and 
enhancement projects. 
 
4. Geographic Information Systems (GIS):  Staff is working with the County Information 
Technology Department to expand El Paso County Parks’ use of GIS for data collection, 
operational, and planning applications.  Planning staff received a software upgrade in 2016.  
New regional park maps have been completed or are in process, and new and/or improved 
datasets have been received.  
 
5. Grants for Capital Projects:  Planning Staff wrote a GOCO mini-grant application for the 
Falcon Regional Park dog park and a GOCO planning grant application for Kane Ranch Open 
Space for funding in 2017.  Both applications were submitted on November 17 and awards 
should be announced in April 2017. 
 
6. Groundwater Quality Study:  The Board of County Commissioners endorsed initiation of 
a monitoring effort.  Next steps include re-establishing the Committee and developing a scope 
of work and funding package for monitoring.  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22. 
 
7. Internships:  The Geography and Environmental Studies Program at UCCS has 
expressed interest in providing interns to the Planning Division.  Staff will coordinate, with a goal 
of having intern(s) on board in 2017. 
 
8. Website:  Staff has updated Planning pages to comply with ADA recommendations.  
New pages and content are created as new projects are initiated. 
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION 
MONTHLY REPORT 
FEBRUARY, 2017 

Operations/Misc. Projects 

Insurance Claims for January Wind Damage -  Roof repairs have been completed on the 
Fountain Creek Nature Center roof and the observation blind, as well as the Bear Creek Nature 
Center roof.  New metal roofing has been ordered to replace the wood shingles on Pavilion #6 
at Bear Creek Terrace. The estimated completion date for Pavilion #6 is before the end of 
March. Trafton Roofing Company has been performing an excellent job with the repairs and has 
accommodated park staff schedules. 

Staff is coordinating with Mary Lucero, the County’s Insurance Claim Adjuster, by providing 
information for the repairs of other facilities that have incurred damage. Confidence is high that 
AIG, the County’s insurance provider, will cover all the claims that have been submitted.  

Tennis Courts - The damage to the surface of court #6 at the Bear Creek Tennis Courts will be 
submitted as a separate claim. The top surfacing material was peeled back like rolling up a 
carpet.  The separate claim is due to the damage not happening during the January 9th and 10th 
windstorm.  An AIG representative visited the Bear Creek Tennis Court site after the wind 
storms to document the wind screen damage, the photos taken at that time and did not reveal 
any damage to that court. This damage occurred approximately a month after the January 
windstorms. Staff is contacting contractors for bids on resurfacing and replacing the wind screen 
to be submitted to the County Claims Adjuster. As soon as staff has approval from AIG, 
scheduling repairs of other park facilities will commence. 

Fountain Creek Regional Park Irrigation Upgrade - Renovation will commence the week of 
February 27th to start the upgrade of the automated controls for the Duckwood irrigation system. 
The current controls are over 20 years old and have been unreliable and high maintenance. 
These upgrades will greatly reduce the amount of time that staff has to spend monitoring and 
manually running the system when the automated controls are malfunctioning.  The installation 
of the new control equipment will be accomplished before the system is needed for the 2017 
season. Five Star Automation has the contract for the installation and programming of this 
equipment when it goes back online this spring. 

Widefield Community Park Restroom Renovation - Operations staff has been coordinating 
with planning staff on gathering information for the renovation of the Widefield Community Park 
restroom. The renovation will consist of replacing the old wood shake shingle roof with a 24 
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gauge metal roof, updating the current restroom fixtures, ADA accessibility, replacement of 
doors, new automated locks, upgrading the electrical system and installing internal and external 
LED lighting.  Staff will also explore the possibility of integrating natural lighting such as light 
tubes or skylights, replacing the old drinking fountain, replacing the upheaved concrete around 
the restroom to remove trip hazards, and getting a cost estimate for insulating and heating the 
restroom. The Scope of Work has been sent to Procurement to generate an IFB in March. 
 
Fairgrounds Improvements – Staff attended the weekly meeting with TK-Architecture to 
discuss revisions for design plans. Staff coordinated with park operations and facilities on 
reviewing and offering input and suggestions for design plans. 
 
Park Headquarters - Parking Lot Resurface – Staff is researching a budgetary quote for 
resurfacing the park headquarters parking lot and installing new asphalt in the parking lot just 
north of the headquarters building. 
 
Playground Repair - Materials have been ordered for the repair of the tube slide at Ceresa 
Park in the south district and a slide to replace the vandalized slide at Homestead Ranch 
Regional Park. These slides will be delivered in early March to give staff time for installation 
before the heavy use season. 

 

Central District  
 
Bear Creek Regional Park - Due to unusually warm temperatures staff has spent much time 
winter watering trees, shrubs, and perennials. High winds have persisted throughout the month 
causing more damage to trees, structures, and generating higher levels of trash. Staff continues 
to remove limbs and downed trees left behind by the severe wind storms in January. Staff 
rented a commercial stump grinder and removed six large stumps throughout the district. Staff 
backfilled the holes with premium top soil and added grass seed.  
 
Argus Entrance - Staff removed all vegetation including several declining trees and juniper 
shrubs in the Argus entrance landscape beds. Staff is currently prepping the soil and upgrading 
the irrigation in hopes of planting in early spring.  
 
Commissioner Tour - Staff conducted a very successful tour of the District with Commissioner 
VanderWerf. Items discussed during the tour included capital improvement projects, issues 
regarding the conservation easement and potential projects for fundraising.  
 
Bench Installation - Staff installed a new bench on the east side of the park at the request of a 
regular park user. Staff felt that the area was in need of a bench and completed the request.  
 
Maintenance Shop - Staff continued with shop organization and cleaning efforts. Staff 
successfully remodeled the maintenance shop, janitorial closet and upstairs paper/plastic 
storage loft. Both areas were completely renovated and are now functional and efficient. 
 
Equestrian Skill Course - Staff is currently aiding the Equestrian Friends group with several 
projects to include completion of the steps obstacle, kiosk construction, and developing a sign 
plan for the temporary parking within the Penrose Equestrian facility.  
 
Homeless Camps - Staff continues to combat homeless camps. Staff removes trash on a daily 
basis from the camps and is faced with hostile and often aggressive homeless campers. Staff 
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has scheduled for Keep Colorado Springs Beautiful (contractor) to come out and aid with illegal 
camp removal.   
 
Bear Creek Dog Park - The Park continues to experience extremely high use and as a result 
much time is spent with general maintenance tasks. Staff completed construction of the Ron 
Buchanan Memorial pavilion and is now working on installing a memorial stone in Ron’s 
memory. Staff built and installed several bag dispenser boxes and replaced lids on several other 
damaged boxes.  
 
Rainbow Falls - The recreational area is currently closed for bridge repairs and F.E.M.A flood 
recovery efforts. Master Blaster was contracted to remove graffiti along the entrance of the 
parking lot and main walkway.  
 
Ute Pass Trail System - Several vehicles are using the trail head for illegal overnight parking. 
Staff is working with Parks security to resolve the issue. Staff hiked the three mile section from 
the Manitou Incline to Star Ranch, and is happy to report that the trail and informative signage 
are in great shape.  
 
Downtown Properties - Staff is heavily involved in debris clean-up from recent wind storms. 
Staff continues to perform annual pruning responsibilities and should be finished in the next few 
weeks, weather permitting. Staff is winter watering all newly installed trees, shrubs and 
perennials. Staff has begun spring cleaning and is busy adding mulch to several high profile 
properties.   
 
Training - Central Staff attended the annual Non-Potable Water training provided by Colorado 
Spring Utilities.  

 

East District 
 
Fairgrounds - Staff recently purchased a new floor scrubber to be used at the fairgrounds. The 
new machine is a Viper Fang with a 20” driver. The old floor scrubber was a 2002 model and it 
was difficult to find replacement parts. The new machine will assist staff with stripping and 
waxing operations and clean the floors professionally. Staff will be replacing all of the paper 
towel and toilet paper dispensers throughout the fairgrounds. The recommended dispenser is a 
jumbo roll system. Staff hopes the new dispenser will save time during fair. Restocking 
restrooms is a frequent, necessary task during the county fair.  
 
Staff assisted with building prep for several events this month. The fairgrounds hosted a 
Casino/Valentine’s day dance and dinner, gymkhana, and the annual Queen’s Clinic. A unique 
event that took place at the fairgrounds was a circus in the Whittemore building. Staff removed 
all of the tables and chairs in order to make enough room for the circus to set up. 
 
Maintenance - Staff removed broken tree limbs throughout the fairgrounds and cut down a 
large Chinese Elm tree. Staff coordinated the borrowing of the tree chipper with North District 
and chipped as the limbs were cut. Staff pruned all of the trees on site. 
 
Staff held a pre-bid meeting on February 23rd for the fabrication of the metal building for phase 
two improvements. Maintenance staff attended the meeting to answer any questions related to 
the drop off of the building and access to the fairgrounds.  
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Rock Island Regional Trail - Staff received approval to begin the resurfacing of the washout 
south of Judge Orr road. Staff has taken measurements and received quotes on the material 
needed to make the repairs. Staff will stage the material at Homestead Ranch Regional Park 
and truck it to the location as needed. Staff will begin resurfacing operations during the month of 
March.  
 
Staff was notified by the parks security guard that vandalism had been found at the trailhead. 
While on patrol, security noticed the safety plates on the light post were bent and the wires had 
been cut. Staff went to the site and inspected the areas identified. Staff replaced the safety 
plates and tucked the wires back into the posts. Staff ensured power was off to the posts to 
avoid accidental shock. Staff has contacted the facilities division electricians and placed a work 
order for repairs. 
 
Paint Mines Interpretive Park - Staff continues general winter maintenance at Paint Mines 
Interpretive Park. Staff had a week of warm weather and took this opportunity to work with 
Rob’s Septic Company to have the vault restroom pumped out and the tank cleaned.  
 
Homestead Ranch Regional Park - Staff spent a few days moving material in the bullpen area 
at the park. Staff has removed several items from the park and created areas to store material. 
Staff would like to have an area to store the trail material needed for Rock Island Regional Trail 
repairs.  
 
Staff had an issue with a broken slide at Homestead Ranch. A slide on the smaller of the two 
play structures had a hole about ten to twelve inches in diameter. This posed a significant safety 
hazard to the children that enjoy the parks playground. Staff removed the broken slide, as well 
as the supports buried in the ground. Staff has ordered a replacement slide and has secured the 
open side of the play structure until the new slide can be installed.   
 
Falcon Regional Park- Staff took advantage of the warm spell during February and prepared 
areas at the park for bench installation. Staff poured the concrete and installed two additional 
benches. Staff purchased small bolts for a plaque that is to be placed on the northern bench.   
 

North District 
 
General Info – Staff continues to clean out the parks outpost storage area and take inventory of 
existing parks equipment. PM III Nakia Mima received CDL Class Training from DOT and was 
licensed. Nakia has also logged over 80 hours of grader training and is going to be starting his 
training with the department of transportation Staff also finished staining all signs and picnic 
tables in all north park properties  
 
Fox Run Regional Park - Staff continues to monitor pit heaters for proper operation to help 
prevent pipes from freezing. Staff continues to winter prune park vegetation and removed snow 
from impervious services. Staff refilled upper pond to proper water levels for aquatic life and 
removed graffiti from the Baptist Road Bridge.  Staff removed vandalized trees and small 
structures from the interior of Fox Run Regional Park near Fallen Timbers. Staff continues to 
winter prune park vegetation  
 
Black Forest Regional Park – Staff assisted and coordinated with Rocky Mountain Field 
Institute (RMFI) on chipping slash piles during fire mitigation project throughout the month of 
February. Staff continues to monitor the backroom and restroom heaters to help prevent pipes 
from freezing.  
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Forestry – Staff met with the El Paso County Wildland Fire Crew and has secured a yearly 
agreement to start fire mitigation in Black Forest Regional Park.   Staff is receiving training from 
Keith Worley Forester ISA Certified Arborist/Wildfire Mitigation Specialist for green thinning as 
well as tree marking for forest fire mitigation. 
 
Palmer Lake – Staff continues to monitor pit heaters for proper operation to help prevent pipes 
from freezing.  
 
Baptist Road Trail Head – Staff winter watered trees in the DOT yard to prevent further tree 
loss. Staff continues to monitor pit heaters for proper operation to help prevent pipes from 
freezing.  
 
Section 16 Trail Head – Staff repaired and filled low spots located in the front entrance of the 
parking lot from the main road.  Staff completed a parking lot French drain to reduce spring 
runoff damage located in the middle of the parking lot.  
 
105 Trail Head – Staff rebuilt park rules signs to include painting and a sealed acrylic covers.  
Staff repaired snow fences along the bridge. 
 
Hodgen Road Trail – Staff rebuilt park rules signs to include painting and sealed acrylic covers.  
 
Ice Lake Trail Head – Staff rebuilt park rules signs to include painting and sealed acrylic 
covers.  
 

South District  
  
General Overview and Staffing - The district experienced heavy wind damage. Winds of 90 
mph were measured in the district. Staff spent over 100 man hours cleaning up debris and 
damaged trees. Staff estimates more than 500 man hours remain to finish the clean-up from the 
wind storms. The district saw little precipitation; therefore staff increased the frequency of winter 
watering.  
  
Equipment - Fleet provided a loaner truck for staff to use to replace unit #910 that was deemed 
a safety risk due to its age and sluggish acceleration. Fleet is working on finding two 
replacement trucks for the district. 
   
Fountain Creek Regional Park –Staff is moving forward with the 2nd phase of the FCRP 
Master Plan process.    
 
With the help of facilities, staff installed two used garage door openers for the maintenance 
shop. The openers make staff’s job safer by reducing risk of injury, and were a morale booster.  
 
Staff continued winter watering for newly planted trees and the new turf field. 
 
 
FC Nature Center – Staff began the plan to install a new bulletin board, which should be 
completed by the 1st week in March. Staff repaired multiple sections of broken split rail. 
 
Willow Springs – The status on the damaged bridge repair has not changed. The bridge repair 
is still awaiting the insurance claim process.  
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Staff obtained help from the Fountain Fire Department, for the removal of hazard trees. The 
Fountain Fire Department was happy to have a location for training and the south district was 
happy to promote fire and hazardous tree mitigation at no cost to parks.  
 
Volunteer/Randy Feidler - Randy has been a tremendous help at Willow Springs. He donated 
another 64 hours of his labor to the parks. He raked and removed a significant amount of storm 
debris, from the active use area. 
  
Ceresa Park – The 2016 park renovations are complete. Staff is working off some punch list 
items like adding more fill around the edges of the basketball court, to fill settled areas. Ceresa 
Park now has a new fully operational swing set, a new shoot around basketball court and a 
renovated baseball field. It also has 16 new trees and a newly modified irrigation system to 
support the new landscape. Staff performed winter watering for the new trees. 

 
Widefield Park –Staff participated in the 2nd Master Plan public meeting and continues to work 
with planning on the improvements.  
   
Stratmoor Valley Park – Staff continues to conduct post storm clean-up, as Stratmoor Valley 
was hit the hardest with wind damage. 
  
Maxwell Trailhead – Staff began the process to remove homeless camps north of the trailhead. 
Keep Colorado Springs Beautiful began cleaning up the homeless camps on February 21st. As 
of this report, they have filled two thirty yard roll off dumpsters with camp debris and trash.  
 
Clear Springs Ranch – Colorado Springs Utilities is coordinating a wild land fire training 
exercise to be held north of Clear Spring Ranch, on CSU property. They are using the trail head 
as a command post. The exercise is planned for May 12th. Staff met with the sharecropper and 
CSU regarding plans to resurface the access road to the trail head parking lot. 
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