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PARK RULES
 • Alcohol and glass containers or bottles are not permitted.
 • Dogs must be under voice command.
 • Horses and bicycles are allowed only on designated

regional and park trails.
 • Open fires are not permitted, please use existing grills.
 • Unless otherwise posted:

 • Regional parks are open daily from 5:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m.
 • Open spaces and community parks are open dawn until dark.
 • Regional Park trails are open only to non-motorized uses.

TRAIL ETIQUETTE
 • Stay on trails at all times to protect vegetation and minimize erosion.
 • Leave no trace: If you bring/pack it in, bring/pack it out.
 • Pets must be under voice command and under control at all times.
 • Owners must clean up after their pets.
 • Cyclists:

 • Ride single file. Control and use safe speeds to minimize trail erosion;
pass equestrians and other trail users slowly and considerately.
Make your presence known well in advance.

 • Equestrians:
 • All trails are multi-use. Ride single file and maintain control over

horses at all times. Galloping on the trail endangers everyone
and increases trail erosion.

 • Help other users pass safely by providing instructions.
 • Please pick up or scatter manure from trails and parking areas.
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Layout design and graphics by CreativeJake.

A full listing of park rules is available on the  
El Paso County Parks website: ElPasoCountyParks.com 



1
 COMING SOON! ELEPHANT ROCK OPEN SPACE

The 60-acre Elephant Rock Open Space lies at the base of Ben Lomand 
Mountain, near the Town of Palmer Lake. When opened, Elephant 
Rock Open Space will feature a multi-user stacked loop trail system, 
accessible from the Palmer Lake Recreation Area and the New Santa Fe 
Regional Trail, offering the visitor a chance to explore the open space 
and take in its incredible views of the Colorado Front Range. 

2  
NEW SANTA FE REGIONAL TRAIL
The 14-mile New Santa Fe Regional Trail follows the abandoned 
Atkinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad right-of-way, from the Town 
of Palmer Lake to the City of Colorado Springs. The gravel surfaced 
regional trail generally follows the old railroad grade, beginning at 
Palmer Lake, before entering the U.S. Air Force Academy, where trail 
users must not venture off the winding trail surface as it passes through 
Academy grounds. Full service trailheads are located at Palmer Lake, 
Third Street in the town of Monument and at Baptist Road. Other trail 
access points are located at Highway 105 in Monument, and Northgate 
Road, and Ice Lake on the Air Force Academy. 

3  FOX RUN REGIONAL PARK
Find a restful environment among the thick ponderosa pine forest and a 
lake with picturesque views of Pikes Peak and the Rampart Range. The 
417-acre park features four miles of trails, multi-use fields, playgrounds, 
lakes, and more. A 10-acre fenced large and small dog parks is also 
available. Located approximately three miles east of Interstate 25 on 
Baptist Road. 2110 Stella Drive, Colorado Springs, 80921.

Fox Run Dog Park
Opened in 2013 at the request of citizens who wanted a safe place 
to let their dogs off-leash in Fox Run Regional Park. The fenced five-
acre off-leash park is located in the Oak Meadows area of Fox Run 
Regional Park, and includes towering Ponderosa Pine trees, a half-
mile loop trail, a separate 1.5-acre fenced “small” dog area, picnic 
table, information kiosk, and trash receptacles. (Enter main park 
entrance and turn right.)

 

Fox Run Regional Park Wedding Gazebo
The Wedding Gazebo is one of the top outdoor wedding venues in the 
Pikes Peak region hosting over 100 weddings yearly. The gazebo is 
located at Aspen Lake in the middle of the park. A wooden walkway 
leads to the covered gazebo. Electricity is available and stone seating 
is lake-side to accommodate guests in this beautiful lake setting. 

4  BLACK FOREST REGIONAL PARK
This 385-acre regional park offers spectacular views of Pikes Peak and 
the Front Range from its winding trail system. The developed area, with 
turf playfields, tennis courts, playground, horseshoes, and two picnic 
pavilions were created in natural openings of the forest. The park was 
impacted by the Black Forest Fire. Please stay on designated trails. 
4800 Shoup Road, Colorado Springs, 80909.

5  PALMER DIVIDE REGIONAL TRAIL
There are 1.9 miles of developed trail through a 92-acre natural space 
along Kiowa Creek. Wetland areas and historic remnants of a dairy farm 
provide visitors with an enjoyable outdoor experience. The trailhead is 
located at the southwest corner of Hodgen Road and Woodlake Road. 

6  HOMESTEAD RANCH REGIONAL PARK
Located at the edge of Black Forest this 450 acre regional park has 
diverse topography ranging from rolling, open meadows to tree-covered 
bluffs running the length of the park. A natural spring-fed pond and creek 
in the central valley of the park attracts a wide variety of wildlife and 
provides for local fishing. The park includes three miles of multi-use 
trails, a playground, picnic pavilions and a multi-use playfield. 16444 
Gollihar Rd, Peyton, 80831.

7  EL PASO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
Located conveniently in the Town of Calhan, the Fairgrounds and Events 
Center Complex features over 85,000 square feet of indoor facility 
space, a special event track and rodeo arena with grandstands for 3,000 
spectators and over 1,500 parking spaces. There is a full service liquor 
license to accommodate social events. Camping for multi-day events 
and animal accommodations are available. The complex is a multi-
use facility and is available for weddings, parties, banquets, meetings, 
community events and trade shows. Please visit elpasocountyfair.com 
or call for more info at 719-520-7880. 366 10th St, Calhan, CO 80808.

8  PAINT MINES INTERPRETIVE PARK
Situated near the Town of Calhan, the unique geological formations and 
colorful clays are the main attraction. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, early archaeological evidence of Native American use at 
Paint Mines dates back over 9,000 years. The park features many natural 
and recreational resources, including an overlook, two trailheads, and four 
miles of trail with interpretive signage. Erosive forces have cut deep gullies 
in the park’s hills and grasslands, exposing clay while at the same time 
creating amazing geological formations called hoodoos and spires. Just 
under an hour drive from downtown Colorado Springs, Paint Mines provides 
a uniquely different park experience for residents and visitors of El Paso 
County. 29950 Paint Mines Rd, Calhan, 80808.

9  ROCK ISLAND REGIONAL TRAIL
The 10.6-mile Rock Island Regional Trail runs parallel to Hwy 24 
between Falcon and Peyton and is part of the America the Beautiful 
Trail offering excellent views of several regional landmarks including 
Pikes Peak and the Rampart Range. Picnic tables are located at the 
Falcon Trailhead, and benches are placed at regular intervals along the 
trail corridor. Trailhead can be reached from Hwy 24; east to Falcon; 
turn left on Meridian Rd and follow to the trailhead. 

10
 COMING SOON! PINERIES OPEN SPACE

The 1070-acre Pineries Open Space features gentle rolling terrain, 
ponderosa pine forests, grassland meadows, wetlands, and small ponds. 
Impacted by the Black Forest Fire of 2013, Pineries Open Space is 
currently closed to the public, although construction of a full-service 
trailhead and trail system is planned. 

11
 DRAKE LAKE NATURAL AREA

This 22-acre natural space is an active wetlands area and a bird-
watcher’s haven. There are several picnic tables and benches and a 
trail around the lake. 7502 Mallard Drive, Peyton, 80831.

12
 FALCON REGIONAL PARK

With 215 acres and predominantly natural in character, the park includes 
approximately 100 acres of natural open space with trails, open space 
for community events, equestrian activities, dog park, playing fields, 
restrooms, and parking. The park site is located east of the Meridian 
Ranch Development, adjacent with Eastonville Road, and north of the 
Falcon High School. 10990 Eastonville Road, Falcon.

13
 BLACK FOREST SECTION 16 TRAIL

Nestled in the Black Forest, this 4-mile multi-use perimeter trail resides 
on land leased from the Colorado State Land Board, and is welcomed by 
all non-motorized trail users and equestrians. The primary trailhead with 
equestrian vehicle parking and restroom is located at 8510 Burgess Rd, 
Colorado Springs, 80908.

14
 UTE PASS REGIONAL TRAIL

A section of the American Discovery Trail, the Ute Pass Regional Trail 
is an 11-mile trail that primarily follows U.S. Highway 24 in western El 
Paso County. Three miles of the trail extend from the Town of Cristola 
to Green Mountain Falls, ending at Ute Pass Elementary School. An 
additional three miles, known as the Ute Indian Trail, commences in 
Manitou Springs at the Incline Trailhead, and ends at a loop featuring 
interpretive historical signage. The remaining five miles between 
Cascade and Green Mountain Falls is scheduled for completion by 
2022. Travel Highway 24 west from Colorado Springs and take the 
Green Mountain Falls exit. The Trailhead is located off Chipita Park Road 
at the southeast boundary of Green Mountain Falls.

15
 RAINBOW FALLS HISTORIC SITE

This unique site consists of the namesake Rainbow Falls and the historic 
1932 Highway 24 Bridge into Manitou Springs. The bridge is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Bridges and is documented by the Colorado 
Historical Society. The five-acre site includes a parking area, trailhead, 
covered kiosk with interpretive information, picnic benches and tables, 
a trail from the parking area to the Falls, and additional trails along 
Fountain Creek with viewing overlooks. The site is open seasonally, so 
check times. Travel US Hwy 24 – exit south on Cave of the Winds Rd; 
follow Serpentine Dr. to the first hairpin turn; the parking area is on the 
west side of the road.

16
 JONES PARK OPEN SPACE

Jones Park lies in the high foothills south of Pikes Peak and west of 
Colorado Springs. The 1,200-acre open space park includes coniferous 
forest, aspen groves, high mountain meadows, and the remnants of 
the original settlers’ cabins, including Loud’s Cabin and its stonework 
chimney. Bear Creek tumbles through Jones Park, which is accessed 
by numerous U.S. Forest Service Trails, including the Seven Bridges 
Trail and the recently constructed Trail 667 which traverses the slopes 
of Kineo Mountain.

17
 BEAR CREEK NATURE CENTER (BCNC)

Hike the foothills, search for mule deer, and discover Bear Creek! Scrub 
oak thicket, ponderosa pine forests, meadows, a mountain creek, and 
abundant foothills wildlife attract children and adults to Bear Creek 
Nature Center. The Nature Center offers wildlife viewing areas, a three-
dimensional map and a wildlife diorama including a full-sized black bear 
and cub. This center also is home to a live honeybee observation hive, 
a mountain creek, foothills life zone flora and fauna, and opportunities 
to experience the outdoors on over two miles of nature trails. 245 Bear 
Creek Rd, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.

18
 BEAR CREEK REGIONAL PARK (BCRP)

BCRP offers a pleasant escape in southwest Colorado Springs. This 
545-acre regional park features the BCNC, picnic pavilions, playfields, 
tennis courts, playgrounds, archery range, horseshoe pit, volleyball 
and basketball courts. Ten miles of multi-purpose, non-motorized trails 
also wind through the park. Travel from Interstate 25, exit 141; west 
on Highway 24 to 21st Street; south on 21st Street to West Rio Grande 
Avenue for Bear Creek Park East or to Argus for Bear Creek Terrace.

Bear Creek Dog Park
This 25-acre fenced natural area in BCRP is designated for people 
to exercise their dogs off-leash. Amenities include creek access, 
heated restrooms, benches, dog wash, drinking fountains (canine and 
human), a fenced agility course, clean-up stations and trash bins, a 
ball dispenser, a separate fenced small dog area, trail system, paved 
parking lot, and a special dog memorial. Parking area is on the west 
side of the 21st Street and West Rio Grande Avenue intersection.

Bear Creek Regional Park Equestrian Skills Course 
Located adjacent to 8th Street, the Equestrian Skills Course provides 
an area for equestrians to practice common trail skills in a controlled 
environment. The Course allows both horses and riders to build their 
confidence and skills on obstacles made of natural materials when 
possible to ensure they blend with the surrounding environment and 
replicate real-world riding experiences.

19
 STRATMOOR HILLS COMMUNITY PARK

This neighborhood park provides 1.5-acres of open grass play areas, 
playground facilities, a picnic pavilion, basketball court and individual 
picnic facilities. 413 Sinton Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.

20
 STRATMOOR VALLEY TRAILHEAD PARK

Stratmoor Valley Trailhead Park consists of two multi-age playground 
structures, a basketball court, picnic shelter, a multi-purpose field, and 
a trail connection to the Fountain Creek Regional Trail that borders the 
eastern side of the park. 1213 Forest Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.

21
 FOUNTAIN CREEK REGIONAL TRAIL

A section of the Colorado Front Range Trail, the 14.5-mile Fountain 
Creek Regional Trail begins at the City of Colorado Springs’ El Pomar 
Sports Complex and winds through groves of cottonwood trees and 
through open meadows, along the banks of Fountain Creek. Currently 
ending just south of Fountain Creek Regional Park, the trail is further 
accessed at the Maxwell Street, Duckwood, and Hanson Trailheads.

22
 FOUNTAIN CREEK REGIONAL PARK

Fountain Creek Regional Park is a 390-acre park situated along the 
banks of Fountain Creek near the City of Fountain. The park includes a 
creek-side regional trail, Willow Springs Ponds, Fountain Creek Nature 
Center, Duckwood Active-Use Area, Cottonwood Meadows, and Hanson 
Trailhead. The Duckwood Active-Use area consists of a 12-acre site 

with multi-purpose athletic fields, community garden, youth fishing, 
picnic pavilions, demonstration garden, basketball and volleyball courts, 
horseshoe pits, and a playground. A two-acre dog park, new playgrounds, 
additional trails, and 10-acre disc golf course are planned for construction.  
2010 Duckwood Rd., Fountain, CO 80817.

23
 FOUNTAIN CREEK NATURE CENTER (FCNC)

Walk the wetlands, search for great blue herons, and explore Fountain 
Creek! An “oasis on the plains” with ponds marshes, meadows, 
cottonwood forests, and Fountain Creek, the nature center offers a 
unique look into the Cattail Marsh Wildlife Area and serves as an entry to 
a variety of discovery experiences. Exhibits include the Fountain Creek 
Watershed;  Life in, On & Around the Pond, Recycling, Sustainability, 
Birding and the best views of the ponds, Pikes Peak and the Front 
Range. 320 Pepper Grass Lane, Fountain, CO 80817.

24
 WIDEFIELD COMMUNITY PARK

Widefield Community Park is situated along the shaded banks of Crews 
Gulch. The 50-acre park includes McCrae Reservoir and contains a mix 
of man-made grassy areas, natural open spaces, wetlands, and active-
use facilities. The park’s amenities include the regionally renowned 18-
hole disc golf course, a multi-use athletic field, playground, and more. 
Two pickleball courts, exercise zone, pedestrian lighting, benches, an 
expanded playground, and renovated restroom are all planned for 
construction. Drury Lane at Fontaine Blvd., Colorado Springs, 

25
 CREWS GULCH REGIONAL TRAIL

This urban trail winds through neighborhoods, along the banks of Crews 
Gulch and meandering through Widefield Community Park, allowing easy 
access to the parks' numerous amenities. The trail also allows access 
to Ceresa Park and Fountain Creek Regional Trail at its southern end. 
Drury Lane at Fontaine Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO 80911.

26
 COMING SOON! KANE RANCH OPEN SPACE

Featuring 440-acres of pristine grasslands, this large parcel of former 
ranch land features rolling terrain, pockets of Cottonwood trees, and 
sweeping views of the Pikes Peak and Southern Colorado Front Range. 
A Master Plan is being developed for the Kane Ranch Open Space, with 
trailhead and trail construction planned for early 2019. Located approx. 
four miles east of the City of Fountain along Squirrel Creek Rd.

27
 CLEAR SPRING RANCH OPEN SPACE

This 970-acre open space park features grasslands and foothills 
ecosystems, riparian habitat, and a section of the Colorado Front Range 
Trail, all along Fountain Creek. Loren Lane, Fountain, CO 80817.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
• Adopt-A-Park/Trail: Groups and individuals can make a direct 

contribution to our parks. At least twice a year, Adopt a Park/
Trail groups help to pick up trash, look for signs of vandalism, and 
report any problems. Special work projects may include landscape 
renovation, tree planting, and repairing trails. Take time to enjoy the 
great outdoors while improving the beauty of your favorite park or 
trail. To adopt, please call 719-520-6983.

• County Park Friends Groups: Interested citizens combine efforts to 
give time and talent to a favorite park on an ongoing basis. Assist 
with broadening public awareness and park improvement projects.
Call 719-520-6983 to join or organize a friends group.

• Nature Center Volunteers: Join the Friends of the Nature Centers, 
sign up to be an Interpretive Volunteer, and for our teens, become a 
summer volunteer. Call 719-520-6387 for more information.

• For more volunteering opportunities visit elpasocountyparks.com

DONATION / PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
For over 40 years, El Paso County Parks has provided a diverse regional 
park system designed to meet the leisure needs of our residents. Your 
donations and gifts provide critically needed funding. Thank you!
• Partners in the Parks: El Paso County Parks is looking for generous 

individuals and/or businesses to join. Your three-year gift of $5,000 
annually provides essential operating and maintenance support to the 
park, trail, open space or Nature Center of your choice. Contact our 
Community Outreach Coordinator at 719-520-6983.

• Donations / Gifts: We encourage individuals, organizations and 
businesses to help enhance and beautify our County’s extensive park 
system through a general, tax deductible donation with the Trust for 
County Parks. Gifting opportunities, like memorial benches, trees, 
or kiosks are available. Remember to include your El Paso County 
Parks in your will, trust or life insurance policy. To make a gift, please 
contact the Community Outreach Coordinator at 719-520-6983.

• Nature Centers: The Friends of El Paso County Nature Centers, a 
501(c)(3), accepts donations to support operations and our nationally 
recognized programs. To make a gift, contact the Recreation and 
Cultural Services Division Manager at 719-520-6399.

El Paso County Parks 
Park Headquarters

El Paso County Parks manages over 8,000 acres of parks and open 
space, 125 miles of trails and a variety of recreational facilities. We 
make every effort to provide safe, clean and green facilities for our 
residents to enjoy.  

2002 Creek Crossing 
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Office Hours: 8 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

719-520-7529

parks@elpasoco.com

www.ElPasoCountyParks.com

www.ElPasoCountyFairgrounds.com

 EPCParks     @EPCParks

 
El Paso County Nature Centers

Nature Center Office Hours

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

www.ElPasoCountyNatureCenters.com

Parks, Trails,  
Open Spaces, and Facilities 

Making El Paso County a  
Great Place to Live and Play

EL PASO COUNTY NATURE CENTERS
Bear Creek and Fountain Creek Nature Centers connect people to 
their natural and cultural resources and inspire them to become 
stewards for the parks and our environment. Throughout the year, 
the Nature Centers feature interpretive programs, special events, 
media presentations, outdoor recreation opportunities, group tours, 
nature camps, and environmental education programs for schools. 
Community meeting space is available for a nominal fee. Adult and 
teen volunteer opportunities are also available.  

PARKS FACILITY RESERVATION PROCESS
El Paso County Parks offers a variety of facilities for reservation 
including picnic pavilions, wedding gazebo, play fields, tennis 
courts and an archery range. These facilities may be used on 
a first-come first-serve basis unless otherwise reserved. The 
pavilions have varying capacities ranging from 12–150. Field use 
fees, liability insurance and reservations are required for organized 
athletic leagues. Special event permits may be required. Make 
reservations online at: elpasocountyparks.com or by calling  
719-520-7529 (PARKS). 

MISSION STATEMENT
The County’s mission for Parks is to enhance the quality of life 
in El Paso County by: 
 • Acquiring, developing, maintaining, and preserving regional 

parks, trails, and open space.
 • Providing responsible resource management for open space 

lands characterized by unique natural environments.
 • Providing natural and cultural history interpretation, 

education, and information services.
 • Supporting major community events and festivals that 

celebrate our County’s heritage and culture.
 • Providing and managing visitor destinations and experiences.
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Rainbow Falls Historic Site

Jones Park Open Space

Bear Creek Nature Center (BCNC)

Bear Creek Regional Park

Stratmoor Hills Community Park

Stratmoor Valley Trailhead Park

Fountain Creek Regional Trail

Fountain Creek Regional Park 

Fountain Creek Nature Center (FCNC)

Widefield Community Park

Crews Gulch Regional Trail

Kane Ranch Open Space  – COMING SOON!

Clear Spring Ranch Open Space

Elephant Rock Open Space – COMING SOON!

Fox Run Regional Park

New Santa Fe Regional Trail

Black Forest Regional Park

Homestead Ranch Regional Park

Black Forest Section 16 Trail

Falcon Regional Park

Rock Island Regional Trail

El Paso County Fairgrounds

Paint Mines Interpretive Park

Drake Lake Natural Area

Pineries Open Space – COMING SOON!

Palmer Divide Regional Trail 

Ute Pass Regional Trail
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719-520-7880

719-520-6387

719-520-6745

MORE INFO OR
RESERVATIONS
719-520-PLAY

AMENITIES  
BY LOCATION
* Dedicated Meeting Room only. No activities.


